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LIONS RECYCLE DAY

The Lions Annual Recycle Day has been rescheduled to Sat, June 5,
Covid protocol permitting.

DISCOVERING YOUR OXFORD ROOTS

A treasure trove of Oxford County’s past is available to you through Oxford
County library resources, whether you are a serious researcher or simply
curious about family, people, places & events of long ago. Better still, much
is as close as your computer. Vicki Brenner, Digital Literacy & Local History Technician at the Ingersoll library, will guide you through these various
paths back in time on Tues, May 18, 2pm. Back in the Day is an on-line local heritage presentation series from the Ingersoll 50+ Activity Centre and
is free of charge to all district residents over 50 years of age. You do NOT
need an Activity Centre membership for this series. Reserve by Fri, May14
at 519-485-3869. This is a Zoom event. Enjoy exploring.

GOLF TOURNAMENT – SAVE THE DATE

Oxford County Warden Larry Martin invites you to attend the Oxford County Warden’s Charity Golf Tournament in support of Oxford Community
Foundation. This year’s tournament is Wed, Sept 29, at Craigowan Golf
Club with all tournament format COVID-19 health modifications in place.
More information available at www.oxfordcommunityfoundation.org.

THANK YOU - MIKE BRUINSMA

We are a group of seven ladies that call ourselves the “Flowergirls” and this
year, we are working hard to bring our Main Street a real punch of colour.
Unfortunately, there is a lot of heavy work to be done and one of our TBA
friends jumped to our rescue. We thank MIKE BRUINSMA for all the work
that he & his son did for us on the big island heading to Ingersoll. The
shrubs were getting completely out of control, so much so that you couldn’t
see the yellow planters. Mike spent a few hours cutting & shaping and taking all the debris to the dump for us. He refused to be paid, stating “not to
worry”, that was his contribution to the village. Thank you Mike, you are the
best, the TBA Flowergirls really appreciate the job you did for us. It looks
amazing, but, wait until we get the flowers planted, for the full colourful
view. At this time, we would also like to thank seven ladies that volunteer
for us, we appreciate their help cleaning up the Main Street planters and
the entrance signs, actually planting the flowers & maintaining them during
the season - Sandy Stead, Cathy Kraayenbrink, Judy Hodgins, Nancy
Pearson and Shelley Gordon. Thanks also to Gerard Hamoen & Ron Bouwman who are going to tackle the Inukshuk venue this year. Thank you
again from the TBA Flowergirls: Nancy Turner, Mary Ann Binning, Joan
Houston, Judy Fickling, Linda Coker, Beth O’Bright and Wendy Lake.

519-285-3249 www.jcgraphics.ca
jc_graphics@rogers.com
140 Dundas Street, PO Box 400
Thamesford, Ontario
Canada N0M 2M0

ITCHING TO FLY!!!

The Canadian Harvard Aircraft Association can’t wait for the pandemic restrictions to ease so it can put some “yellow” back in the sky. The all-volunteer driven group based at the Tillsonburg Regional Airport is looking
forward to the day when once-in-a-lifetime flight experiences can again be
offered in the amazing yellow Harvard trainer, an important instrument that
helped the Allied victory in the Second World War. Watch www.harvards.
com and stay tuned for updates as we have some exciting things planned
for 2021. New members are always welcome. In the meantime, stay safe
and we look forward to seeing you when conditions permit.

ATV/ORV (OFF ROAD VEHICLE) USE

The Zorra Community Policing Committee has heard concerns from residents about the misuse of ATV/ORV in Zorra Township. We are looking for
more information about what your experiences or observations have been
surrounding illegal activity/trespassing as well as any areas of concern.
Please help us make our community safer by providing your comments to
admin@zorra.ca.

THAMESFORD LIONS

Once again, the Thamesford Lions were saddened to hear about the loss
of another member, Lion Milne McCorkindale. Lion Milne was a cheery &
smiling addition to our club & at our meetings would always greet me with
“Hello Young Man”, which made me feel I was having a great day - the
club offers their sincerest condolences to all of the McCorkindale family.
Covid-19 just won’t go away & as a result of recent changes to health restrictions, some of our community activities have had to be re-scheduled our Metal & Electronics Recycling Day has been postponed to Sat, June 5,
so make sure you keep that date in mind while you clean out your garage,
shed or basement during lockdown. The next Catch The Ace game is also
on hold until current restrictions ease. We are planning another Smoked
Pork Chop Take-Out BBQ at some point in the next few months - be sure
to check the “Thamesford Lions” Facebook page for up to the minute information on these & other community events coming your way! In April, our
club celebrated our own Lion George Corrin’s year as A15 District Governor by hosting the District Convention - but this year was different; a big
“Lions Roar” goes out to Lions Barb, Rebecca, Jack & Jim plus a host of
other members of the Ingersoll & area clubs throughout the District, who
put in many hours to create our first “virtual” convention - from all accounts,
it was very well received. Finally, we are happy to report our proposal to
pave the Don Knox Trail in the Lions South Park has been approved by
the Township! Work will be completed sometime over the summer months.
As always, Lions - We Serve.

“Independent businesses
give cities their shape,
texture, color, and taste...
often literally.”
- Hasan Minhaj (comedian, correspondent
- The Daily Show)

©JC Graphics 2021
Village Voice

THAMESFORD

May 2021

1

ROBERT J. MORRIS
INSURANCE & CONSULTING LTD.

Serving Thamesford & Area since 1989
...but it feels like longer!

HOME AUTOMOBILE FARM BUSINESS LIFE

INSURANCE

inbox@rjmorris.ca

(519) 283-6608

rjmorris.ca

FREE SWIM TO SURVIVE PROGRAM

A part of their curriculum, students in Grade 3 receive SWIM TO SURVIVE training at local aquatic centres each winter. However, because of
the pandemic, Zorra schools have not been able to send their students to
receive this training for the last 2 years. The Swim to Survive program is
designed to teach swimmers the minimum basic survival skills needed to
survive in an unexpected fall into deep water. Many children may not have
the opportunity to take lessons, and if they do, they still may not know how
to survive when in deep water. These skills are fundamental for their safety. To provide access to this training at a time when many did not receive
it, Zorra Township is providing this program FREE to all youth in Grades
3-6 at the Thamesford Area Swimming Pool. The program will include a
total 3 hours of in-water & on-deck learning, spread out over multiple days
between June 26-July 4. Schedule times vary, please visit www.zorra.ca
for more information and to register. Pre-registration is required. For more
information, please contact us at 519-485-2490 x 7223 or email thamesfordpool@zorra.ca.

The June
deadline is
May 21st

519-285-3249 jc_graphics@rogers.com
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EAST NISSOURI UNION CHURCH

Easter weekend is behind us, and we look to May, where the flowers will be
blooming & the gardeners will be out in full force to add even more beauty
to God’s creation. Our hearts yearn for the company of our church family
& friends, and we pray that one day, we can connect with the congregation
once again, perhaps outside. Winter is now a memory & yet the snow
creeps into the night to remind us of our vulnerability, and we are refreshed
& ready for the next step in our journey with God. Church online is going
well, and we are connecting via Zoom & Facebook. Technology has not
thoroughly beaten us, and in fact, we have learned to use the technology
to advance the Kingdom of God further & spread the gospel’s message.
For May, June & July, we will watch the weather & plan accordingly for
outdoor events that we can safely enjoy if the rules allow this. Stay tuned
to our Facebook page for updates & information about East Nissouri Union
Interdenominational church’s happenings. Our online services happen on
Facebook every Sunday, beginning with our Children’s time at 9:15am and
followed at 10am for the Family & Friends Service. If you are curious, you
can also check out our website at myenuc.com. I am busy with my studies
to complete my Bachelor’s degree in Pastoral Ministry, and I strive to deliver a heartfelt message every week that encourages & uplifts our spirits.
The children’s time is fun for all ages & typically involves a craft and a song,
and a relatable story. The challenge facing many churches is the challenge
that many of you are facing in your daily lives. We want to connect, share
& enjoy the camaraderie, yet we want to respect our government leadership & keep our congregation safe. We hope that if you are searching
for a church, you will check us out! As we wait, the seasons will change;
however, be assured that what we are feeling & experiencing is part of the
lessons we need to learn to be the people God is calling us to be. Ecclesiastes teaches that there is a season for everything & every purpose under
Heaven. In the months ahead, I hope you will grow to know Jesus & the
power of His resurrection. Easter is past, and the sorrow of Good Friday is
replaced with joy & celebration! Pastor Gail Kavelman, East Nissouri Union
Church, Rd 96 & 15th Line, Uniondale.

jcgraphics.ca
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Family Dentistry • Sedation • Braces

HEATING & COOLING
WILL ENNS
519-532-3488
enns.air@live.ca
FULLY CERTIFIED & INSURED

-servicing & installation
-sheet metal fabrication
-gas line installation
-indoor air quality
-retrofit services
-fireplace installation

OPAL NEWS

When plastic bags emblazoned with Walker’s logo made a brief appearance recently, public reaction was swift. It was heartening to see consumers altering them. Those bags have now disappeared, but Walker has yet
to. According to the film “Bag It”, in American slang the title means to abandon a project. Residents are invited to tell Walker to do so. May flowers will
sprout after the April rains. Adding a no-dump sign to your lawn is another
way to keep our community beautiful. To request one, please email bryasmit@oxford.net. If you wish to make a donation to our fight against Walker’s dump plan, cheques can be mailed to OPAL Alliance, c/o S. Fleming,
205 George St, Ingersoll, N5C 1Z5. Stop the dump.

ZORRA CALEDONIAN SOCIETY

General Meeting Mon, May 17 ‘virtual’ Zoom meeting at 7.30pm. If you
would like details on how to join our meeting (& are not currently a member) please email us at: info@embrohighlandgames.ca.

ST. ANDREW’S CEMETERY

Columbarium “Niches For Sale” Delatre St East, Thamesford. For information please call Sharon Warner 519-202-2110.

STAND UP COMEDY

Get laughing this summer with stand up comedy! The Comedy House in
Port Stanley at The Portside ART Institute offers stand up comedy workshops for beginners, youth,
and adults with your tutor &
host Emerald Hill. Work on
a 5 minute set & perform in
front of a supportive audience for comedy night! Professional Stand Up Comedy
shows throughout the summer! Visit portsideartinstitute.
ca for details.

Dr. Scott Fairbairn
Evenings & Weekend
Appointments Available

SERVICES FOR SENIORS

250 Ingersoll St S, 519-485-2269
Grocery Buddy Our friendly volunteers will pick up groceries for you! Call
us with your grocery list and we will arrange a day and time for us to do
your shopping! This program is essential right now, and it is free!
Frosty Meals $6 entrée, $1.50 soup or dessert. Free delivery available.
These meals meet Canada’s food guide recommendation’s and use only
the best ingredients. Meals are available for: gluten free, sodium reduced,
lactose free, diabetic & modified texture. With a selection of over 30 entrees and 10 soups / desserts give us a try today!
Meals On Wheels $7 per day served at lunch time Mon-Fri.
Curbside Meals Every Tues & Thur 12-12:30pm please call to book your
meal the 12 noon the day before! Delivery available.
Handyman/Handmaid services Small fee for service. Tasks such as yard
work, companionship & cleaning. Call for a referral to a policed check individual. We are looking for people to clean homes.
Foot Care Clinic $25. Call for appt. Home visits available for a fee.
Transportation for older adults in Ingersoll & surrounding areas. Rides to
and from appointments, errands, etc. Reasonable rates & reliable, friendly
volunteer drivers. 3 day notice preferred.
Assistive Device Loan Program This free program has a wide range of
equipment. We also welcome donations of used medical equipment.
Help with Forms by phone only. Free, by appointment. This program can
help people fill out forms. Examples include CPP, OAS, GIS.
Volunteers If you have spare
time and would like to help fellow members of your community give us a call.
Telephone Reassurance Security checks can make all
the difference to an individual alone at home. If you or a
loved one would like to talk
with a friendly volunteer once
a day or once a week give us
a call!

WINDOWS
A Division of RNB Developments

MOST ENERGY EFFICIENT
FINANCING AVAILABLE
The Best Warranty In The Business!

RR#1, 376311
Embro, ON N0J 1J0

Phone: 519-475-6906 • Fax: 519-475-0272

Scott
519-533-7171

2
22200
W Heritage Rd, Thorndale
firesidewindowsanddoors@bellnet.ca

519-474-7100
519-200-9517

WINDOWS
DOORS
SIDING
SOFFIT
ROOFING
INTERIOR RENOVATIONS
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ODER
Construction

LTD

Steel Roofs • Garages
Sheds • Additions • Renovations
William Yoder

156701 15th Line Lakeside ON.

519-349-2799
FREE ONLINE WORKSHOPS

Living a Healthy Life with Chronic Conditions
Thursdays, May 27-June 30, 1pm-3:30pm
Living a Healthy Life with Chronic Pain
Tuesdays, May 25-June 29, 9:30am-12pm or
Tuesdays, July 6-Aug 10, 9:30am-12pm
Powerful Tools for Caregivers
Wednesdays, May 26-June 30, 10-12pm or
Wednesdays, July 7-Aug 11, 10am-12pm
Pre-registration required,
phone 519-421-5691,
toll free 1-855-463-5692
email info@swselfmanagement.ca.
www.swselfmanagement.ca.

SWEABURG LIONS
SPRING GARDEN SALE

PICKLEBALL

Pickleball is finally returning to Zorra! We had
hoped to start early May, but with the current
province-wide shutdown, we will be delaying the
start of this wildly popular program until it is safe
to do so! The program is offered Tues & Thur
8:30-10:30am and 11-1pm at the Thamesford
District Recreation Centre. This is a drop in program & spots are available on a first come, first
served basis & determined by current gathering
guidelines. In nicer weather, the program will
move outside, so please be sure to follow Zorra
Township on Facebook to get informed of all updates to this Pickleball program.

At Lions Pavilion May 29 & May 30, 10am2pm. Vegetables, herbs, annuals, perennials, bird baths, bird houses & numerous
other accessories. All proceeds go back into
the community. Show your support for the
Sweaburg Lions & SAVE $$ by purchasing
your plants, etc. at this sale. Covid precautions will be followed for the protection of
everyone! Watch for upcominh details of our
first annual Penny Sale.

See Our Website for Monthly Specials!
194253 19th Line
Ingersoll, ON
N5C 3J6

4

Village Voice

THAMESFORD

May 2021

Tel: 519-425-0428
Fax: 519-425-1714
Cell: 519-630-6649
Email: shane@greatfloors.ca

Dave Rutledge

David & Jayne Randall
Executive Directors

thames developments

Ron McLeod

Maintenance Manager

Design / Build • Custom Home & Renovations
Impressed Concrete

Celebrating 74 Years!
Opening May 1st for Camping

519-536-0168
thamesdev@rogers.com

519-285-3334

ITOPA

ITOPA is very excited to announce that we have been selected to receive
a grant from the Oxford County Stimulus Fund. The total amount allotted
to the theatre is $3,995. The grant money will be instrumental in allowing
us to reopen safely when the time is right. Our plan is to install plexi-glass
barriers to help our volunteers, add sanitation stations throughout the theatre & purchase the proper PPE required for a safe reopening. Ingersoll
Theatre of Performing Arts President, Jim Konopetski, is very happy to
have support from the Oxford Economic Stimulus Fund. “We’ve heard from
many patrons & members, who are missing live theatre terribly at ITOPA.
I’m very grateful to the Oxford Economic Stimulus Fund for their assistance
in getting ITOPA ready to safely re-open & get back to doing what we do
best. That’s providing top notch live entertainment on our stage!” Many
thanks go out to Oxford County & Oxford Community Futures. Their support is essential to ensuring the future of ITOPA, and community theatre
here in Ingersoll.

WWW.MAPLEGROVECRC.COM

AL-ANON

Friends, families & adult children of problem drinkers find understanding & support at Al-Anon meetings. There are no dues or fees, we are
self-supporting through our own contributions. Call 24 Hours 519-4342613, al-anon.alateen.on.ca, al-anon.org.

CYCLES OF LIFE

The Ingersoll & Woodstock Community Outreach Tables of Cycles of Life
for Supportive Transitional Living are reaching record numbers of clients.
Thanks to our donors, we are making their lives a bit easier. The season is
changing, and so are people’s needs. Right now we are asking for men’s
pants sizes 30-34, men’s running shoes / hiking boots / sandals / casual
shoes sizes 10-15, bug spray, deodorant, sunscreen, hygiene products,
& raincoats. Please drop off your donations at the Woodstock table Thur,
Sat, Sun, Mon 1-3pm or at the Ingersoll table Tues 1-3pm. Contact us at
226-777-4008; cyclesoflife.fstl@gmail.com or Facebook at Cycles of Life.

Inc.
Family Owned &
Operated Since
1969

THAMESFORD LIBRARY

Curbside pickup of library holds is available Tues 11-2pm or Thur 1-4pm.
For information contact 519-285-3219 or email thamesfordlibrary@ocl.net
ONTARIO PARKS DAY-USE VEHICLE PASSES These passes are available at the library on a first come first serve basis and are available to be
borrowed for 7 days with no renewals.
OXFORD READS Help us select our 2021 Oxford Reads title & vote for
this year’s community read. We’ve narrowed it down to a list of 4 incredible
titles & we want you to help pick our final 2021 Oxford Reads selection.
Voting is open until May 14 at www.oxfordreads.ca
CHECK-IN CALLS WITH YOUR LIBRARY Right now, we know it’s more difficult to visit our branch libraries & speak with library staff in person. There
are so many services that OCL can provide to you while you’re at home –
books to read, DVDs to watch, online courses, magazines & newspapers,
streaming entertainment... all free of charge with an OCL card. No card?
No problem! We can get you signed up. From no-tech to high-tech, we
can connect you with the services that work best for you. Let our friendly
staff spend some time with you over the phone & walk you through how to
access these services. We are here for you. Call 226-232-5092.

MAY HOURS
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm
SUN 10am-4pm
Curbside Available

• Evergeen Trees
• Deciduous Trees

683507 Rd 68,
Cty Rd / Hwy 2,
RR #2, Ingersoll

Add Some
COLOUR to
Your World...
4” Pots
•Tomatoes
• Herbs
• Veggies
• Strawberries

Hanging Baskets &
Patio Planters

Onion Sets
Earth Apples Seed Potato
Garlic Bulb
Vegetable Seed
Grass Seed

• Ornamental,
Flowering &

FOOD ADDICTS ANONYMOUS

The only requirement to membership in FA is a desire to stop eating
addictively. No dues, no fees, no weigh-ins. For information, call Patrick 519-485-4146 or Gayle 519-532-4254.
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CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY OF THAMESFORD, ONTARIO –
FIBER OPTIC NETWORK CLOSES THE DIGITAL DEFICIENT
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – APRIL 2021

Frustrations of having to deal with poor or limited internet access,
coupled with less than adequate customer support, will soon be a
distant memory for residents in the community of Thamesford, in the
County of Oxford, all thanks to Quadro Communications’ investment
of fibre optics to their community. The project is anticipated to take
2.5 – 3 years beginning in 2021.

“Quadro is pleased to be bringing our Fibre network to the Village of

Thamesford in Zorra Township. It has become imperative that all
communities have access to reliable high-speed internet as
evidenced by the need for internet services in today’s world. This
project when completed will provide the services needed for today
and will future proof these customers as requirements change. Quadro is dedicated to continuing our mission
by enriching our customers experience with personal service and innovative products,” said John H. DeHeer,
General Manager, Quadro Communications.
The CRTC has established targets for internet speeds for Canadian homes and businesses of at least 50
Mbps for downloads and 10 Mbps for upload. Quadro is already capable of exceeding these requirements on
our fibre network.
With the availability of fibre optics in the community of Thamesford, residents will be able to connect online
without experiencing that annoying lag when opening a browser or during a video conversation. Parents will be
able to stream their favorite shows or catch up on work while the kids complete their homework, play their favorite
online games and listen to a podcast all at the same time. With advances in technology, our seniors have the
ability to video chat with their grandchildren (no matter where they are in the world providing, they have access
to adequate broadband service) at any time or with a registered healthcare professional instead of commuting
to the city.
Fibre is less susceptible to disruptions from inclement weather or other interference. If there is a service
disruption it is often easier to diagnose and resolve the issue, often without having to send out a technician,
when the facility is connected with fibre. As your neighbour in the community, Quadro is onsite quickly if a
problem ever arises.
The $3 million Thamesford project is part of Quadro’s Fibre expansion plan that aims to bring better broadband
to underserved homes and businesses. This expansion is funded solely by Quadro.
About Quadro Communications Co-operative Inc. (Quadro):
Since 1924 Quadro has responded to the needs of the rural communities it serves from providing private line
dial tone to rural high-speed internet solutions ahead of the competition. Quadro was established in November
1994, after converting from the Blanshard Municipal Telephone System. Originally serving the communities of
Sebringville, Granton, Kirkton and Uniondale, in recent years, Quadro has been expanding into neighbouring
communities like Mitchell, Lucan, St. Marys, and Harrington. As a Co-operative, the company is owned by its
members. Members as such have a voice and share in the profits. The commitment to the well-being of our
members extends far beyond the provisioning of products and services as Quadro contributes to the benefit of
our local communities as well.
For more information contact:
John DeHeer, General Manager
519-229-8428 | john.deheer@quadro.net | www.quadro.net/about-quadro/
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SWEABURG COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE

The village of Sweaburg has selected the dates of May 29 & 30 as coordinated dates for families to hold garage sales. These dates coincide with
The Sweaburg & District Lions
“Spring Garden Sale” which is
being held at the Lions Pavilion in Sweaburg. See notice in
this copy of the Village Voice.
A great weekend to make the
short trip into Sweaburg. We
will continue to monitor & follow all provincial guidelines.
You may check for any updates on the Sweaburg Community Facebook page.

LANGFORD
AUTO CARE
SINCE 1988

Rick Langford
519-285-2826 • Cell 519-872-9197
124 Brock Street, PO Box 352, Thamesford, ON N0M 2M0

THAMESFORD FRIENDSHIP CLUB

SALES•SERVICE•RENTALS

Call Dave 519-349-2040
We’ll treat your water right.

THAMESFORD AREA SWIMMING POOL

Registration for the upcoming season at
Thamesford Area Swimming Pool is May
3! Offering swimming lessons, public swimming, aquafit & lane swims, the pool will be a
great place to spend your summer! Many of
our youth have missed out on lessons over
the last year & it’s time to get back into the
water! Learning to swim is one of the most
important, & live-saving skills a person can
have. We offer lessons on weekdays, weeknights & weekends in group & private settings for all ages & abilities. Thamesford Area Swimming Pool had a successful summer last year navigating the COVID-19 safety protocols & we
anticipate to continue offering our lessons with these modifications again
this year. Such changes include parents getting into the pool with their
younger swimmers & the closure of the change rooms requiring swimmers
to come already dressed. Log onto www.zorra.ca to register to find out
more details on what to expect. As always, you can call us for more information at 519-485-2490 ext 7223.

It was a lovely day for a brisk spring walk. Most days I walk with two of
my ‘walking friends’. Since ovid season, we walk a little further apart
which causes a bit of laughter when I don’t hear correctly what was said
& they need to set me straight! I also have more friends & we belong to
the Thamesford Friendship Club. Unfortunately, we are unable to meet the
way we did before March 2020. The Friendship Club is a 55+ group living
in & around Thamesford. We would meet monthly for a lunchtime catered
meal followed by entertainment or a speaker. We enjoyed the meal & the
company. We plan to continue the socializing once we are on the other
side of this Covid. But I would like you to know that our Committee is still
active! We remember birthdays & it is Helen who remembers to send out
the cards. We send out a monthly newsletter to all members by mail, email
or porch drops – done by Shirley. Irene always finds the perfect poem for
the month. I’m able to pull a wordsearch together with the magic of the internet. And there are few other unmentioned folks that help with the newsletter & correct my spelling when needed. Thamesford is a great place
to call home. I’m happy to be here & with so many friends. Just looking
forward now to when I can see all my good friends again. Till then, please
continue to stay home, stay safe & stay friends by phone, email & cards.
If you have not booked your COVID-19 vaccine: Contact in Oxford County
is 226-289-3560, www.covidvaccinelm.ca. If you would like to know more
about the Thamesford Friendship Club or wish to join call me Bunny 519295-0054.

FANSHAWE PIONEER VILLAGE REOPENING

May is here! That means it is time for Fanshawe Pioneer Village’s public
programming season! We hope that we will be able to open as scheduled
Sat, May 22, but will adjust our time line based on provincial guidelines.
Keep an eye on www.fanshawepioneervillage.ca, or our social media
channels, for up-to-date information regarding Opening Day, safety precautions, and more.

Country GEEK
Home & Agricultural
Computer Sales & Service

In-Home or Drop-Off Service

www.countrygeek.ca
Doug Turvey
519-537-9037
countrygeek@xplornet.com
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ART IN THE HEART

Welcome to May, a showy month that covers her flower beds with ruffled
petals & pops of spectacular colour propped up on strong stems. If we
could only save some of these brilliant petals before they wilt. Ahh, there
are ways of extending the joy of floral blooms. You can make sure your
mom & grandma have some ‘potted joy’ waiting on their porch this Mother’s Day, May 9. Pansies always appear cheerful as their happy faces look
up to smile at you. They tolerate chilly temperatures quite well too. So, for
yourself, find a flowerbed close to home, pull out your sketch book & 2b
pencil & spend some time capturing these spring beauties on paper. (And
leave your erasers at home. Just draw from the heart!) If you prefer wildflowers, grab your camera or cell phone on a sunny afternoon & stroll along
one of the many walking trails near to woods. Look for the dog-toothed
violet, trillium, jack-in the pulpit, blood root & mayapple. You can photograph many from above but by shooting from ground level you will capture
some flowers hiding below the foliage. The mayapple with its umbrella like
leaves is an excellent example of this. Either way with garden blooms or
wildflowers take the time to capture their beauty on paper or as photos.
Between your camera & sketch book you should have plenty of beauties
to paint with water colour or acrylic paints. Coloured pencils enhanced
with fine black markers or pen & ink always look striking too. Use what you
have on hand & create. Date your work near the bottom beside your name.
You may find that drawing can be a very relaxing yet creative action during
times of stress. Stay healthy & keep art in your heart. If you have creative
ideas to share, reach me Bunny at bwwarner@rogers.com.

THIS OLD CHURCH

I can’t believe it. As I begin to write this column this morning I am looking
out the window at about 4 inches of newly fallen snow. After weeks of
beautiful weather Mother Nature has decided to play a little trick on us!
Of course when you read these words the snow will be a distant memory
& it will probably be 20 degrees. Rosalie & I are in the process of moving
to our new home & it is proving to be very stressful. No surprise there for
anyone who has gone through a move recently. But here’s the thing, I have
not moved in over 40 years & Rosalie has never moved in her life. No,
not even once. Okay, maybe once if you count the time when we first got
married & she moved her clothes down from her bedroom in her parent’s
house to the mobile home we were occupying in the back yard. But you can
hardly count that as a move as she only brought her clothes, and not even
all of them. I think she was hedging her bets in case the whole marriage
thing didn’t work out. Fortunately things did work out & when we bought
the farm from her parents 2 years later, she moved her clothes back into
the house. You can imagine how much “stuff” we have accumulated since
we took that leap of faith back in 1980. The other piece here is that we are
downsizing to a one storey
house with no basement.
So yes, we are trying to
fit a size 12 foot into a
size 7 shoe, and we don’t
have a shoe stretcher. The
move only takes us about
10 miles from our current
home which is being taken
over by our daughter, her
husband, and their 3 boys.
Our new home is across
the road from Pinecroft
just south of Aylmer. It’s a lovely area & we are close to some very good
friends. Last month I may have given the impression that I didn’t care for
poetry. Nothing could be further from the truth. I love almost all poetry from
haiku to sonnet, and everything in between. Two of my favourite poets are
Canadian Robert Service, and William Blake. It’s my own poor aptitude for
writing poems that I disparage. On another note, I am happy to report that
after today, both Rosalie & I will have had our first Covid vaccination. I hope
you are all able to get your vaccinations as well. Okay, let me finish off
with 2 recommendations for you. Firstly, the movie Green Book, on Netflix
is a wonderful window into the social milieu that existed in America in the
1960’s. It has good acting & a riveting story line. Secondly, I think many
of you, even those who don’t normally care about religion, might enjoy the
TV series “The Chosen.” It tells the story of Jesus from a very humanistic
perspective. You can download the app for free on Google. Take care and
stay safe, Rev. Larry.
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Richard Fleming
TREE TRANSPLANTING

Trees For Sale • Lawn Rolling
Phone: 519-851-2168
Free Estimates

May 2021

AWARDS AVAILABLE FOR OXFORD STUDENTS

USE THE CONTACT FORM
TO SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS

THAMESFORD.ORG
Thamesford, Ontario
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ZORRA SUMMER DAY CAMP

Zorra Summer Day Camp is happening this summer! We were able to
provide a safe & enjoyable experience last summer for our kids and are
bringing it back for another COVID-19 summer! We offer a full day, week
long day camp in both Embro & Thamesford between July 5 to Sept 3.
Available for kids 4-11 years old, we provide lots of fun, activities & adventures in your community! Located at the Community Centres, our camp is
open from 8:30am-5pm each day and costs $160 per week. Be sure to
register early as our capacities are reduced to only 15 campers per camp &
are quickly filling up! NEW THIS YEAR: camp just for kids aged 9-11 years
old! This camp is currently offered in Thamesford & will provide these older
kids with activities that are more suited to their age & interests. Register for
camp at www.zorra.ca or call 519-485-2490 ext7223 for more information.

"Every life is worth remembering,
every family deserves our very best"
Bill Friesen

At Oxford Community Foundation (OCF), we know that ensuring quality
education is one of the most important things we can do for our future generation. Generous donors have established the following student awards.
Tyler Arts Spirit Award Following Tyler’s tragic death in Nov 2018, the
Tyler Arts Legacy Fund was set up. Tyler’s spirit & the way he lived his life,
full of love & kindness are honoured each year through this award. The
IDCI recipient is the best teammate for selfless play & leadership on and
off the court, field or rink. The 2020 recipient Colin Hutchison shared, “I am
privileged that you choose me. Tyler was a wonderful friend who made an
impact on me that I will never forget.”
Hawkins Family Bursaries In Dec 2008, the Hawkins family died tragically
from carbon monoxide poisoning. The Hawkins Memorial Fund was set up
to remember the family who were “always ready, willing, and able to help
those in need & could often be found volunteering with big, welcoming grins
on their faces.” Each year, 3 students are recognized for their community
involvement, respect for others & moral courage. In 2020, the Jordan Hawkins Bursary was awarded to Karolina Krawczyk from St. Michael’s Elementary School, the Cassandra Hawkins Bursary was awarded to Sydney
Vanden Hoek from St. Mary’s High School and the Laurie Hawkins Bursary
was awarded to Noah McLeod from IDCI. Noah McLeod shared, “Thank
you so much for honoring me with this award. This is especially meaningful
as Richard Hawkins coached my older brother’s hockey team.”
Pat & Barry Smith Bursary The late Pat Smith, an educator and OCF
founder and her husband Barry, a farmer & industry volunteer and leader,
established the Pat & Barry Smith Fund at OCF in 2011. They viewed
leadership skills essential for our future & each year multiple bursaries are
awarded to rural Oxford County grads recognizing these skills & attributes.
The 2020 award recipients were Taylor Buckrell & Meaghan Chittick both
from CASS. Meaghan shared “I am sincerely honoured & grateful. Your
contribution will go a long way assisting me with tuition & textbook fees.”
Taylor shared “I am very grateful. Thank you for your generosity & support.”
Oxford Manufacturers Skill Development Bursary In 2011, local leaders
established a bursary for graduates pursuing a skilled trade either through
post secondary education or an apprenticeship. Award recipients show
an aptitude for mechanical or applied skills & demonstrate community or
school involvement. 2020 recipient, Thomas Corlett from CASS shared,
“I am currently working at Lloyd’s Electric in Woodstock as part of my apprenticeship. Thank you for your generosity and support.”
Lorna & George Roberts Bursary The late George Roberts was “just a
farmer from north of Embro” who met his future bride, Lorna Thompson
while they were attending the University of Guelph. They valued education
& established the bursary for students excelling in leadership skills & who
are furthering their education at either The Ontario Agriculture College at
the University of Guelph and/or the Department of Family Relations and
Applied Nutrition in the College of Social & Applied Human Sciences at the
University of Guelph. The 2020 award recipient was Jenna Geerts from
Huron Park Secondary School.
WDDS Rosemary George Bursary The Board of Directors of Woodstock
& District Developmental Services established this award in recognition of
the outstanding leadership & contributions by Rosemary George, retired
Executive Director. Recipients have volunteer, work, or family experience
related to people who have a developmental disability & who are pursuing
a Developmental Services Worker diploma or degree. The 2019 recipient
was Azlyn-lee Marie Grose from St. Mary’s Catholic High School.
In 2020, Children’s Aid Society
Oxford awarded bursaries to 7 students in care who were pursuing
post secondary education. Deadline for 2021 applications is Fri,
May 14. For information, please
contact your school’s Student Services Department or go to OCF’s
website https://oxfordcommunityfoundation.org/grant-application/.

HARRINGTON HALL FOR RENT

Please feel free to contact us 24 hours a day.
177 Dundas St. W., P. O. Box 152, THAMESFORD, ON N0M 2M0

Phone: 519-285-2427 Fax: 519-295-0103

Village Voice

Planning a function or celebration? Why not hold it at Harrington Hall?
Bright, accessible, cheery space. Holds up to 100. (However, current
COVID restrictions limit capacity). Reasonable rates. Contact Nancy 519536-0955, or nancyskillings10@hotmail.com.

THAMESFORD
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WATER MATTERS:

An Absolute Clear and Present Danger
My name is Max Kirby. I am justifiably upset, because I have alarming concerns,
which I need to share with you. I raised my
family here. I am a proud 45 year resident,
business owner (Kirby Water Care Limited), taxpayer, voter, and citizen of “THE
GREAT TOWNSHIP OF ZORRA.” Like
you, I also use & pay for water which is
produced in Zorra’s in-ground aquifers.
We all depend on our pristine water to live,
grow & prosper. We must have absolute
assurance that our water supply remains
safe & usable. Only with our absolute confidence, can we create endless quality jobs
& responsible and mutually beneficial opportunities for Zorra.
But now, we still continue to be stifled by a diseased proposal of importing unwanted dump fill, for permanent in-ground storage within our Zorra
Township’s boundary. I am extremely wary of “Big Business Outsiders”
telling you & me, what is appropriate for us. They also lie that we will benefit. I can’t comprehend the audacity of “Big Business Outsiders” who spew
unbelievable rhetoric about how safe our precious water supply will remain. And at the same time they are plotting a notorious scheme to dump
17,000,000 tonnes (that’s 17 million TONNES!) of rotten garbage & waste
products in-ground, amidst our in-ground aquifers.
Please listen carefully to my non-rhetorical words. Our water supply is safe
for now, but we must safeguard & conserve it forever. I say shame on “Big
Business Outsiders” for orchestrating such a vile proposal & then continuously imposing it on our populace. It is an assault on each & everyone
of us. My paramount concern is that our water supply is at risk of being
contaminated in the future, by poisonous effluent, leachate & foul run-off,
seeping from the proposed Mega Dump inside our Zorra boundaries. This
toxic concoction will infiltrate our water supply & will flow and be transmitted through the in-ground aquifers of Zorra & beyond. I worry constantly
about the untreatability & the unuseability of our currently pristine water
supply after such an irreversible disaster occurs. I sadly anticipate that as
the result of foolishly hosting a dump in Zorra that all of our property values
will plummet & that we will all lose our hard earned equity. I am fearful that
over 8,000 Zorra residents & our neighbours will forever be burdened with
endless negative impacts. Ultimately, I am totally shocked & also angered
by the threat against our families, our farms, and our businesses and our
future livelihoods, which would certainly be diminished beyond repair.
I have a major stake in Zorra and YOU have a major stake in Zorra. “Big
Business Outsiders” must finally admit to the absolutely clear & present
danger, which they impose incessantly upon Zorra & its residents. What
would be beneficial however, is that they correct their mad course sooner
than later, for the sacred state of all our collective well-being. And let us
assure ourselves that this is the only benefit worth acquiring from them.
“Big Business Outsiders” must concede & withdraw their ill conceived proposal. They should capitulate now. But instead of ceasing their uncaring &
selfish objectives, they persist to mock & underestimate the strength of our
unshakeable collective resolve to extinguish this nightmarish proposal, and
thus achieving our paramount duty! Stopping the Zorra Dump! Absolute!
“Big Business Outsiders” are counting on our silence & inaction. The disgusting act of “Big Business Outsiders” trying to fool us with compensation
for our everlasting and gruelling pain and suffering, is corrupt & immoral,
and must be rejected outright. Only fools & bumbling idiots would accept
any form of compensation or any amount of monetary recompense arising from this consequential, existential crisis, and allowing such a suicidal
act to be perpetuated upon us. We shouldn’t just demand that our water
remains pristine, for it is Our God Given Right! We all have the power
within us, & we definitely possess the integrity to STOP a Mega-Dump
within our community. It’s actually very easy to have your opinion matter.
Simply contact our representatives Mayor Ryan & our councillors of Zorra
Township. We must demand from them to be responsible, accountable &
transparent. They must conserve & secure the integrity of our aquifers (our
water supply.) And they must also safeguard & protect the integrity of all
the lifestyles of over 8,000 citizens living in Zorra, as well as those beyond
our borders. Tell your councillors and Mayor Ryan to vote “ABSOLUTELY
NO!” to the Zorra dump. Please help and contact your representative as
soon as possible.Thank you from Max Kirby, another proud citizen, determined to “KEEP OUR WATER PRISTINE AND OUR BELOVED “ZORRA”
STRONG!”
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STUDENT SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:

EMBRO, ONTARIO

All applicants must hold the following qualifications:
• Valid driver’s license
• Experience driving tractors
• Excellent interpersonal and communication skills
• Ability to work independently &
in a team environment
• The work schedule includes weekends

HAPPY HILLS RESORT, EMBRO
IS NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

PARK MAINTENANCE
If interested, please forward your resume to: thebakers@happyhills.com
Or call if you have any questions: 519-475-4471

KIWANIS CLUB

The Kiwanis Club of Ingersoll has been the lead organization for the Ingersoll Kiwanis Farmer’s Market for over 25 years. Although the Covid 19
pandemic has been in incumbrance it will not end the market. The Kiwanis
Club has formed a committee and
is actively reviewing the appropriate
means to open the market in conjunction with the Southwest Public
Health authorities. In the meantime
we encourage our patrons to visit Turner’s Farm Market, Fleming
Farms, Mark and Jane Ellah, as well
as our many other vendors who have
continued to demonstrate interest in
joining the market once again. Updates will be published on our Facebook page, the Town website, as well
as in the Village Voice. Stay safe and stay tuned!

THORNDALE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Due to the latest Stay-At-Home Order, our Spring Plant Sale scheduled for
May 15 has been cancelled. As you work in your gardens, please consider
potting & labeling any extra plants for our Fall Plant Sale. These plant sales
are fundraisers for our
Society. Our meetings
continue to be on hold but
there is lots of information
available on our Facebook page https://www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m / T h o r ndaleHorticulturalSociety
and our website https://
gardenontario.org/society-listing/entry/767/ Stay
safe & happy gardening!

THAMESFORD
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519.902.5667
www.LoriGoldhawk.ca
519.902.5667
em 4/28
Th only
www.LoriGoldhawk.ca
/TheLoriGoldhawkTeam

Contact us anytime for info on our listings & market updates!
1163 Caen Avenue, Woodstock

137 Dundas Street, Thamesford

$638,900

$450,000

NEW
LISTING
NEW
LISTING

NEW
LISTING
NEW
LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Turn the Key & Go! Like new, 2 bdrm,
2 bath brick bungalow in north east
locale. 1200 sf of main floor, worry-free
living. An ideal condo alternative
minus the fees & rules!

Attention Entrepreneurs & Investors! Turn key
building that is fully leased to solid long term
tenants. Excellent location in the Village of
Thameford with great exposure in high traffic
area. Versatile CC Zoning. Commercial &
residential units. Ample paved parking.

77 Canterbury Street, Ingersoll

/TheLoriGoldhawkTeam
@LoriGoldhawk
@LoriGoldhawk

SOLD

Contact us anytime for info on our listings & market updates!

NEW
NEW
LISTING
LISTING

73 & 77 Maud St, Ingersoll 132 Dundas St W, Thamesford

NEW LISTING

SOLD!
SOLD!
Follow Us on Instagram
Like Us on Facebook
Contact Us Anytime for Info On Our
Newest Listings & Market Updates!

127 Vansittart, Woodstock

D
L
SO

NEW
NEW
LISTING
$493,000
LISTING

Lovingly restored Charismatic Century
Home! 2+2 bedrooms. 2 luxurious baths.
Crisp, modern kitchen and above ground
salt water heated pool in the resort like
back yard!

NEW
LISTING
NEW
200 Elizabeth St, Thamesford
LISTING

NEW
NEW
LISTING
LISTING

33 Mason Drive, Ingersoll

524028 Curry Rd, South-West Oxford

8 North Town Line, Ingersoll

195897 19th Line, Kintore

422 Argyle St, Woodstock

340 Thames Street S.

48 Spruce Street, Beachville

Lori
Lori Goldhawk
Goldhawk

Lisa
&
Christine
Belore
Lisa Ross
Ross
&
Christine
Belore
SALES REPRESENTATIVES
SALES REPRESENTATIVES

Independently owned & operated
Independently owned & operated
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“THAT’S IT – I’M DONE!”

I can’t do it. I just can’t. Not one more article. I’ve been writing for the
Village Voice for almost 15 years now & I’m tapped. I don’t have the energy. I’m done. You’re probably (hopefully) faring better than me, but I’ve
heard some people are feeling the same way about the pandemic. We’re
all about done with it. We just can’t. Not one more lockdown. We’ve been
doing this for over a year now & we’re tapped. We don’t have the energy.
We’re done. And then I hear news from India that they are now recording
over 300,000 cases of COVID-19 per day! (That’s when I wrote this - who
knows where they’re at by the time you read this!) They are losing more
than 2,000 people per day to the virus. These are loved ones, family members, people who care for other people & about whom people care. They
are more than just numbers. And we’re upset because we can’t golf?! I’m
not saying golf was the most logical thing to cancel (and sorry to those who
love golf – I’m not picking on you – just one example,) but surely that kind
of outrage might have been better reserved for more important things that
have been exposed during the pandemic – government unpreparedness,
long-term care vulnerabilities, racial injustice, gun violence, the ever-growing gap in financial disparity, the fight for a living wage, adequate childcare
for all, pharmacare, etc, etc, etc.Sure, I wish the vaccines had outpaced
this 3rd wave we’re in – who doesn’t?! - but it’s actually nothing short of
a miracle that we even have vaccines to offer people at all within less
than a year of the virus being discovered – it is a scientific miracle! Sure,
I wish we were gathering again, but, unfortunately, we may be in the most
challenging part of the pandemic yet – new variants coupled with isolation
fatigue. We must double down our efforts & endure. So maybe I do have
an article or two left in me. Seems even when I say I can’t, just telling you
that becomes an article. Maybe that’s what we all need to do to get through
this. We need to admit it’s hard. We need to say when we just can’t. We
need to talk it through. This affirms our feelings. This builds solidarity. This
is connexion. You, too, have it in you. I understand when you say you just
can’t. It sure feels that way. But, together, we can. Yes, we really can. “For
I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” ~ Jeremiah
29:11. That makes me feel like I can do it now. I hope it does for you, too. If
not, let us know – we can try to help, we can just listen (which is sometimes
the greatest help we all need,) and we can make connexions. Together, we
got this. At least, that’s how I feel right now.
Rev. Mark Marshall, Westminster United Church, 115 George St, Thamesford. Open Hearts! Open Minds! Open Arms! – Open for Discussion! makingconnexions.com.

Virtual
Photo
Contest

May 10th - 23rd
Free Entries
4 categories
prizes
hosted by Community Connexions
at Westminster United Church

Calling all budding photographers and selﬁe snappers!
Community Connexions is running a FREE Virtual Photo
Contest from May 10th - 23rd. Photos can be submitted
(one per person) in one or all of the following categories:

Family
Pets/Animals

Community Spirit
Lockdown laughs

(your best quarantine moments)

Three of our local photographers: Doris Weir, Shannon
Cliffe, and Bunny Warner, have graciously donated their
time to act as our panel of judges. It will be a blind
viewing and the judging criteria is as follows:
- 50% - Impact (ﬁrst impressions, eye-catching image,
emotional impact)
- 25% - Relevancy to Category (is the main subject of the
picture a ﬁt to the category)
- 25% - Photo Quality (in focus, no distracting elements in
background, etc)

PRIZES will be awarded for the top 3 entries in
each category! To enter your photos, go to:

makingconnexions.com/photocontest
Contact: makingconnexions@gmail.com
or 519-285-3212
Contact:
makingconnexions@gmail.com
519-285-3212 or 226-448-3656

Help & Co Home Care

INGERSOLL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The Ingersoll & District Horticultural Society is still planning to hold an outdoor “Make an Offer” Plant Sale Fri, May 21, 2pm-7pm and Sat, May 22,
9am-3pm in the parking lot of Unifor Hall. Plants will be grouped within
price ranges & you will be able to make an offer within the price range of
your plant selections. There will be a membership table as well. Donated
plants are very welcome & can be dropped off Thursday evening & left
behind the building or before the opening times either on Fri or Sat. Richard Poortinga & Don Rumble will have tomato plants for sale; there will be
some unusual annuals, and herbs available. We hope everyone will join
us for a fun couple of days. We will easily be able to social distance in the
parking lot. Also, starting the first of May, Richard Poortinga is selling, out
of his house, his usual tomato plants, and peppers, kale, and some different annual flowers. Richard is donating the proceeds to the Horticultural
Society. His contact number is 519-303-0234.

STOPPING TO SMELL THE FLOWERS

A Healing and Resource Centre in Thamesford
Meditation Sessions are now virtual, held every Wed 7-8pm, via Zoom.
Upcoming dates: May 5, 12, 19, 26. Email: stephaniemalo@hotmail.com
to register. You can also go to www.stoppingtosmelltheflowers.com to find
pre-recorded meditations. It will give you an idea of how the in-person/live
sessions go & give you some much needed time out from all the unknowns
in the world & in our lives right now. One day we can meet again in person,
& I so look forward to that! Stopping to Smell the Flowers series books also
for sale on the website – a great Mother’s
Day present. Join us on Facebook: @
Stopping to Smell the Flowers: A Healing
and Resource Centre to keep up to date.
Putting People in Charge of Their Own
Healing.
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Now offering full house cleaning services
All natural products
Fully insured
Weekly
Bi weekly
Monthly
Deep cleaning
Moving in / out cleanings

Book today!
519-670-1278

Sara Farr
Farrsara1@gmail.com
May 2021

COMMUNITY WELLNESS PROGRAM

We offer services to assist you with grocery shopping, social and physical
programs, dining & so much more. Feeling isolated, bored & lonely? We
can provide help, call us 519-284-3272. Please let your neighbours know
about this Community Wellness Program. Our May Prime Time Newsletter
will be out soon. Be sure to check the Town of St. Marys website or pick
one up outside the Friendship Centre main doors (entrance C). Stay safe
everyone! Our contact information is: Friendship Centre, 317 James St S,
St Marys.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON LADIES LEAGUE

Games over 200, week of Mar 17: Toni Scaiff 214, Henrietta Mulder 210,
Veronica Jackson 210 & Barb Freemantle 206. Week of Mar 24: Judy Ruppel 227, Barb Freemantle 217 & Mary Jane Binns 203. Week of Mar 31:
Bonnie Johnstone 228, Barb Cornish 224, Toni Scaiff 203 & Lynda Hamer
201. Nice bowling ladies.

OXFORD BRANCH OF ONTARIO ANCESTORS

May 10, 7pm Laurel Beechey – Tombstone Tales. Tales of the pioneer families who settled in Tillsonburg & left a loved one in the pioneer cemetery.
Please register for this free on-line zoom event at https://oxford.ogs.on.ca/.

POSTPARTUM ASSISTANCE

Navigating Parenthood with Postpartum Depression is an 8-week online
mental health counselling group to support mothers through the changes
associated with transitioning to life with a new baby. Topics of this group
will include strategies to manage symptoms of depression & anxiety, exploring the losses & gains of parenthood, expectations, judgment from others, and changes in relationships. The group is open to individuals within
the postpartum period and up to 1.5 years after delivery. The group will
meet each Tuesday on Zoom for 2 hours May 4-June 22. Facilitating the
weekly group sessions will be The Counselling House interns. Please register online @ www.thecounsellinghouse.ca.

SHORT HOP FLIGHTS BANNED IN FRANCE!

Once it is again safe for students to travel with ISE Ontario, it will be great
to see that they too will adopt a very European idea about travel as soon
as they land in Paris. When Jessica Hatch & Ella Vries participated in exchanges & gained a bursary for their
observations on active, local, regional &
long-distance travel, they realized that
European travel is far more efficient
than ours is currently. Students thinking about travel in the grade 8 through
12 years can also consider how Oxford
County will support their gathering of innovative ideas. ISE is actively interested in the work of these two and those
who follow them. For more information,
go to bryansmith@iseontario.on.ca or
www.iseontario.on.ca.

JIM GOARLEY
Operations Manager
MIKE
MINOGUE

London East 519-451-2886
jimg@carstarlondoneast.ca
londoneast@carstar.ca
46 Firestone Blvd., London
Ingersoll 226-984-9284
At Glassford Chrysler
30 Samnah Crescent, Ingersoll www.carstar.ca
Village Voice

4-H

The 4-H motto “Learn To Do By Doing” fits right into today’s world! 4-H members & volunteers are both developing new skills through everyday life & the 4-H projects
available. The Pollinator 4-H project with the Brooksdale
4-H Club will learn about pollinators with focus on the
honeybee & pollinator gardens. Members will be doing a
community service project of 2 pollinator gardens in the new community
gardens in Township of Zorra. Meeting topics include pollinators in general, Winnie the Pooh favorite food, planting & caring for pollinator gardens
& pond pollinators. There will be tours with beekeepers, honey harvest &
Agri Tourism field trip. The Oxford Beef Club will explore multiple topics
that are relevant to the beef business here in Ontario. Beef Club meetings
began the 1st week of April & continue into the fall showing off 4-H member
beef projects. The Fancy Feather 4-H project will have the Elgin Middlesex
Poultry Club supplying members with chicks. Members will learn about
incubation, basic care of chicks, nutrition, tour facilities virtually, show
preparation for the birds the members raise. They are planning to have an
in-person show for members to participate at in the fall. Members will be
able to raise fancy show birds as part of their 4-H project. It is important
to remember that for any 4-H project, the focus is on the development of
the participant rather than the actual project animal. The Community 4-H
Club meeting theme this year is “What’s your plan for: Financial Fitness,
Food, Health, Community & Career”. Members will be discussing how they
are going to manage each of the categories, what support they need to
achieve their plan, then make their own plan. Members & club volunteers
are excited to be participating in the Relay for Life for the 15th year on June
12! They have raised over $146,500 over the years & hope to raise enough
to reach $150,000 in the 15 years. If you are wanting to support the club
with their fundraising efforts, please contact Shonna at 519-854-6919 call/
text or wardshonna@hotmail.com. There is always something happening
and to learn more about the 4-H program, please contact the acting Oxford
4-H Communications Coordinator, Shonna Ward, by email oxfordcounty4h@gmail.com or call/text 519-854-6919 or check out Oxford County 4-H
Facebook.

THAMESFORD
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Our Freezers
are full:

New!
Chuck-It
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Eco Friendly
Dog Balls

Burgers Steaks
Pork Chops Bacon
Breakfast Sausage
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Tip Top/ Cat
16 kg
NOW $2399

Sparklers!

Center Cut Pork Chops
Peameal Bacon
Smoked Pork
Chops

Available May 20-22

Amish Camping
Great for Camping or
Grills Backyard Cooking!
/ 16 kg

NOW $2599

$

10999

Cheese & Cheese Curds

197 King St, Thorndale 519-461-1490 HOURS MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12PM

HARRINGTON COMMUNITY AUCTION

PLANTING PUMPKINS?

Due to the current & on-going Covid restrictions, we have decided to postpone our OnLine Auction. When conditions are safe, we plan to reschedule. Please check this publication, www.32auctions.com/Harrington2021
and our Facebook page: Harrington & Area Community Association for
updated Auction & Donation dates. If you have items that you planned to
donate, we would appreciate it very much if you could hold on to them for
the time being. **PLEASE NOTE - HANGING BASKET SALE previously
scheduled for May 15th is CANCELLED**Stay safe everyone!

With pumpkin rescues occurring in Zorra,
Southwest Oxford, near Ingersoll & elsewhere in the fall, now is the time to think
about planting some of the many varieties,
all edible. It is also the time to start collecting & sharing recipes for family favourites
with pumpkins & squash. If enough come to
bryasmit@oxford.net for an online collection
of Oxford’s finest food, expect to see a September publication.

PORK CHOP BBQ POSTPONED
AFFECTED BY SOMEONE’S ADDICTION?

Nar-Anon groups are a worldwide fellowship for those affected by someone else’s addiction.
We offer our help by sharing
our experience, strength &
hope. Helpline 1-877-239-0096.
Please contact your local area
or region for specific information regarding group changes.
Some group, area, and regional website information can be found at
https://www.nar-anon.org/other-sites.

Knox United Church Drive Thru Pork Chop BBQ has been postponed due
to Covid 19. We hope to schedule a new date soon. To be notified of our
new date please email your name & phone number to financeknoxunited@
gmail.com.

SUMMER THEATRE CAMP

For youth, Grade 4-10, returns to Ingersoll July 26-30. Fridge Door Live
Theatre Company has been offering performing arts experiences since
2006 and in Ingersoll since 2014. $150. 9-3pm, Mon-Fri + final performance Fri 6:30pm (pending restrictions). www.FridgeDoorLive.com for info
& to register 519-495-7305.

14

Village Voice

THAMESFORD

OFFICE

519-285-2499

May 2021

FAX 519-285-2923

New!

Chick Days

Soil Test Kits

old
19 week
n hens
ISA brow
.
available
ates.
Ask for d

-includes postage to send sample

3 year program to get your
lawn looking great

$

49

95

GREAT SELECTION of Poultry
waterers, feeders, heat lamps & bulbs

See In Store For
More Details

CHOOSE FROM OUR
TRICOUNTY CHICK
FEED, HOMESTEAD
TURKEY & DUCK FEED
OR NON GMO FEED

Spring Fertilizer
Starting
at

$

2450

/25kg

May
Special

Chlorine 65¢

/ Liter

10L & 20L Jugs Available +DEPOSIT

Order By:.................... Pick Up:
May 3................ June 8
May 25.............. June 29
June 28............. Aug 3
Aug 3................. Sept 8

Varieties Available: White & Brown Egg Layers
• Meat Birds • Turkeys • Ducks

Pool
Salt
$

We are pleased to be the retail outlet for:

999

Stop in to see our selection or call ahead to ensure availability.

20 kg

197 King St, Thorndale 519-461-1490 HOURS MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12PM

EMBRO HIGHLAND GAMES

After much consideration, the Board members of the Zorra Caledonian Society have
made the difficult decision to cancel the 84th
Embro Highland Games scheduled for July
1st, 2021. We unanimously agreed that is
our responsibility to offer an event that is safe
for all guests, competitors and volunteers by
complying to all health protocols during these
unprecedented times. Since the founding of
the Zorra Caledonian Society in 1937, only
once have the Games been cancelled. It was
during World War II in the summer of 1942.
And now, due to the pandemic, we are cancelling for the 2nd year in a row. Many months of planning go into the organization of this event & many of our participants who travel from far outside
of our community have already sent their regrets for this summer. In the
meantime, we are closely monitoring the COVID 19 restrictions in our area
& are in the process of planning some incredibly special events in order to
celebrate the “Spirit of the Games” on July 1st. For those Scottish enthusiasts, the Society will be holding virtual as well as socially distanced events
during the year. Please keep checking our Website, our Facebook Page
and other social media platforms for exciting opportunities to celebrate our
Scottish heritage and get involved with our community. In particular, please
watch for the following:
•On July 1stwatch for virtual piping and drumming online “Embro Highland
Games Online”. •And we also have a few more surprises up our kilts!
Looking towards the future, we are anxious to see everyone again in
July 2022 when we can once again reunite with friends and clans on the
grounds of the Embro Highland Games. Until then stay safe and healthy.
Sincerely, The Zorra Caledonian Board of Directors.
For information on the Zorra Caledonian Society visit www.embrohighlandgames.ca. Contact: President, Jennifer Moodie jenmoodie@yahoo.ca.
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Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays
Call Dave 519-285-3016
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Farm Safety

THORNDALE LIBRARY NEWS

Safe Storage:
Spontaneous Ignition of Crops
Causes Fires

IT CAN ALSO SAVE YOUR LIFE!

• Before Storing: Provide proper ventilation
• Ensure crops are well-dried and properly cured.
• Make sure wet grains are below the safe
moisture content before storage.
• Check for spontaneous heating hazards,
eg:working
manure
pile. monoxide
It’s the law to have
carbon
alarms leaking
adjacentroofs
to all&
sleeping
areas
• Repair
openings
to ifprotect stored
your RV, trailer
or mobile
home
has
crops
against
wetness.
a fuel-burning appliance, fireplace
or an attached garage.

During Storage

Failure
to comply
could
result
• Inspect
daily for
signs
of steaming, irritating
in a ticket
for
$360
or
a
fine
of "flues" in the
odours, wet areas and
up to $50,000.

Middlesex County Library continues
to adjust our services as needed to
comply with any provincial or local
mandates. To ensure you have the
most current information, follow us
on Facebook or Twitter. Remember,
you aren’t required to sign up with a
Facebook or Twitter account to view
these pages. Just click ‘not now’ if
prompted to sign up for an account. If
at any time you have questions about
library services, we can be contacted
by email at librarian@middlesex.ca or
by phone at 519-245-8237. Several of
our branch book clubs, including one
at the Thorndale Library, are meeting virtually with Zoom. If you prefer to
participate at your own pace, Middlesex County Library also hosts a Virtual
Book Club through Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/MCLvirtualbookclub. The Thorndale Library continues to offer curbside pick-up
Thurs 4-7pm and Sat 10am-1 pm. Feel free to place holds for items from
our online catalogue (library.middlesex.ca) using your library card or by
calling the branch 519-461-1150 during curbside hours.

DIGESTER ACCELERATOR

hay for several weeks.

• Have fire fighting equipment immediately accessible.
Office of the Fire Marshal
ZORRA
AND
andFIRE
Emergency
Management
ontario.ca/firemarshal
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Insert Fire Department
Name and Contact
Information Here

If your green cone is overloaded, one solution to speed up the digestion
process is to add ‘accelerator’. Green Earth brand, though made in neighbouring Brantford, can be added to the green cone to help liquify bone, fat,
meat, egg shells & vegetable oils that should not go in an above ground
composter. Bryan Smith uses both, composting yard waste & carrot peels
in the black bin, while watching animal products disappear below ground
in the cone.

DECORATING DUDES & DEVAS 4-H PROJECT

In our latest 4-H project, we learned all about interior decorating & designing. On our 1st meeting, we did a bunch of activities based on the
design & layout of our rooms. We also had an interior decorator, Patrine
Frey, come & talk all about her work. She taught us all about the basics of
interior design, the 5 components of design, the “eye”, the colour wheel &
much more. On our 2nd meeting, we did more activities about our rooms.
Then, we had another guest speaker, Rietta Demeester from Reitta’s Decor & Design Centre. She taught us all about painting & about different
wallpaper. Our 3rd meeting was held at Fabricland in Tillsonburg. All 4-H
members were given $20 to put towards their fabric for their no-sew blankets. Everyone found the fabric they wanted to use & got it cut to size. Then
we did a scavenger hunt to find the cost of a bunch of different items. For
meeting 5 & 6 we were back at Dereham Centre Hall. We worked on trimming & tying our no-sew blankets. At the end of meeting 5, we also spray
painted picture frames so they would be dry for the next meeting. At our final meeting, we worked on making picture holding picture frames. We also
talked about what we were going to do for achievement. For achievement
all members were welcome to bring guests. To start off, all members talked
about one thing we learned in this project. Then, we played a few games
like “upset the bedroom” & “what am I”. We ended this achievement by
showing everyone on our blankets & picture frames. Overall, I very much
enjoyed this project & learned a lot from it. Sincerely, Sophie Daniel.

Call John
519-754-8894
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Book Your Spring Clean UP Now!

TAMMY

Professional Hairstylist with over 30 Years Experience

214 Allen St, RR #2, Thamesford
backporchsalon@hotmail.com
SHUT-IN SERVICE AVAILABLE IN THAMESFORD

H

ansford

COMPLETE
SERVICE

Bruce
Hansford

REE

R

P
W ress
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ng

RR#2 Ingersoll

EMOVAL

Logging • Trimming • Chipping
• Stump Removal • Asphalt Sealing
• Fully Insured • Licensed

Tel: 519-485-6481 Cell: 519-852-4099

Mulching, Shrub & Tree Planting, Pruning
Rototilling, Gravel Driveway Grading & Repair
Call/Text 519-808-3815

INGERSOLL 50+ ACTIVITY CENTRE

250 Ingersoll St S, 519-485-3869, info@ingersollseniors.com. Mon-Fri.
8:30-4pm (*please call before coming to the Centre).
Memberships 2021-2022 are now due. Only $30 for year! Payment can
be made over the phone, by cheque or call for in person options.
Fitness classes via Zoom. Classes include: Mon – Zumba, Tues – Chair
Yoga, Wed – Chair Cardio, Thur – Total Body Workout, Fri – OsteoFIT. All
classes are via Zoom at 10:15am each day. Registration required. $6 per
class for members OR $20 for 4 weeks & $8 per class for non-members.
*NEW* Playing Card Bingo (Zoom & Phone): Wed 1pm. All you need is a
deck of playing cards for this game. Join us via Zoom or over the phone
to play this fun, lighthearted game. Winners are entered into a draw for a
monthly raffle prize. Call to register.
World Issues (phone-based). Fri 1pm. Join us weekly to discuss topics
from our community, nation & the world. Please call to register.
Morning Meditation with John (phone-based): Runs Wed mornings 10am
on May 5, 12, 19 & 26. Start your morning with some relaxation. Call for
details. Register by the day prior to each workshop.
Spring Garden Party Luncheon Fri, May 14 with pickup at Centre between
12-12:30pm. Enjoy a delicious “Spring Garden Party in a Bag” complete
with assorted sandwiches, veggies, a treat & some fun things to complete
the experience. $10. Register by: Fri, May 7.
Royal Botanical Gardens presents “Gardening for Pollinators” (via Zoom):
Mon, May 17, 3pm. Learn about how to support pollinators, what determines a pollinator & more! Register by: May 14.
Art with Bobbi (via Zoom): Call for dates. Bobbi is back with 3 great workshops – Night Falls, Birch Sunrise & Northern Sunset. $25 / member per
class and $30 / non-member.
Country Cruise Day Tues, June 1, 1-4pm. Kick off Seniors’ Month with a
cruise around the countryside. Arrive at the Centre at 1pm to receive your
map & directions and then you can explore. Free to all. RSVP by: May 18.
“I Dream of Sleep” Workshop Thur, June 11, 2pm. Learn about all things
sleep to celebrate Seniors’ Month! This program is in partnership with the
Dorchester Seniors Centre and will be 1.5 hours with 3 presenters & a
“sleep care package”!

www.bobwilliamstires.com
1525 Dundas Street East, London

519-453-0460

Pick Up & Delivery
Service Available
Village Voice

PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

Contact John 519-365-1599, johnolivei@gmail.com. Visit our Facebook page: London Prostate Support.
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THE OXFORD COUNTY CHEESE TRAIL

The tourism sector may be slumping because of the pandemic, but Tourism
Oxford is taking a proactive approach by promoting its programs to county
residents. One of the unique tourism attractions locally is the Oxford County Cheese Trail. The Cheese Trail has been an extremely successful product, winning 2 provincial tourism awards. “It is a creation that allows people
to go out within their bubble & visit retail settings, restaurants & attractions
while following safety protocols,” said Meredith Maywood, a tourism consultant with the county. She added that while the trail may be open for
business now, some adjustments have been made because of COVID-19.
“You can’t be doing sampling at the counter of a cheesemaker, but some
are offering samples you can take outside & enjoy at a picnic table, and
some attractions aren’t open. We do provide information to let people know
what is currently open & by contacting a member of our team we can help
plan out an itinerary for you.” The Cheese Trail is a culinary trek where people get to choose the spots they want to visit. Most typically travel by car
but some of the sections can be visited by bicycle or on foot. Meredith said
“it could be a museum tour, learning how to churn butter, cheese tasting,
or an artisan who is using dairy to make homemade ice cream or chocolate. There are plenty of unique opportunities.” Over 25 businesses are
involved in the project & the first year of the trail saw about 20 new business to business relationships develop. “This included carrying products
in a retail setting & on menus, so the Cheese Trail has been very good for
the businesses involved to build a local network & celebrate the local story
for cheese & dairy,” said Meredith. One of the most appealing aspects of
the tour is that there is something for everyone. Meredith said she sees a
diverse mix of people coming out to enjoy it.
“Adults will come out & they will do a full-on
culinary day, meaning they hit every cheesemaker, restaurant & the smaller artisanal
food producers. We also see entire families
coming out, from grandparents to grandkids,
who create a fun day out in the country learning our history, exploring & tasting along the
way.” For more information on The Cheese
Trail, click here: https://www.tourismoxford.
ca/listing.aspx?categoryid=723.

‘THE BIRDY BOX’ SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE

Shannon VanDeByl & Stephanie Van De Ven grew up together in Otterville, but on a fateful January day, it had been over 20 years since they
had seen each other. The pair have turned a chance meeting into a new
business venture that symbolizes their shared love of birds. ‘The Birdy Box’
launched in March & is a subscription service providing pet bird owners
with the necessities but also throws in a few surprises. “We always try to
keep an element of surprise & mystery, but we also want to make sure
people know what they are getting,” said Stephanie. In the first-ever box,
customers will be getting quality bird seed, spray millet & a cuttle bone.
“Cuttle bones are particularly good for a bird’s digestion and it keeps them
busy. We will also include some fun things that bird lovers will love,” she
added. How the 2 reunited after so many years even came as a result of a
love of birds. “My dad has been a bird breeder his entire life, and Shannon
works for Ralph Moore & Sons with her family. This past Christmas I was
trying to think of what to get dad. I thought he would be over the moon if
I gave him a Moore & Sons gift certificate so he could get some seed for
his birds,” said Stephanie. She went to the store & started talking to the
clerk. “Shannon asked if I remembered her. We got to talking, catching
up, & within a month she had suggested that we partner up and do a bird
subscription box, much like the Bark Box for dogs. Between the two of us
& our experience, skills, knowledge of birds, the ideas just took off and we
started dividing & conquering. It’s a really neat story,” she added. There
is a charitable aspect to the new business venture. “We are in touch with
Hamilton Aviary & Birds Canada. We have them on our website, and we
hope people will donate to their charities & causes. Once things get rolling
for us we would like to do a regular donation to charities we believe in,
ones that rehabilitate birds of all kinds.” Stephanie added that they are in
touch with different organizations to support their events. From a business
standpoint, subscriptions are off to a slow start, but Stephanie believes
the market is there. “If you talk to Shannon, Robert Moore and Sons are
busy with an incredibly long list of customers across Canada. We hope to
have small, local pet stores promote our product as well.” ‘The Birdy Box’
subscribers pay $50 four times yearly, which includes taxes & shipping.
For more information or to sign up, go to www.birdybox.ca. The company
is located on site at Ralph Moore and Sons near Otterville.
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Bits n Clips
GLADYS RINN

1916-2021
The family of the late Gladys Rinn wishes to thank the community of
Thamesford and area for all the gestures of support following the death of
a beloved mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and friend to many.
Your cards, flowers, food and other forms of support have meant so much
to us at this sad time. Lockhart, Peden, Hominick & Wright families

SEEKING SEASONAL WORKERS

Pioneer is seeking seasonal help beginning mid-late July for
approximately 3 weeks. Positions consist of assisting in outdoor
field activities at the Corn Research Centre, located south of
Tavistock. Covid19 safety protocols will be in place at all times.
Requirements:
 Must be available to work Monday-Saturday and
additional hours when required
 Must be at least 14 years of age
 Reliable transportation to the site
 Ability to perform physical, outdoor work
To apply, please email resume to
jennifer.buchanan@corteva.com
Applicants will be contacted by email in July.

**Pioneer is a tobacco-free workplace**

BARGAIN
BUILDING SUPPLIES
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING & MORE
3066 Osler St, London

519-451-5633

fax: 519-451-5162
email: bargainbuildingsupplies@yahoo.ca

0’sf
0
0
o
1

Windows In
Stock

Architectural
Basement Stock
Egress
Custom Orders
from
Local Companies
Some Used

CUSTOM ORDERED KITCHENS CUPBOARDS AVAILABLE

S Steel,Stock:
fiberglass,
R
O
Door With Sidelites
DO
Patio / Terrace
RRIIOOR Custom Order
E
E
T
T
X
X
EE
All Styles With
Choice Of Glass
IIOORR Firedoors Ext /Int
IINNTTEERR
AGRI - Doors

HOURS: Mon-Fri 8-5 • Closed Wed & Sun. • Sat 9-2

---Internal Use---

www.bargainbuildingsupplies.ca
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THISTLE THEATRE UPDATE

Thistle Theatre's upcoming production is
“A Red Plaid Shirt”, a comedy written by
Michael G. Wilmot. The play will be directed by Mark Mooney and produced by Lois
Turvey & Wendy Marshall. In response to
the ongoing challenges due to Covid-19,
Thistle Theatre has made the decision to
reschedule our performance to Nov 2021.
Performance dates are now scheduled for
Nov 12-14, 18-20. Please check out thistle-theatre.com, or Thistle Theatre Facebook page to stay posted. Thistle
Theatre is looking forward to entertaining you with this funny play!
Annual Meeting We thank everyone who joined us for our Annual General
Meeting on Mar 17. A gentle reminder that membership fees for 2021 are
now payable. Membership can be paid by cash or cheque, and payments
can be sent to: Thistle Theatre, Box 333, Embro, N0J 1J0. Alternatively,
you can drop off your membership payment at Workshop Supply in Embro
with Christina, or any board member. Membership is $10. At our Annual
Meeting, the Thistle Theatre Board was confirmed for 2021. Current board
members: Christina Shelly (Pres), John Turvey (VP), Doug Turvey (Past
Pres & Treas), Wendy Marshall (Secretary), Lynda Pilon, and Peter Johnson, were joined by new board members: Kathy McKay, John Hazeleger,
Becky Issenman, Don Hilborn, Norm Northmore & Sydney Brockway. We
thank the following outgoing board members for their service: Harold Arbuckle, Phoebe Campbell, MaryAnne VanOosteveen, Colleen Zehr, Rob
Brown & Audrey Benbow.
Dramarama It is with much regret, that Thistle Theatre has decided to
cancel the 2021 Dramarama program. With so much uncertainty the Board
felt it necessary to make this decision. As much as we would have loved to
run the program, we felt that we could not run it in a safe manner for staff
and campers. We apologize, but look forward to running the camp in 2022.
In the interim, stay safe and be kind.
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COUNCIL NEWS FROM MARCUS RYAN

Vaccines! Please follow Southwestern Public Health & Ontario Health for
your opportunity to get vaccinated & help your community get out of these
restrictions. I’m on a waiting list for mine! As I write this on April 21 there
are 7 active COVID-19 cases in Zorra, and we are in a provincially ordered province wide State of Emergency and Stay at Home Order. While
our local numbers are relatively good, that’s BECAUSE of the controls in
place. Some parts of the province are not doing as well & patients are now
being transferred to our regional hospitals. So COVID or not, local or not,
our health care system capacity is strained. There are members of our
community who work in, and depend on, these services. I have always
been a fan of science & of evidence based decision making. This has been
especially relevant during a pandemic. Zorra Township has consistently
consulted with, and followed the advice of, our public health experts. On
April 17 I took the uncomfortable step of writing to the Premier to ask him
to do the same. The strengthening of the Stay-at-Home Order on April 16
did 2 things that were not supported by science & evidence. It gave police
the authority to require any individual to provide their home address &
purpose for not being at their residence. I have confidence in our Oxford
OPP. They are good people, doing a difficult job, for the right reasons. But
I’m uncomfortable with the provincial order giving them both this authority
& responsibility. Any kind of random check has the potential to unintentionally go wrong. That is not what anyone needs. We need to be supporting
& encouraging each other through this harder phase, not enforcing. It also
ordered all parks closed. Provincial, and our local Southwestern Public
Health, experts have been clear that outdoor activity was safer & necessary for physical & mental health. There are many residents who do not
have access to large backyards & depend on park spaces as a safe place
to get fresh air & exercise. I, along with many Ontario Mayors, asked that
the province reconsider these aspects of the order, and I am happy that
they did. Please continue to #DoYourPart to help prevent the spread of
COVID-19, to keep your community healthy, and businesses and services
open: • Stay home if you are sick • Practice physical distancing by staying
at least 2 metres apart • Wear a face covering • Wash your hands • do
not gather with people outside your household. One of the main things
I’m looking forward to when this is over is a beer & wings at Brunny’s. Or
getting a hard time from the regulars in the Highland. But until we’re vaccinated that’s not likely. These restaurants, retail stores, and their staff need
our support. So please, if you want them there when this is over, and if you
can afford it, order takeout. LOTS of takeout.
In April Oxford County Council set the tax policy for 2021 with no changes
to ratios. For County tax purposes this will result in: - the average residential property tax bill decreasing by $6; - typical farm related property tax
bill will decrease by $10. For township tax purposes this will result in: - average residential single-family house assessed at $281,000 would see a
decrease of -$6.79 or -0.22% - average farmland assessed at $1,521,265
would see a decrease of -$8.00 or -0.22%.
I have been working for some time now to find a way to achieve improved
traffic calming and/or a crosswalk for the village of Embro. With the location of the splash pad in Embro now confirmed, the Pedestrian Study done
last year was reviewed & there is a revised recommendation that a full
crosswalk be installed on Embro Rd / Oxford Rd 6 / Huron St at Union St in
2021. It will be the same as the one installed in Thamesford at the library.
Ground has been broken for the new Zorra Maintenance Facility (ZMF) at
County Rd 119 & Rd 78. I REALLY wanted to do a groundbreaking to celebrate it. But... COVID... so I just left my purple hard hat on the shovel. Maybe we’ll get a grand opening to invite you in to see this net-zero building.
Contrary to a media release from OPAL Alliance, the Council of the Township of Zorra has not altered its’ position with respect to the Southwestern
Landfill proposal by Walker Environmental Group. The Township released
a document on May 19, 2020 outlining the Township’s position on the landfill proposal. This position has not changed. To view the official position
of Zorra Township Council, please access the Backgrounder by searching “backgrounder” on the Zorra website at zorra.ca. Zorra did not pass a
motion that appears to favour dumps. It has always been Zorra’s position
that host municipalities, and only the host, should have the right to say
yes or no. This is not new: I have said this publicly. I have said this to local
politicians. I have said this to our MPP. I have said this to the Minister of
the Environment. This issue is too important to be playing communication
games. Zorra has been clear, collaborative & transparent on this issue
from the beginning. We remain open to talk with anyone about this issue.
I encourage you to contact your Councillors to ask questions, and express
your concerns & opinions. As always, please feel free to contact me on
any issue: Marcus Ryan, Mayor, Zorra Township, Oxford County Councillor
mryan@zorra.ca, 519-301-1634
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finallyhometeam@century21.ca

Alison Porter*
519-854-0856

Sales Rep.

alison.porter@century21.ca

596101 Highway 59 13 Wylie Sunpark Hidden Valley

$184,900

20

Welcome home to year round affordable living in Sunpark Hidden Valley Estates. This open concept freshly painted mobile home offers 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and many updates throughout. The well laid
out floor plan is ideal for down sizing, retirees or people who are just
starting out. The large living room features a wood burning fireplace
and is open to the bright kitchen and dining space. The master bedroom features a walk in closet and 4 piece ensuite, a spacious second
bedroom, in-suite laundry and full bathroom complete this space. Updates include, retaining wall, forced air gas furnace (2019), metal roof
(2020), water heater (2019) and new deck (2020). Located just outside
Woodstock and close to all amenities, this could be the one you’ve
been waiting for!

194568 19th Line Thamesford

474348 Dodge Line Sweaburg

758 Frontenac Woodstock

816 Normandy Drive, Woodstock
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Ontario Hunter Education Program
& Canadian Firearms Safety Courses

Civic
Corner
Civic Corner appears monthly in the Village Voice and will keep Township residents informed about upcoming meetings, notices, announcements
& other important information. Please feel free to contact us with any
comments or suggestions. The Township thanks
JC Graphics for providing this valuable community service.

www.ohep.net

Upcoming Council Meetings *electronic meetings*:

May 5, 9am
May 19, 6pm
June 3, 9am
Check the Township website for agendas at www.zorra.ca
Due to ongoing changes in COVID-19 protocols, we cannot guarantee
in-person attendance at Council meetings. All Township meetings are streamed
live on our YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCceQkQTakEgGU4PYRUT_C7g. If you would like to speak to an item on a
Council agenda, contact the Clerk 519-485-2490 ext 7228 or clerk@zorra.ca

RECREATION

Summer Camp registration is now open! In Embro & Thamesford, Zorra
Summer Day camp provides full day, week long care for children aged 4-11
years. Cost is $160 for the week. Register at www.zorra.ca
Thamesford Area Swimming Pool will be open this summer for Lessons,
Public Swimming, Aquafit & Lane Swim. Registration opens May 6. Visit www.
zorra.ca for more information on how we are modifying our pool operations to
provide a safe experience for our swimmers.
Pickleball will start again soon. Watch for details to be announced soon!
*recreation programs will be offered as COVID-19 restrictions permit*

LARGE ARTICLE COLLECTION

Free pickup of large items! Have items to the curb by 7am Mon, May 3.

NEW Zorra Multi-Use Court Committee

The Township of Zorra is excited to announce that we have a new Township
Committee – the Zorra Multi-Use Court Committee (ZMCC)! The purpose of
this committee is to work towards constructing multi-use courts at the Thamesford District Recreation Centre & Embro-Zorra Community Centre. The
committee is comprised of five community members – Andrew Goodwin,
Jim Gillespie, Ashley Herron, Brenda Carnahan, & Jeff Ruston – and Councillor Katie Davies. Please join us in welcoming our newest Zorra Township
committee. Thank you for doing your part ZMCC!

Tax Department

The second instalment of property taxes for 2021 is due May 31, 2021.
Why not try paying your taxes online?
Online or telephone banking is available for making monthly, arrears, or regular
instalments. Through your online banking, go to “add a bill” and search for
“Zorra”. Select Zorra Township Tax and use your 15-digit roll number, excluding the dashes, starting after 3227 as your account number. Example: If your
roll number on your tax bill shows 011-090-25600-0000 then you would enter
this as 01109025600. If an error occurs, please add the extra four zeros at the
end & try again. If you have any tax questions or inquiries, please direct them
to Kelly at 519-485-2490 ext 7222 or khall@zorra.ca
eTransfer payments – accountsreceivable@zorra.ca

Township of Zorra

274620 27th Line P.O. Box 306
Ingersoll, ON N5C 3K5
519-485-2490 or Toll Free 1-888-699-3868
admin@zorra.ca

LIKE us on FACEBOOK and
follow us on Twitter @ZorraTwp
Village Voice

To register for the courses,
more details or
full course schedule,
contact Brian Kerr at
519 521 6703
bkerr@ecologistics.com

www.fseso.org

Apprentice Hunters & Mentors Welcome
ZORRA FARM ANIMAL RESCUES

There are many people with a genuine passion for animals, but for Zorra
Township resident Jill Parkhill, her love for animals is at an altogether different level. Jill & her family operate Touchstone Farm near Embro and it is
the fruition of a years long dream. “I’m from Mississauga and my husband
grew up in Princeton, so he’s a farm boy. We actually met at Fleming College in Lindsay and it has been our goal to have this life since we met.” The
farm features a number of different animals available for events such as
birthday parties, including a unicorn-themed offering. Many of the animals
are rescues & Jill said she is more than happy to give them a temporary
or permanent home. “We work with a rescue organization now so some of
them have arrived that way. We also do foster care to give horses a safe
place until they can be adopted. There have been a few of those we have
failed miserably at, now they are here forever because we just couldn’t let
them go.” She added the support of her family has been critical in growing
the farm. “I have loved horses my entire life. I have a very patient husband
& a daughter who loves horses too. When we got our first couple of rescues, we saw how amazing they are. We thought this could be kind of fun.
So, it started off as something small, but in seeing how much fun the kids
have and how much the horses enjoy it, we just thought okay we can do
this.” COVID-19 and the resulting lockdowns have brought some financial
challenges to the operation but making a profit isn’t a priority. “Our goal is
to have the animals pay for themselves. We literally make no money off the
events we do here and that’s fine, I am happy to work for them. This (lockdown) makes it more of a challenge, but we have made the commitment
to these animals regardless of COVID, to keep them fed, happy, and safe.
We make sacrifices as a family to make sure the animals don’t suffer,” said
Jill. She added that she retooled in order to do events at the farm and keep
better control over health & safety. “I’m hoping again this time we can continue to do that,” she added. Some of the animals have also felt the negative effects of the pandemic. “One of our ponies became really depressed
during the first COVID-19 lockdown because she didn’t have any visitors.
We decided to dress her up like a unicorn and parade her up & down the
road. The neighbours came out and waved & cheered for her and she was
much happier after that,” said Jill who added that one pony can’t wait to
get into uniform. “Just last weekend before the shutdown, we had a little
girl come out for a unicorn ride. We took out the gear, including a tutu, and
we put it over the fence, so we were prepared once she came. Kisses, one
of our unicorns, went right over to it and she stood there & waited until we
got her dressed and that little
girl came.” Touchstone Farm
features miniature horses,
ponies, large horses, miniature sheep & they just had 2
baby lambs born on Easter
Sunday. “We have a couple
of goats, and two miniature
goats who were bottle fed
after being rejected by their
mother so they’re really just
like big dogs,” said Jill. For
more information on what the
farm has to offer, visit: www.
touchstonefarm.ca.
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BEACHVILLE LEGION

Classified
Ads

Members of Beachville Legion would like to thank you for your continued
support during this time of change & challenges!
Fri, May 7 Chicken parmesan with twice baked potato casserole
Fri, May 21 Roast beef dinner
ADVANCE SALES ONLY! Call 519-423-6363 or email djulian@xplornet.
com by Wed 8pm week of dinner. Leave your name, number of dinners.
Take out starts at 5pm. 1st Come, 1st Serve. $13 a plate. Branch is currently closed due to COVID restrictions. Updates on Facebook or rcl495beachville.ca. Beachville Legion Branch 495, 39 Zorra Line, 519-423-6363.

HISTORICALLY BOUND:

Historically Bound: The History of Embro & West Zorra. Copies available at
Zorra Township office; Embro Cheese House; Oxford County Genealogy
Society, Woodstock; JC Graphics, Thamesford, email bren@execulink.
com, or call Helen 519-535-4728. $75 – 2 volume set.

HOUGH SMALL ENGINES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Sales & Service All Makes All Work Guaranteed
Since 1985 Free Pick Up & Delivery
519-285-5054 Mike Hough

If you want to drink, that’s your business. If you want to stop, we can
help. Call our confidential 24-hour helpline 519-438-1122 for assistance & connection to an AA member or check www.oxfordaa.com.We
are holding 3 Zoom meetings every week: Mon 1pm • Wed 8pm • Sat
8pm. The meeting ID# is 840 716 9177. Having difficulties getting into
the meetings? Call Harry 519-485-3196, 519-535-9005.

STANDING FIELD CROPS COMPETITION

SHARP INTERIORS

The Embro & Zorra Agricultural Society’s Standing Field Crop Competition
returns for 2021! All contacts & judging will continue to be virtual and/or
distanced; you only need enter your fields. Entries for First Cut Hay please
contact Jim Grieve 519-475-6163 by May 21. Advance notice for further
Standing Field Crops entry deadlines: Winter Wheat: July 9, Corn Silage:
August 20, Soybeans & Grain Corn: September 3. For further information,
contact Jim, see the Embro Fair Prize Book, or check the website www.
embrofair.com

Taping Painting Textured Removal
Mike Sharp 226-374-4187 mikesharpsts@gmail.com

EGAN THERAPEUTICS

Marjolyn Egan, Registered Massage Therapy,
CranioSacral Therapy, Reflexology, Laser Therapy
egantherapeutics@gmail.com 519-614-1080

FLEMING HOME COMFORT

MILLERS BARN DEMOLITION

Reclaimed Barn Boards - Barn Beams - Antique Barn Steel
Take a drive... located at
284376 Daniel Rd, Mt Elgin. Closed Sundays
WANTED: WE BUY OLD BARNS

McKINNON CUSTOM FRAMING
& ART SHOP

Your local connection to superior service,
maintenance & installation of
residential heating & air conditioning equipment.

Matt Fleming

Creative Custom Framing • Art, Needlepoint, Photography,
Laminating • Home Consultation Available
519-765-4192 mckinnonframing@xplornet.com

519-617-4205
info@fleminghomecomfort.com
www.fleminghomecomfort.com
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Worship & More

St. John’s Anglican Church

519-285-3218

220 Dundas St, Rev Larry Edwards, Cell: 519-630-1384

Westminster United Church

519-285-3212

115 George St, Rev. Mark Marshall makingconnexions.com
Pastoral Care, Gerard Hamoen 519-532-1805

ELECTRIC INC

The Council meeting on July 17 had a very de• Residential
tailed discussion about the planning
for the fu• Commercial
ture single Public Works shop
to replace the two
• Industrial
mike@eganelectric.ca
existing ones (in Embro, and• Agricultural
South of Kintore)
with a single shop beside
the
current Kintore loand
519-285-2514
ready to go out for cost

Mike Egan

First Baptist Church 519-485-3046 Rev Trevor Whittingham
235 Thames St S, Ingersoll, fbcingersoll.com, fbingersoll@gmail.com
With the recent changes to the province wide lockdown, no in-person
church services or meetings will be held until further notice.
May 9 Mother’s Day Guest Speaker Diane McBeth - CBOQ BW

Truth Community Church

519-285-2112

154978 15th Line, Thamesford, truthcommunitychurch.ca
Pastor Steve Twinem, tccthamesford@gmail.com

East Nissouri Union Church

519-709-0282

Corner of Rd 96 & Line 15, Uniondale Pastor Gail Kavelman

Crossroads Alliance Church

519-485-4440

194552 Oxford County Road 119, Ingersoll
For updates on services and connection please
Follow us on Facebook @crossroadsingersoll

Chalmers United Church

kintorechurch.com

Rev. Douglas Peck, cell 519-872-6011, We are accessible!

Sacred Heart Church

208 HURON STREET, UNIT 4 WOODSTOCK, ON N4S 7A1
TEL: 519-421-7690 FAX: 519-421-9704
DAVE.MACKENZIE.C1A@PARL.GC.CA WWW.DAVEMACKENZIE.CA

shi.dol.ca

519-485-1802, 131 Thames St North, Like us on Facebook
Tues

11:30am

Thur

11:30am

Sun

10:15am & 6pm

• weddings

LINDA ARTHUR
PAUL ARTHUR

• anniversaries
• bridal showers
• birthdays
• Christmas parties

Free Reformed Church of Oxford County

• pig roasts

284793 Pleasant Valley Rd., Pastor D. Kranendonk, oxfordfrc.com

Catering for any Occasion

Banner United Church www.bannerunitedchurch.com
602800 Road 60 at junction of Line 15, Zorra Twp.
Hosting 5 grand services per year. bannerunitedchurch.com

Village Voice

• business luncheons
• banquets
• corporate catering

voice

519-461-1470

fax

519-461-0804

22254 Cherry Hill Rd., Thorndale, Ontario N0M 2P0
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• cocktail receptions
• dinner parties
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Sunday

Monday

DID YO U

KN OW

?

2

Tuesday

Wednesday

5

4

11

• Ontario Ancestors
• Ingersoll Seniors
Zoom Zumba class
• Virtual Photo
Contest starts

17

16

• Ing Srs Gardening for
Pollinators
• Ingersoll Seniors
Zoom Zumba class
• Zorra Caledonian
General Meeting

23

24
Victoria Day

30

• Sweaburg Lions Plant
Sale 10-2pm

31

• Ingersoll Seniors
Zoom Chair Yoga class

18

Lions Recycle
Day postponed
until June 5th

1
• AA Zoom meeting 8pm

7

• Ing Srs Meal Pick Up

• Beachville Legion
• AA Zoom meeting 8pm
Chicken Parmesan meal

12

13

14

• Ing Srs RSVP for
Thur Meal Pick Up

• Ing Srs Meal Pick Up

8

15

• Stopping to Smell the
Flowers Meditation

• AA Zoom meeting 8pm
• Ingersoll Seniors
Zoom Osteofit
•Ingersoll Seniors Zoom • Ingersoll Srs Garden
Total Body Workout
Party Lunch
• Deadline bursary appl.

19

20

• Zorra Council

21

• Discover Your Oxford • AA Zoom meeting 8pm
• Ing Srs Meal Pick Up
Roots, Back In The Day • Food Addicts 6:30pm
• Cycles of Life at the
gazebo 1-3pm

• Stopping to Smell the
Flowers Meditation

25

26

• Ingersoll Seniors
• Ingersoll Seniors
Zoom Chair Yoga class Zoom Chair Cardio
• Ing Srs Meal Pick Up

FRIDAY
• Ingersoll Senior
World Issues

Saturday

6

• Zorra Council

•Postpartum Counselling • Ingersoll Seniors
Zoom Chair Cardio
• Ing Srs Meal Pick Up
• Stopping to Smell the
•Thamesford Pool regist.
Flowers Meditation

10

EVERY

WEDNESDAY
• Ingersoll Seniors
Playing Card Bingo
• Ingersoll Srs Meditation

• Large Item Garbage
Pick Up

9

Friday

EVERY

YOUR LIBRARY
offers:
Ontario Parks
Day Use Vehicle Passes
to borrow!

3

Thursday

• Tools for Caregivers
Workshop

• Horticultural Society
Plant Sale 2-7pm
• Beachville Legion
Roast Beef Dinner
Village Voice
DEADLINE

27

• Ing Srs Meal Pick Up
•Ingersoll Seniors Zoom
Total Body Workout
• Healthy Life Workshop

IN AN EMERGENCY DIAL 911

22
• Horticultural Society
Plant Sale 9-3pm
• AA Zoom meeting 8pm

28

29

• Ingersoll Seniors
Zoom Osteofit

• Sweaburg Lions Plant
Sale 10-2pm
• Sweaburg Village
Garage Sales

OPP DIAL 1-888-310-1122

Advertise With Us & Support Your Community
Carly Collins

519-285-3514
Agent for Heartland Farm Mutual

Klomp’s Landscaping Inc.

From Blueprint to Greenscape
519-284-0254

Heartland Farm Mutual
Elgie Bus Lines Limited
519-461-1227

Transporting students safely
throughout Zorra Township

Van Beek Nursery &
Garden Centre
519-485-3081

519-285-2916

Landscape Contractor/Design
& Installation

Thamesford Accounting
& Financial Services

519-285-3249 Printing & Design

Property, casualty & auto

JC Graphics

519-285-2499

Income tax & bookkeeping services
The Village Voice is published as a community service by JC Graphics. Any opinions expressed are those of the author and not necessarily the opinion of the publisher.
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