2011 Winners of the Festival of Lights
Dec. 23, 2011 Gerard Hamoen and myself once again had the pleasure of judging the beautiful Christmas lights and decorated houses in our Village and area for our annual Thamesford Business Association Festival of Lights Competition! It was a beautiful snowy, but clear evening on the 23rd of December and we were certainly in the Christmas spirit, sipping our hot chocolate and noting how many more houses were decorated this year. Thamesford residents should be very proud of themselves as collectively everyone’s efforts made our Village look like a winter Wonderland! We stopped often to admire the brightly lit houses, where many homeowners had outdone themselves, once again this year, creating visual works of art on their front lawns that were obviously a labour of love!
Thanks to Thamesford Business Association Members and Community Members Our Main Street was picturesque with Bridge boxes adorned with greenery, as well as greenery adorning the light posts. Houston Square was also decked out with greenery and a Christmas tree, tastefully decorated with ornaments. Our new RBC Parquette which was completed just in the nick of time for Christmas by hardworking Thamesford Business Association members, received greenery and a Christmas tree thanks to the efforts of Santa’s Elf,“EricTonnison” who delivered them a few days before Christmas. Eric strived to complete the hard work that was stepped up to finish this project before our winter weather set in. Our Christmas lights on Dundas Street and our Gazebo at the Library shone bright! The beautiful new park area on the corner of Dundas and George Street looked festive with our Inukshuck adorned with a Santa Hat. Passersby must have noted what a pretty little Town Thamesford is, with the care and pride its residents and Business Association, and Service Groups take in our Community. 

Some of our winner’s again this year are repeat winners, as every year, (even when we think, ….How can they improve on that????, they seem too!!! Anyone cruising the streets in Thamesford would be sure to notice Harvey and Janice Walters house, at 49 Minler Rd. Janice and Harvey’s house looked like the North Pole itself! Janice’s talent and skill as a decorator and florist (not her occupation-but should be!) is evident outside her house and continues on in with her upside down Christmas tree in her front window! Truly amazing display and if you missed it, you should mark it on your calendar to check it out next year as well! Another repeat winner that also continues to impress us and everyone else, is the display at Bill and Kathy Scott’s home, 177 Washington Street. It continues to stop cars and the many, many lights draw the awe and attention of our local residents. Once again inside and out of their home the Scott’s love to decorate with a passion that earns them a repeat winner award annually. Another repeat winner is George and Effie Gerantonis, 225 Boyd Blvd. As you drive down Boyd Blvd you are drawn to stop and look at their home with its many tasteful lights and displays. They truly out do themselves every year as well making their home look like a postcard! New winners this year include Cal and Rose McCallum and girls, Finlayson Drive, who had a beautiful display with lights on their house and trees in the front yard. Large ornaments adorned their large evergreen tree on their lawn and made you smile looking at the fun ornaments they added to the lights on the tree! Another family Shaun and Chelsey Filion and their baby daughter Alexa, at 29 Finlayson Drive, spent many hours decorating their home with lights and reindeer, candy canes and festive Christmas music playing outside. Another home that just made you smile and feel in the Christmas spirit! Both the McCallum’s and Filion’s are new residents on Finlayson Drive and are sure raising the bar for the neighbour’s on the street! (putting me to shame!). Donna McCall and her son Ivan, RR#2 Thamesford, did a wonderful job in lighting their home up beautifully with lights that you could not help but notice rounding the bend in the highway. Donna invited us in and she and Ivan proudly showed us her Christmas Villages and Nativity Scene created in her fireplace set up as a Manger! Donna puts up all the lights and decorations herself, which I am sure does not surprise anyone that knows Donna!
All of the residents above received a small token of appreciation of $50.00  for their efforts, but more importantly the “BRAGGING RIGHTS”!!!! We would like to thank all Thamesford residents for taking pride in their homes and our Village as everyones’ collective efforts makes Thamesford the beautiful Village it is, and the place we call home is somewhere we can be very PROUD of!!!!

Diana Clark-RBC Royal Bank, and Gerard Hamoen-Just For You Bed and Breakfast, and Thamesford Business Association Mambers

