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INTERNATIONAL WOMAN’S DAY BREAKFAST

Join us for the 21st Annual International Woman’s Day Breakfast Fri, Mar
5, 8-9am. The Mornings Show style virtual event is full of surprises including a guided tour of our office, special guest appearances including Tessa
Virtue & of course the opportunity to win a prize! Host Andrea Dunn (FM
96) will lead an interview with London Abused Women Centre’s executive
director Megan Walker with an opportunity for you to get involved and ask
questions. The annual breakfast is the agency’s single largest fundraiser
with all proceeds going to front line-services. Single tickets $30, bundle of
10 tickets $250. Ticket information at www.lawc.on.ca/iwdbreakfast/

SUMMER THEATRE CAMP 2021

Presented by Fridge Door Live Theatre Company, hopes to return to Ingersoll, July 26-30. The programs Build Confidence, Develop Competence
and Encourage Collaboration, in a personal & caring atmosphere, through
a performing arts experience. Registration available online at www.FridgeDoorLive.com. $150. Grade 4-10 as of Sept 2021.

PAINT THE TOWN PINK GOES PROVINCE WIDE!

A huge thank you to all businesses & residents who participated in Paint
the Town Pink for Breast Cancer and awareness for the month of October
in 2020 which raised $13,380 for breast cancer! A cheque was presented
to the Canadian Cancer Society. We are pleased to announce that we will
be taking our campaign province wide for 2021 with our focus on raising
awareness as 1 in 8 women & men will be diagnosed with breast cancer.
We have developed an amazing website & have changed our name to
facilitate all towns: Pink The Towns! We are on some very tight deadlines
this year. We are urging residents & businesses who would like our new
biodegradable lawn sign for October to place their order today. Yes we
know it’s early, but in order to meet manufacturing deadlines we have to
get our order in very early! Order today to be guaranteed a sign! Please
join our Facebook group: Pink The Towns for Breast Cancer Awareness
and Research. Place your order today at www.pinkthetowns.ca. We look
forward to seeing the town turn pink!

WESTMINSTER UNITED GRIEF WORKSHOP

We have been going virtual with our grief classes. Another 8 week
Edu-TherapyTM workshop is to start Thur, Feb 18, 7:30pm. Remember that
grieving can be caused by any number of losses - and now add to that list
the effects of a pandemic. This course can be life altering in learning strategies to shift your perspective. As always, the church subsidizes the cost,
so you pay $25 for the entire 8 sessions. Call Catherine Cannon for more
information and/or to enroll 519-619-8108.

THAMESFORD LIONS THANK YOU!

In recognition of Lions International Centennial in Canada in 2020, the
Thamesford Lions Club (chartered 1961) embarked on a project to build a
timber frame pavilion in the Lions South Park. Our club is truly grateful for
all of the support we received to bring this project to completion. We partnered with the Township of Zorra who collected funds, managed the project
& made a financial contribution. The project was supported by donations
from the Thamesford Lawn Bowling Club, the Thamesford Business Association & North Blenheim Mutual Insurance. Lions District A-15 made a
donation & several Thamesford Lions Club members made financial donations & helped with several other aspects of the project - the attached
picture is from the official opening of the pavilion held in December.

ONTARIO ANCESTORS

“House Hunting” is the topic of the Oxford County Branch of Ontario Ancestors virtual meeting Feb 8, 7pm. Debra Honor will talk about how to
find information on an ancestral home. Who lived there? When was the
house built? What style is the house? Use the skills to find out about your
own home. Meetings are open to all. Visit www.oxford.ogs.on.ca and click
on the link to pre-register and receive a link to join the meeting on Zoom.

Most independent businesses are run by people - not by
boards, not by stockholders, not by algorithms.
And so you get a different kind of
care and quality in their product
because their work is a reflection of
themselves.

519-285-3249
www.jcgraphics.ca
jc_graphics@rogers.com
140 Dundas Street, PO Box 400
Thamesford, Ontario
Canada N0M 2M0

- Erica Cerulo and Claire Mazur
Co-founders - Of a Kind

©JC Graphics 2021
Village Voice

THAMESFORD

February 2021

1

Classified
Ads
MILLERS BARN DEMOLITION

Reclaimed Barn Boards - Barn Beams - Antique Barn Steel
Take a drive... located at
284376 Daniel Rd, Mt Elgin. Closed Sundays
WANTED: WE BUY OLD BARNS

EGAN THERAPEUTICS

Marjolyn Egan, Registered Massage Therapy,
CranioSacral Therapy, Reflexology, Laser Therapy
egantherapeutics@gmail.com 519-614-1080

McKINNON CUSTOM FRAMING
& ART SHOP
Creative Custom Framing • Art, Needlepoint, Photography,
Laminating • Home Consultation Available
519-765-4192 mckinnonframing@xplornet.com

BEACHVILLE LEGION

For Your Next

TV OR COMPUTER
PURCHASE (OR REPAIR)

SHURR Electronics.ca Downtown Ingersoll 519-485-2790
In Home Delivery & Setup.

SHARP INTERIORS

Taping Painting Textured Removal
Mike Sharp 226-374-4187 mikesharpsts@gmail.com

We at the Beachville Legion wish to thank everyone who has enjoyed our Friday Suppers.
Your support of the Legion, Veterans & Community is very much appreciated. Curbside
Friday Night Suppers continue:
Roast Beef Dinner Fri, Feb 12
Ham & Scalloped Potatoes Fri, Feb 26
Call or email djulian@xplornet.com by Wed
8pm week of dinner. Leave your name,
phone number & number of dinners for a return call. Service starts at 5pm. $13 a plate.
Beachville Legion Branch 495, 39 Zorra Line, Beachville 519-423-6363.
Follow us on Facebook.

HOUGH SMALL ENGINES
Sales & Service All Makes All Work Guaranteed
Since 1985 Free Pick Up & Delivery
519-285-5054 Mike Hough

MARIE’S PAINTING

Interior & Exterior Painting
Find me on facebook. Call 519-494-5254
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Bits n Clips
THANK YOU - TPS 2020 GRADS

A huge shout out to the TPS graduating class of 2020. In the past month,
they generously donated $1,500 to support three local causes - Interchurch Christmas Hamper Program, Thamesford Firefighters Food Drive,
and the Community Food Drive / Salvation Army. It’s wonderful to see
these amazing kids giving back to their community in such a positive way.
Thank you!

THANK YOU ~ MUTSAERS

To everyone who has supported us following the passing of Jim, the
Mutsaers and Finch Families would like to express our sincere thanks
to the many people who reached out to us. The time you took to donate,
send words of comfort and support, bring food & gifts, plant trees, deliver
plants and flowers is appreciated beyond our words. Thank you to the
first responders who arrived to our home on Dec 4th
with promptness and professionalism

WOW - THANK YOU

Cycles Of Life for Supportive Transitional Living send a huge thank you
to the Zorra Firefighters and First Responders for supporting us with their
hugely successful food drive last December.
We truly appreciate everyone who helps us help others.

THANK YOU - COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE

On behalf of the Community Connexions Team & Westminster United
Church, I want to say a HUGE thank you to the Thamesford Community
for their incredible support of the Community Food Drive. Together we
collected 3,972 items and $1,938 that helped families in Oxford County
this past holiday season & beyond. A special thank you to everyone who
helped with the collection, packing, sorting & loading. In particular, Andy
Martin, Al Lockhart & Jim Manzer who hefted every box on the truck at
the end of the drive. It takes a village & you all proved that with this event.
Kate Lockhart

HEEREN, HELMUT JOHANNES

Passed away peacefully at Country Terrace in Komoka, Ontario, On Monday, December 28th, 2020, at the age of 93. Beloved husband of Hilda
Gertrude (nee Frey) Heeren for over 67 years. Cherished father of Kerstin
(David) Hammond, Ralf Heeren, and Henry (Shelley) Heeren. Proud
grandfather of Emily, Glen (Caryn), Karen, Elaina (Brent), Jessica (Randy), and great-grandfather of Rachel, Luke, Olivia, Carter, Zoey, Gabriel,
Grace, Aaliyah, and Skye. Dear brother of Gunther (Renate) Heeren,
Ewalt Heeren, and is survived by several nieces, nephews, and extended family. Helmut had immigrated to Canada in 1955, settling in Kintore
where he owned and operated Heeren’s Custom Woodworking until his
retirement. He was a member at Corinthian Masonic Lodge, Kintore and
always enjoyed being involved in the Kintore Community. A memorial
service to celebrate Helmut’s life will be held later. Cremation has taken
place. If desired, memorial contributions to the Canadian Diabetes Society would be appreciated and may be arranged through the Brock and
Visser Funeral Home Thamesford, Ontario (519) 285-2427. Expressions
of love and sympathy may be made at www.brockandvisser.com
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OPAL’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The OPAL ALLIANCE will hold its annual general meeting Sun, Mar
14, 2pm. In the past, OPAL has held open meetings with an information portion about resisting Walker’s dump plan. Due to uncertainties
with the COVID recovery, this meeting will be limited to OPAL’s members only & will be held remotely. All those on OPAL’s volunteers list
can expect further information via email. You will need to reply to it to
receive an access code to the AGM. Help stop the dump.

HISTORICALLY BOUND

Historically Bound: The History of Embro & West Zorra. Copies available
at Zorra Township office; Embro Cheese House; Oxford County Genealogy
Society, Woodstock; JC Graphics, Thamesford or email bren@execulink.
com or call Helen at 519-535-4728. $75 – 2 volume set.

Family Dentistry • Sedation • Braces

Dr. Scott Fairbairn
Evenings & Weekend
Appointments Available
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It’s Winter!
Please feed
the birds!

$

Tri County
Economy

BIRD SEED

12

99

25 lbs

WHOLE PEANUTS

$

19

AVAILABLE

90 S$A3VE

Chicken &

Oatmeal Dog

10 lbs

Armstrong

SUET

1

$ 50

Each

FOR ALL STORE PRODUCTS

Pet Food Locally
Made in St Marys!

$

32

Food

99
6.5 kg

$

ICE SALT

$

3999

/ 20 kg

11.4 kg

WATER
SOFTENER
SALT

Chicken / Turkey

/ Oatmeal Cat

799

Food

$

Canned Super Saver
New! Dog & Cat Food

899

/ 20 kg

197 King St, Thorndale 519-461-1490 226-667-6405 HOURS MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12PM
ROTARY CLUB THANKS YOU

The Rotary Club of Ingersoll hopes that our improvised Santa Parade was
a joy to all. It was a pleasure seeing so many kids & adults at curb side to
enjoy a view of Mr. & Mrs. Claus. We would like to thank all of those that
donated foods & gifts for the Xmas Baskets for the Inter-Church and the
Salvation Army. Thanks to all those that drove through the park to enjoy
the lights and then donated foods & gifts as well as cash to our The Rotary
Trailer that was set up at the Ingersoll Art Centre, a special thanks for
the centre for allowing us to use their hydro. The food donations were in
excess of 2 tons in the 5 nights we were at the park. The cash donations
were over $2,000 which has allowed us to purchase more food in 2021 for
those that need help. Special thanks to the OPP, Ingersoll Fire Dept, the
radio stations & all those that donated their time & effort to insure the project was a complete success. The Rotary Club will continue with donations
to the food banks and hope to buy a load of items for the food bank each
month. Anyone interested in donating to the food banks supported by the
Rotary Club can make a donation by mailing a check to the Rotary Club of
Ingersoll, 33 King St W, Ingersoll N5C 2J7.

David & Jayne Randall

DEATH CAFE

Westminster United church is hosting a virtual Death Cafe Sun, Feb 21,
1pm. Typically, a Death Cafe meeting involves a lot of conversation about
any aspect of the topic of death & refreshments! So bring your own cake
to the Zoom meeting! Now, more than ever, we need to become more
comfortable with this topic! Please be assured that these meetings are not
morose or morbid; often there is laughter & sometimes tears. The Death
Cafe organization truly believes in the therapeutic effects of these discussions! Call Catherine Cannon 519-619-8108 or Westminster Church 519285-3212 to get your Zoom link.

• weddings

LINDA ARTHUR
PAUL ARTHUR

• anniversaries
• bridal showers

Executive Directors

• birthdays
• Christmas parties

Celebrating 74 Years!

• pig roasts

Opening May 1st for Camping

Catering for any Occasion

• business luncheons
• banquets
• corporate catering

519-285-3334
4
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519-461-1470

fax

519-461-0804

22254 Cherry Hill Rd., Thorndale, Ontario N0M 2P0
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• cocktail receptions
• dinner parties

OXFORD COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANTS

See Our Website for Monthly Specials!
194253 19th Line
Ingersoll, ON
N5C 3J6

Tel: 519-425-0428
Fax: 519-425-1714
Cell: 519-630-6649
Email: shane@greatfloors.ca

CONSERVATION AUTHORITY RETIREMENT

After more than 17 years as General Manager of the Upper Thames River
Conservation Authority (UTRCA), Ian Wilcox has announced that he will
be retiring this spring. Wilcox has worked for the UTRCA for more than 30
years, starting with a summer job at Wildwood Conservation Area in 1985.
He held a variety of other positions before moving into the GM’s position.
"It is with mixed emotions that I am announcing my retirement from the
UTRCA," said Wilcox. "I’ve had the opportunity to work with some of the
best & most respected people in the environmental field. We have accomplished so much together, thanks to the enthusiasm, dedication, and hard
work of our staff team & the leadership of our Board." The UTRCA delivers
a broad range of environmental programs & services to watershed municipalities & residents, focusing on:
- protecting people, property & supporting safe development,
- delivering landowner stewardship,
- providing natural spaces & recreational
opportunities,
- making science based decisions, and
- empowering communities & youth.
While Wilcox is leaving the organization at a
time of dramatic change for Ontario’s conservation authorities, he is confident that the UTRCA
will emerge stronger than ever. Recruitment for
a new general manager is just beginning, with
the transition to new staff leadership expected by
mid-April.

INTRODUCING THE LOCAL SKILLS ACADEMY

We are all feeling that strain of COVID-19. It is hard to stay positive when
we are isolated from family & friends, and when we are worrying about the
future. And it was with this in mind that I Love Thorndale members have
been considering ways to keep the community connected & to bring a little
hope & joy to residents. The Local Skills Academy is about connecting
people with common interests & appreciating the skills and experiences of
those who love Thorndale including our local business owners. Our community is full of talented people & so we thought that it might be nice to
appreciate and celebrate their skills while providing residents with an opportunity to connect virtually. Anyone living in or around Thorndale who has
a skill to share is welcome to register to offer a session, and anyone that is
interested in learning something new can participate. Sessions will be held
through Zoom on Wed 6:30-7:30pm. There is already an exciting list of
topics & skills that will be shared including beer tasting with Gavin Anderson from Anderson Craft Ales, self-care strategies and Q & A session with
Dr. Kae the local Chiropractor, exploring culinary skills & recipes with the
Market on King, a discussion about real estate with a panel of local agents,
a DIY project facilitated by Robin from Lilylane Décor & Design, a session
focused on caring for your fur child or puppy run by Jessica at Franklyn’s
Paw Spa, and a chance to explore the methods of growing & advantages
of eating organic food with Laurie at Edible Acres. Go to Ilovethorndale.ca
to find out more about participating in the sessions that interest you, or how
to host your own session if you have skill that you are willing to teach others or if you have a topic that you would like to discuss. Anyone is welcome
to become involved in this community building initiative and you don’t need
to live in Thorndale to participate & learn.
Village Voice

Oxford Community Foundation (OCF) is proud to have partnered with
Community Foundations of Canada & Government of Canada to deliver
the Emergency Community Support Fund. $201,870 was distributed last
summer & we have now invested an additional $84,770 towards local charities supporting populations experiencing heightened vulnerability during
this crisis. Round 2 of ECSF has supported:
Women’s Employment Centre partnered with Cycles for Life to provide
food & personal care items for those looking for work & those in need.
Junior Achievement created an accessible digital platform for their financial literacy, entrepreneurship & work readiness programs.
Oxford County Community Health Centre supplies for Huron House,
helping people get off the streets & work towards a permanent solution.
Domestic Abuse Centre Oxford are replacing old windows that cannot
be opened to provide ventilation crucial to preventing COVID-19.
Community Living Tillsonburg used funds to develop an easy-to-use virtual platform to socialize & participate in activities.
Woodstock Art Gallery & Children’s Aid Society Oxford working to distribute creation kits containing art supplies & resources to families in need.
Strong Start to expand its Letters, Sounds & Words Program (LSW). Our
struggling readers are most impacted by this pandemic.
Social Planning Council Oxford in partnership with the Oxford Housing
Action Collaborative to find solutions for ending chronic homelessness.
Contact: lwardrop@oxfordcommunityfoundation.org, 226-667-6404.

EAST NISSOURI UNION CHURCH

During the season of Lent some of the folks from East Nissouri Union
church are reading a book called Finding Forgiveness in Lent: the power of Reconciliation. We will read independently & then chat with each
other on Zoom or the phone or by email. If you are interested in joining
us contact Pastor Gail Kavelman at pastorgailenuc@gmail.com or call me
519-709-0282. Beginning in mid February East Nissouri Union Church will
be holding Prayer Night on Zoom. If you want more information please
contact Pastor Gail Kavelman. As we journey forward through 2021 we
gather strength in the knowledge that we have found new ways to worship
& connect. We recognize the digital divide in our communities & we strive
to reach out & share our resources with our neighbouring communities. We
express gratitude for our families & friends & neighbours who have provided support & friendship over the past years. We acknowledge the differences between us & our uniqueness of perspective. We respect & honour
the past however we embrace the future with God’s will to encourage us.
We take seriously the concern for our health & safety and we abide in love
everlasting. Our online services will continue to offer a children’s time every Sunday morning at 9:15am followed by a family service at 10am. Plans
for a March break online craft time is in the works. Stay tuned here in the
Village Voice & check us out on Facebook. East Nissouri Union Interedenominational church is alive & well in 2021. To God be the Glory.
Pastor Gail Kavelman

HARRINGTON HAPPENINGS

We hope you are staying home & staying safe! Thank you to everyone
who donated to, or purchased items from our Online Auction last August.
The Harrington & Area Community Association & Harrington Knox Presbyterian Church are planning to hold another Online Auction this spring.
We are hoping it will be able to happen in April or early May, but timing
will depend on COVID restrictions. Stay tuned for further details here, and
on the Harrington & Area Community Association facebook page. Please
consider donating items that are new, or gently used condition. Items could
include vintage, collectibles or antiques, housewares, crafts or other items
that would be of interest to bidders. Pick up may be possible. Please call
Brenda 519-275-1533 or Sharon 519-475-6069.
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Description of awards available at www.royallepage.ca

1 Charles St East, Ingersoll

Goldhawk Team Realtor:

$859,900

Extensively Renovated inside &
out, top to bottom! Local Landmark with CC Zoning - the former
Ingersoll Library. Over 3900 SF
of Exquisitely finished space on 3
levels. Zoning permits long list of
uses including residential. Consider
a live/work combination in this
amazing property!

Goldhawk Team Realtor
Under Covid Lockdown:

Still getting it done!
from evaluation to listing to selling:
we’re adapting to serve you safely & efficiently using the
latest technologies. Call us for all your real estate needs!

SOLD
55 Canterbury, Ingersoll

Follow Us on Instagram - Like Us on Facebook
Contact Us Anytime for Info On Our Newest Listings & Market Updates!

519 902 5667
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“THE HILL WE CLIMB”

Having just watched the Inauguration ceremonies from Washington DC
with tears in my eyes, I wanted to share its overarching themes that we,
too, can carry into our daily lives. Lately, our church has been celebrating
the theme of “Eureka,” honouring all the discoveries we’ve been making
during these days of lockdown & stay at home orders. Discoveries are a
dis-covering of what was already there – strength, resilience, love, hope,
and a sense that we are all a part of something bigger than ourselves.
We’ve been dis-covering God there all along. Inauguration day was a
re-dis-covering of what has all too often been covered by anger, lies &
division. On January 20, we watched the oldest person ever to assume
the presidency talk about the themes of unity, truth & light – mindful of the
need to hear each other’s differences to carve a path forward together. On
that same day, we watched the first woman, the first African American, the
first Asian American become Vice President. And, on that same day, bolstered by stirring, star-studded musical performances & powerful prayers,
we watched the youngest person to ever deliver a poem at an inauguration
– the first American Poet Laureate, 22-year-old Amanda Gorman, a confident young black woman from LA, descended from slaves & raised by a
single mother. I encourage you to find & read her entire poem, but I include
excerpts of it here to shine light in our darkness. May my words – the words
of this middle-aged, straight, white guy, the epitome of power & privilege –
be silenced now to allow her prophetic words to shine through:
From “The Hill We Climb” by Amanda Gorman:
When day comes we ask ourselves
Where can we find light in this never-ending shade?
The loss we carry, A sea we must wade.
... we lift our gaze not to what stands between us,
But what stands before us.
We close the divide, because we know to put our future first,
We must first put our differences aside.
We lay down our arms
So we can reach out our arms to one another.
We seek harm to none and harmony for all.
Scripture tells us to envision
That everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree,
And no one shall make them afraid.
If we’re to live up to our own time,
then victory won’t lie in the blade but in all the bridges we’ve made.
If we merge mercy with might and might with right,
Then love becomes our legacy
And change our children’s birthright.
When day comes we step out of the shade,
Aflame and unafraid.
The new dawn blooms as we free it.
For there is always light if only we’re brave enough to see it,
If only we’re brave enough to be it.
And all God’s people say: AMEN!
Rev. Mark Marshall, Westminster United Church, 115 George St, Thamesford. Open Hearts! Open Minds! Open Arms! – Open for Discussion! makingconnexions.com.

ITOPA

We are conducting interviews with our board members throughout 2021
& posting the interviews monthly on our website. These questions were
answered by Board of Directors President -Jim Konopetski.
How long have you been involved with ITOPA? My first connection with
ITOPA, or live theatre for that matter, came in 1992. The producer for ITOPA’s production of Arsenic & Old Lace suggested I audition. I was cast as
Lieutenant Rooney & got hooked!
What do you love about the Theatre? I’ve come to learn theatre provides
an outlet for our creativity & a unique connection with other people that
share the experience with us. I love crossing paths with a person that has
been part of a past production with me & realize that bond is still there.
There is a trust that develops while being part of a show, and I treasure that
connection with all the friends that I’ve gained over the years.
Why do you believe community theatre is important? The importance of
community theatre lies in the people that embrace the experience, whether as a participant or patron. Every live event is
unique, & different from a recorded medium. People are part of each performance. We welcome
you to read the full interview at: https://www.itopa.
ca/itopa-news/.
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INCLUSIVE
CONNEXIONS

Join Community Connexions and the Thamesford
Inclusion Collective for a panel discussion to learn
about the mission of making Thamesford
a welcoming place for everyone.
THAMESFORD INCLUSION COLLECTIVE MISSION:

ENGAGE with our community on an ongoing basis
ENCOURAGE everyone to participate
EMBRACE differences

March 8, 2021 at 7:00pm
Online Event on Zoom
More details:

makingconnexions.com/communityconnexions/
COMMUNITY CONNEXIONS AT WESTMINSTER MISSION:
HOST free community events for all
RAISE awareness about relevant societal issues
EMPHASIZE the important of community

Westminster
United Church
THAMESFORD LIONS

Happy Anniversary to Us! It was 60 years ago, January 1961, with assistance from the Ingersoll Lions Club, local community members of Thamesford met for the first time as a member club of Lions Clubs International
- Lion Joe Wallace was one of those men & we congratulate him for his
60th anniversary of Lionism - our club is proud of our service to this town
over these last 6 decades & look forward to continuing to evolve & support
everything Thamesford! The Lions are planning some virtual fun for the
Family Day long weekend! Participate for a chance to win gift cards from
local businesses! Follow the Facebook pages Thamesford Lions or What’s
Up Thamesford to stay up to date! We will be providing a link to print an
activity book package at home - call/text Lion Rebecca at 519-697-4650
or email thamesfordlions@gmail.com by Feb 12th to arrange a porch drop
off of the book if you cannot print it yourself.
Easter is not too far away (Good Friday is
April 2nd) and the Lions will again be selling solid chocolate bunnies as a club fundraiser - as we did last year, they will be sold
virtually with contactless delivery - look for
more details coming in the March Village
Voice & on our Facebook page. This coming Valentines’ Day, be sure to contact all
those special people in your lives & tell
them how much you care.
Lions - We Serve.

DISC GOLF!

There’s a pandemic out there! Opportunities abound! Disc golf is: played
outdoors, in any season. It is a Canadian invention that uses flying discs
to hit a target. It may be competitive or a solo pastime, it increases
eye-hand-coordination, develops muscles, is suitable for all ages & involves little financial investment. And it’s fun! But there’s not (yet) a course
in Zorra Township! Interested? We could develop a proposal to introduce
disc golf targets and tees into public property in the township. Please contact Katherine Grieve 519-475-6163.

THAMESFORD

February 2021

7

Dave Rutledge

Country GEEK
thames developments

Design / Build • Custom Home & Renovations
Impressed Concrete

Home & Agricultural
Computer Sales & Service

In-Home or Drop-Off Service

www.countrygeek.ca

519-536-0168
thamesdev@rogers.com

Doug Turvey
519-537-9037
countrygeek@xplornet.com

PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

Contact John 519-365-1599, johnolivei@gmail.com. Visit our Facebook page: London Prostate Support.

OXFORD JOB FAIR

Join the Work in Oxford Virtual Job Fair presented by The Oxford Connection Feb 16, 2-6pm. It is an opportunity to connect Oxford County Employers to hundreds of Job Seekers looking to work in Oxford. The event will
offer: •Unlimited 1 on 1 private chats •Virtual Booths •Networking opportunities. For more information, contact meaghan@connectdot.ca. We look
forward to seeing you online Feb 16!

ART GALLERY BOARD WELCOMES MEMBERS

The Woodstock Art Gallery has added 2 new members to its advisory board. Asma Khanani & Magda Stroinska were recently confirmed to
the board, which oversees the administration & operations of the Gallery.
Asma Khanani is a local artist & designer. A graduate of OCAD University,
her work as a metalsmith has been featured in design exhibitions across
Canada. Until recently, Khanani was a professor at George Brown College.
She is currently pursuing her doctorate in urban studies at Western University. Khanani is an active member of the Woodstock Art Gallery and served
as a juror for Visual Elements 62: Annual Juried Exhibition.
Magda Stroinska is chair of the department of linguistics & languages at
McMaster University, where she has been a professor since 1988. Stroinska has had a lifelong passion for art & art history. Her recent creative endeavors include photography, crafting & life drawing classes at the gallery.

H

PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENTAL FUTURE

It is the height of absurdity said Anastasia Lintner from the Canadian Environmental Law Association that a Ministerial Zoning order could not only
override municipal planning & best scientific advice, but could also require
the Conservation Authority to grant approval to a project that will harm the
environment & the community. It is contrary to decades of progress, insisted David Crombie, former head of the Greenbelt Council to push back
understandings of wildlife corridors & green space protection, at the same
time as ignoring community & public awareness & action about keeping
our source water safe for all species. The current pandemic should not be
used, asserted Anne Bell of Ontario Nature, as cover for a series of regressive measures like the ‘pay to slay‘ provisions about species at risk or the
false promises of replacement of complex ecosystems by built pretenses
at their replication. The government is going off the rails, noted Tim Gray
of Environmental Defence, when they legislate growth plans that lead to
more costly urban sprawl & promote highways that will replicate the taxpayer costs of the nearly empty 407. Visit www.yourstoprotect.ca to find
out how you can receive financial help & training in ecological preservation.
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ansford

COMPLETE
SERVICE

REE

R

Bruce
Hansford
RR#2 Ingersoll

EMOVAL

Logging • Trimming • Chipping
• Stump Removal • Asphalt Sealing
• Fully Insured • Licensed

Tel: 519-485-6481 Cell: 519-852-4099
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THORNDALE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Our meeting scheduled for Feb 10 has been cancelled. If you have a horticultural related story, photos, or links that you would like to share with our
membership in our online newsletter, please forward to us at thorndalehort@gmail.com. Check us out at https://gardenontario.org/society-listing/
entry/767/ & follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ThorndaleHorticulturalSociety/.

AL-ANON

Friends, families & adult children of problem drinkers find understanding & support at Al-Anon meetings. There are no dues or fees, we are
self-supporting through our own contributions. Call 24 Hours 519-4342613, al-anon.alateen.on.ca, al-anon.org.

LANGFORD
AUTO CARE
SINCE 1988

Rick Langford
519-285-2826 • Cell 519-872-9197
124 Brock Street, PO Box 352, Thamesford, ON N0M 2M0

ART IN THE HEART

You might be in the middle of your winter purge when you run across bits
of artistic trials, abandoned drawings, doodling’s or paintings that you feel
like pitching because you were not happy with the results. Don’t throw
them out yet because you actually discovered what didn’t work! Last month
I spoke of the 3 combinations that make the colour brown. You may have
experimented with these colours yourself. Hopefully you were somewhat
pleased with your results & you learned what combinations & ratios to use.
I suggest that you trim those test pieces of paper to 8.5 x11 then slide them
into a clear protection sheet & into a binder. Now, take the watercolour
paintings that didn’t live up to your expectations, trim them to also fit into
the same sheet sizes & put them into this binder as well. You can work
on the blank reverse sides for colour mixing in the future. Did you know
most watercolour papers have a right and wrong side? When you have
a bit of time, try it out to see what the differences between right & wrong
sides actually are. For myself, just before starting a new image on paper
(watercolour or graphite), I put a small checkmark on the front upper-right
hand corner... just in case I am distracted & can’t remember which side
is up! Back to the unlaunched painting(s), carefully cut out some of the
images or parts that you were happy with & carefully glue them onto paper
or cardstock to create a card. (A lot of the new glue sticks are acid free.)
Finish the card off artistically, inscribe your message & ready it to mail or
porch drop. Now you can send some art from your heart to another during
this month of February. If you have some Art in the Heart ideas to share
contact me at bwwarner@rogers.com.

The March
deadline is
February 19th
208 HURON STREET, UNIT 4 WOODSTOCK, ON N4S 7A1
TEL: 519-421-7690 FAX: 519-421-9704
DAVE.MACKENZIE.C1A@PARL.GC.CA WWW.DAVEMACKENZIE.CA
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ODER
Construction

SALES•SERVICE•RENTALS
LTD

Steel Roofs • Garages
Sheds • Additions • Renovations
William Yoder

Call Dave 519-349-2040
We’ll treat your water right.

156701 15th Line Lakeside ON.

519-349-2799
AFFECTED BY SOMEONE’S ADDICTION?

Nar-Anon groups are a worldwide fellowship for those affected by
someone else’s addiction. We offer our help by sharing our experience, strength & hope. Helpline 1-877-239-0096. Please contact your
local area or region for specific information regarding group changes.
Some group, area, and regional website information can be found at
https://www.nar-anon.org/other-sites.

LAWN SIGNS AGAINST THE DUMP

During the Stay-At-Home order, OPAL Alliance volunteers will not be installing No Dump signs on lawns. This is out of an abundance of caution,
to keep our volunteers & community healthy. If you previously had a sign
on a lawn, but have it in a shed or garage, this is a great time to put it out
where it can be seen. It’s an act of community solidarity. If you don’t have a
sign, but want one for eventual installation, please email bryasmit@oxford.
net who will put you on a list for post-pandemic delivery.
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OXFORD JOB BOARD FACEBOOK GROUP

Employers & Job Seekers in Oxford County: you can now post & find
opportunities on Facebook! The Oxford County Job Board is a free
resource. Anyone can share job postings with the group.

WHY DID THE CHICKEN CROSS THE ROAD?
To lay her eggs in an egg carton for Cycles of Life for
Supportive Transitional Living. Thanks to the generosity of our local egg producers, Cycles of Life is able
to provide their clients with fresh eggs. But help is
needed. Clean egg cartons (cut in half) & clean plastic
bags are needed. Drop offs can be made at the Ingersoll Table Tuesday downtown at the gazebo 1-3pm.
In Woodstock Sat, Sun, Mon & Thur 1-3pm at WERC.
For more info: 226-777-4008, cyclesoflife.fstl@gmail.
com or Facebook message us.

THAMESFORD
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THIS OLD CHURCH

Greetings & salutations to all those who read this column each month. So
much has happened in the past 4 weeks it’s hard to know where to start.
I suppose, to rank things by their importance, we should begin with the
coronavirus. You all know the details of this insidious & seemingly never
ending malady so I won’t bother to list them here. Suffice to say, every
aspect of our lives, both personal & corporate, has been seriously affected in a negative fashion. At this moment we are under provincial “stay at
home” orders. All nonessential indoor meetings are banned & we are not
allowed to visit in other homes or gather in groups larger than 5 people.
While these measures do make sense there is a lot of confusion about
how they will be enforced. My daughter was in a grocery store in Aylmer
& she saw a woman shopping without a mask. Complaining to store staff,
she was told that there was nothing they could do if the woman said she
had medical reasons for not wearing the mask. No proof was required & so
the staff couldn’t do anything. The anti-maskers in our area know this, and
so if challenged they all just say they decline to wear masks for medical
reasons. Where does that leave us? Another area of contention is with the
big box stores. Why are they seemingly not subject to the rules that are
having such devastating effects on small stores? Large crowds of people,
little social distancing & the purchase of nonessential items? I think that
people going into Walmart or Costco should only be allowed to buy groceries in person. Anything else should be ordered by phone or computer &
picked up curbside. That’s how the small stores are having to do it. Okay,
let’s move on to vaccines. I am in favour of vaccines & I will certainly be
taking one as soon as it is offered to me. Are they being rolled out quickly
enough? Probably not, but considering the vast numbers of people wanting to be vaccinated, delays are inevitable. Are our political leaders doing
a good job? That’s hard to say. At first I was pleasantly surprised by the
way that Premier Ford was handling the pandemic. He seemed to realize
the seriousness of the situation & move quickly to take remedial steps.
Lately I have been quite disappointed in his actions. He seems to have a
greater concern for the health of big business than he does for the health
of ordinary citizens. Now I know the economy is important, but financial
concerns should never be placed above the welfare of the citizens of our
province. Recently he dropped his mask & revealed his true self. In a letter
to President Biden he asked for help securing more vaccine. When discussing his request he said, “Biden is all Kumbaya, let’s get along.” That
reveals his real frame of mind & shows us how shallow he really is. On the
federal stage, results are only marginally better. When the manufacturer of
one vaccine announced a temporary halt to the agreed delivery schedule,
Trudeau weakly demurred. At the same time, when European countries
were advised of a delay, they raised a stink & the drug company backed
down. Enough said. I cannot end this column without a word about the
American situation. By the time you read this President Joe Biden will have
been inaugurated & begun his term. We wish him & his country a peaceful
& successful future. And finally, here in Thamesford, we have had to stop in
person services at St. John’s/St. Luke’s Anglican Church. Even our annual
year end meeting cannot be held at this time. Don’t be discouraged, “this
too will pass.” Take care, be safe, Rev. Larry.

ZORRA CALEDONIAN SOCIETY

Annual AGM will be held as a virtual meeting on Mon, Feb 22. Everyone
welcome. To find out how to “Zoom” in, please email Holly at info@embrohighlandgames.ca. Sl’ainte.

OFFICE

519-285-2499

FAX 519-285-2923
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HEATING & COOLING
WILL ENNS
519-532-3488
enns.air@live.ca
FULLY CERTIFIED & INSURED

-servicing & installation
-sheet metal fabrication
-gas line installation
-indoor air quality
-retrofit services
-fireplace installation

THAMESFORD FRIENDSHIP CLUB

SCWW The Ingersoll Seniors Centre has a new
program: Seniors Centre Without Walls, for individuals 50+ and adults with physical disabilities who
live in the area. You do not need to be a member of
the Centre. To register for any of the programs call
or email. These programs are through the phone,
similar to a party line. You do not need wifi or the
internet. There is no cost to you. Call the centre
519-485-3869, info@ingersollseniors.com
Hello to all Friends of the Thamesford area ages
55 & up. This month we would have looked forward
to enjoying our annual Festive Meal. Unfortunately,
it will not happen this year. We will not meet until
we are safely on the other-side of this Covid season. Last month I spoke about weather predictions & limericks. Since I
did not receive any replies or prediction words of wisdom I have decided
to pass on what I know to be true. We have a wonderful group of people
in The Thamesford Friendship Club! Thank you so much for your calls &
emails letting us know you enjoy the newsletters & cards you are receiving.
I know that the committee is dedicated to recognizing birthdays with cheery
cards. I know that the committee members also hand deliver some newsletters, they find humourous poems & rhymes to enjoy & still have time to
stay in contact to exchange new ideas. I know that the kindness shown
through continuing friendships are the elixir that keep us all feeling better
& good enough to outlast viruses. If you are interested in knowing more
about the Thamesford Friendship Club call 519-295-0054.

THISTLE THEATRE UPDATE

A Red Plaid Shirt Thistle Theatre’s upcoming production is “A Red Plaid
Shirt”, a comedy written by Michael G. Wilmot. The play will be directed
by Mark Mooney and produced by Lois Turvey & Wendy Marshall. In response to the ongoing challenges due to Covid-19, Thistle Theatre has
made the decision to reschedule our performance. Performance dates are
now scheduled for November 12-14 & 18-20. This play will have you laughing at the trials & tribulations 2 couples face starting retirement. It is a very
relatable play for these times as we establish new protocols during this
pandemic. Please check out thistle-theatre.com, or Thistle Theatre Facebook page to stay posted in the coming months for more details. Thistle
Theatre is looking forward to entertaining you with this funny play!
Annual Meeting We thank everyone for their continued support of Thistle
Theatre through these challenging times. Join us Wed, Mar 17, 7:30pm for
our Annual General Meeting as we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day & local community theatre. Our meeting will take place virtually on Zoom. Prior to the
annual meeting, current members of Thistle Theatre will receive additional
information via email explaining how to join the Zoom meeting and how to
pay for this year’s membership. Not currently a member of Thistle Theatre?
Interested in participating in the Zoom annual meeting & joining us? Please
contact us through thistle-theatre.com or Facebook.
Dramarama The planning for Dramarama 2021 has started, with Sydney
Brockway keen to be our Artistic Director. BUT everything will be dependent on how long the Covid-19 restrictions continue. A reassessment of
the situation will be done later in the spring, with more info to follow. In the
meantime, try to stay calm, follow the public health guidelines & be kind.

THAMESFORD
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FLEMING HOME COMFORT

FOOD ADDICTS ANONYMOUS

The only requirement to membership in FA is a desire to stop eating
addictively. No dues, no fees, no weigh-ins. We meet Wed 6:30pm
at Trinity United Church, 118 Church St. Masks & social distancing
required. For info, call Patrick 519-485-4146 or Gayle 519-532-4254.

Your local connection to superior service,
maintenance & installation of
residential heating & air conditioning equipment.

INCLUSIVE CONNEXIONS

Matt Fleming

Community Connexions & the Thamesford Inclusion Collective (TIC) is
partnering for a panel discussion to learn about the mission of making
Thamesford a welcoming place for everyone. The event will be with TIC
members Nikki & Bukki Alabi, Katie Davies & Marcus Ryan to discuss how
and why the Thamesford Inclusion Collective was formed. Join us online
for this event Mar 8, 7pm. Zoom links & more info can be found at makingconnexions.com/communityconnexions.

519-617-4205
info@fleminghomecomfort.com
www.fleminghomecomfort.com

519-285-3333519-285-3333

STAYING ALIVE

In face of climbing infection rates & community spread by COVID 19, all
reports are that Oxford may soon be called on to help bear the burden for
overloaded hospitals in Windsor, Chatham, Sarnia & elsewhere. Happily, Woodstock General Hospital recently received top accreditation for its
practices even as Tillsonburg Hospital supports Maple Manor Long-Term
Care. The Ontario Health Coalition, which has a local chapter, has been
calling since 2019 for a solution to “Situation Critical”, the systematic understaffing of care facilities. In light of the pandemic, it is too late for Ministry of Health inspectors to be deployed to demand plans be developed
over the next month. They need to direct actions to disinfect fully all places
where people are in congregate care. The province needs to create places
for testing, vaccination & treatment in field hospitals to relieve over-capacity intensive care units. Rather than the nurses’ association or an individual
doctor gathering the names of their members who are prepared to offer
help, the Ministry of Health needs to call immediately upon them to staff
long-term care facilities, hospitals, clinics & field hospitals. Without urgent
action, staying alive will be more difficult for those privileged with good
health & those with some previous conditions. Stay healthy!

519-285-3333
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INGERSOLL 519-425-5333

DORCHESTER 519-268-2288
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519-425-5333 THAMESFORD
DORCHESTER519-285-3333
519-268-2288
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519-425-5333
thamesfordpizza.com
thamesfordpizza.com
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thamesfordpizza.com

Ingersoll Services for Seniors
& Ingersoll 50+ Activity Centre
250 Ingersoll St. S. ~ 519-485-3869 ~ info@ingersollseniors.com ~ ingersollseniors.com

Curbside Meals

Zoom Fitness

Tues Light Lunch $5 • Thur Full Meals $8
Reserve by noon the day before 519-485-3869
Both pickup times are now: Noon to 12:30 pm

Tuesday Light Lunch

T hursday Meal

Feb 9 Mac & Cheese

Feb 11
Roast Beef

$5
Feb 2
Potato & Ham Soup
Feb 16 Pancake
Tuesday!

Feb 23
Waikiki Meatballs on
Bed of rice

from the Centre - Free to members!
Reserve at: 519-485-3869 info@ingersollseniors.com

Monday 10am Zumba with Ellen
Tuesday 10am Chair Yoga with John
Wednesday 10am Chair Cardio with Gloria
Thursday 10am Total Body Workout with Gloria
Friday 10am Osteo Fit with Chris

$8 Full Meal
Feb 4
Cabbage Rolls

Feb 18 Open Face Hot
Turkey Sandwich
Feb 25
Ham & Baked Potato

PSW Opportunities

Ingersoll Services for Seniors is a not for profit community
organization providing care for seniors and adults with disabilities
in their own homes. We are looking for PSW/DSW/HSW to support
clients in their homes, in Ingersoll and surrounding area. Duties may
include personal care, light housekeeping, laundry, meal prep,
medication reminders, reassurance checks, client notes and other
tasks that help the individual remain safely in their own home.
Client care schedule is a flex care model based on client’s needs and
care plans are updated on a regular basis.
The ability to work independently and as a team member supported
by the Assisted Living Coordinator is essential.
Must have a reliable vehicle to travel between client’s homes.

Please call Anita at Ingersoll Services for Seniors
519-485-2269
Workers needed for snow removal
in Ingersoll for our Home Help
& Maintenance
program
Call Nicole
for an application

Seniors Centre Without Walls
FREE phone-based program for individuals 50+ and
adults with physical disabilities is back up and running!
Anyone 50 and better is welcome to join, you do NOT
need to be a member of the Centre. There is no special
equipment required, just a landline or cellphone.

Kickstart with Kristi Mondays 10am
Meditation with John Wed - Feb 3, 10, 24 & Mar 3 10am
World Issues Fridays 1pm
Let’s Talk Covid Vaccines with Pharmasave
Wed, Feb 10, 1pm & Wed Mar, 3, 1pm
Dealing with Loss During the Pandemic Wed Feb 17, 1pm
Talk Towing with Bidwell Towing Wed, Feb 24, 1pm
Musings with the Mayor of Ingersoll Wed, Mar 10, 1pm
SEE MORE DETAILS IN OUR ARTICLE ON PAGE 2
All programs require registration.
Call or email more information or to register.
You will receive instructions on how to call into the programs
once you are registered.
In partnership with the Older Adults’ Centre Association of Ontario (OACAO)
with funding provided by the Government of Ontario.
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CAPTURING THE HISTORY OF COLD SPRINGS

With the sale of the former Cold Springs/Maple Leaf property for the
purpose of development, Thamesford is going to experience significant
change to the landscape of our village. While much of this change will be
positive for the community, we are simultaneously losing a significant piece
of our history. In the months leading up to the sale (and prior to the demolition of any of the structures on the property) Doris Weir (local photographer & previous employee), Stephanie Radu (curator of the Beachville
District Museum), and myself (Katie Davies, ward 2 councillor & local artist)
teamed up to document the structures & history of the property while we
still had access & before any changes occurred. As part of this process we
had several members of the community who had worked at Cold Springs
join us on site to provide their oral history which was recorded by Stephanie & her museum staff. Several artifacts were identified & removed, and
some donations have been made available to the project that will become
part of the museum collection, or be archived at the county. While all of
this happened quickly because of the timeline, the project is ongoing &
long term. What does this mean? First, it means that the result of this work
will be something that you will be able to see at some point in the future,
but it will take some time before it is available. Second, if you have history
you would like to share, whether it is items of potential interest relating to
this property and business(es) that operated there, or stories about your
experiences there, there is still an opportunity to contribute! While we are
no longer visiting the site, you can contact Stephanie Radu directly at curator.bdm@execulink.com to discuss your items/thoughts/stories, and make
arrangements directly with her. I am excited about the work that has been
done so far in documenting this local history, and look forward to when it
can be shared with the community and beyond. Thanks to all who have
assisted with this so far, especially to Doris Weir & Stephanie Radu.

www.bobwilliamstires.com
1525 Dundas Street East, London

519-453-0460

HARRINGTON HALL FOR RENT

Planning a function or celebration? Why not hold it at Harrington Hall?
Bright, accessible, cheery space. Holds up to 100. (However, current
COVID restrictions limit capacity). Reasonable rates. Contact Nancy
519-536-0955, or nancyskillings10@hotmail.com.

Pick Up & Delivery
Service Available

Farm Safety

OXFORD COUNTY JR FARMERS

As a new year has begun, we have also elected & inducted a new executive team. Our 2021 executive team is: President - Melissa Sinnige
Vice President - Tyler DeBruyn Provincial Director - Karen DeBruyn
Assistant Provincial Director - John Harrigan
Secretary - Sarah Danen
Treasurer - Carson Wagner
Fundraising Rep. - Amy Danen Newsletter/Media Rep - Joëlle Sinnige
Agricultural Contact - Matt DeBruyn
OCFA Rep. - Virginia Janssen
Social & Rec. Reps - Presley DeBruyn &
Megan Atkinson
We are looking forward to another great Junior Farmer year! Meetings are the 2nd Friday
of each month - currently via Zoom, and new
members are always welcome.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

If you want to drink, that’s your business. If you want to stop, we can
help. Call our confidential 24-hour helpline 519-438-1122 for assistance & connection to an AA member or check www.oxfordaa.com.

Safe Storage:
Spontaneous Ignition of Crops
Causes Fires
• Before Storing: Provide proper ventilation
• Ensure crops are well-dried and properly cured.
• Make sure wet grains are below the safe
moisture content before storage.
• Check for spontaneous heating hazards,
eg: manure pile.
• Repair leaking roofs & openings to protect stored
crops against wetness.

During Storage

WARMING HEARTS WITH WINTER WEAR

Winter clothing, hand & feet warmers, non-perishable food, toiletries, dental care products, shoe laces, boots & shoes are needed for the Ingersoll
& Woodstock Community Outreach Tables sponsored by Cycles of Life for
Supportive Transitional Living. These items, including food, will be offered
to people in need on Tuesdays (downtown Ingersoll next to the gazebo)
1-3pm. Sat, Sun, Mon & Thur in Woodstock (next to the Women’s Employment Resource Centre) 1-3pm. Donations can be dropped off at the
Ingersoll Public Library foyer, the Ingersoll Table or the Woodstock Table
(WERC). For more information: 226-777-4008; cyclesoflife.fstl@gmail.
com, Facebook or message us at Cycles of Life.
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• Inspect daily for signs of steaming, irritating
odours, wet areas and "flues" in the
hay for several weeks.

• Have fire fighting equipment immediately accessible.

THAMESFORD

ZORRA FIRE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
February 2021

COUNCIL NEWS from MAYOR RYAN

As I write there are 11 active COVID-19 cases in Zorra, 195 in Oxford, and
292 in Southwestern Public Health as a whole, and the Province is again in
a State of Emergency. Please continue to #DoYourPart to help prevent the
spread of COVID-19, to keep your community healthy, and businesses and
services open: • Stay home if you are sick • Practice physical distancing
by staying at least 2 metres apart • Wear a face covering when you can’t
physically distance • Wash your hands. People who should know better
are making bad decisions about travel. Don’t let it discourage you. People
in important positions, making big decisions, earning a lot of money, are
travelling & they shouldn’t be. That’s wrong. That doesn’t mean we should
all abandon the guidelines that are there to lower COVID risks. Just because they’re not doing their part doesn’t mean we shouldn’t do ours. Unfortunately, it means we have to do their share as well. But that’s because
they’re careless, and not thinking about their community. Be better than
that. On Jan 13 came the fantastic news that COVID vaccinations in Long
Term Care started in Oxford County. This is a start to relieve the pressure
on the people who work & live in these facilities.
Your Joint Municipal Coordinating Committee (JMCC) has published your
Peer Review Team’s (PRT) review of Walker’s Environmental Assessment
(EA) for their proposed landfill in Zorra. The PRT recommendation was
clear that “…in almost every instance the PRT has found the technical support studies to be lacking in regard to these key requirements. Accordingly,
it is our team's opinion that the draft EA fails to meet the requirements
of the EA Act…” "Accordingly, we recommend that the JMCC reject the
subject draft EA & urge the Minister to not approve it unless & until the
deficiencies noted are fully addressed in detail by the proponent & subject
to a further review by key stakeholders." This is a proponent (Walker) driven process, so it is up to them whether & when they want to proceed with
an application or not. I encourage everyone to read the PRT draft report
on the proposed landfill Environmental Assessment: oxfordreviewteam.ca.
At the last Zorra Council meeting of the year Council decided to award a
contract to build a new Zorra Maintenance Facility south of Kintore to replace the 2 existing facilities. Making commitments is easy. Keeping them
is hard. The commitments that Council made were: “We are a prosperous
community that provides opportunities to work & shop in our community &
to grow in a sustainable manner”, “We are an environmentally conscious
community, are good stewards of our natural environment & we protect our
environment by valuing our natural assets & using our resources wisely”,
and “Commit to 100% use of Renewable Energy by 2040”. Our commitments mean a lot to me. It is a matter of principle. Too often politicians
make commitments & then don’t do the hard work of meeting them. This
Zorra Maintenance Facility decision was a test of Council’s ability to meet
those commitments. I’m very proud of the decision Council made on this
project. It has taken many years, more than one Council, and countless reports answering council’s questions, and analyzing all of the options, to arrive at this point. The existing buildings are long overdue for replacement &
not suitable for housing or maintaining modern equipment needed to maintain our roads. Because of the way this project has been planned for and
financed over the last 10 years there will be NO IMPACT on 2021 property
taxes for this building. Additionally, because of the choice of geothermal
heating powered by solar panels through net metering, the building will
cost less over its lifespan than a conventional natural gas building. Zorra
residents will be protected against rising energy costs & carbon taxes. It
uses 100% renewable energy & significantly reduces the Township’s pollution & carbon footprint. Council did its part to meet ALL our commitments.
Since adopting development charges this term of Council the municipality
has collected $313,595 from new builds & development. That is $313,595
that does not need to be collected from the general property tax levy.
Growth paying for growth. Oxford County Council has unanimously passed
the 2021 budget as follows: 2021 Approved General Levy $63,724,374
or a 1.4% increase over 2020. However, because of the growth in assessment (new builds) this will result in the “average residential property”
valued at $271,277 paying $996 of the general levy, which is approximately
$6 less than last year. Zorra Township Council has authorized Staff to finalize the 2021 Budget for public consideration BEFORE FINAL APPROVAL.
The entire budget is available in the Agendas for you to review EXACTLY
what Council reviews. The 2021 draft proposes a $ 8,927,328 levy. This is
a total increase of $263,342 representing a 3.0% levy dollar increase from
2020 to 2021. Council previously received a report that showed the impact
on taxation of net growth in assessment in the Township from 2020 to
2021 of $205,400. This leaves $57,942.50, and it is proposed that this be
funded by reserves from the 2020 surplus. This would leave a net increase
of $0 to be funded through taxation meaning the 2021 Township tax rate
Village Voice

for residential would be close to the same rate & the majority of property
owners will pay the same taxes for Township purposes as they did in 2020.
Final impact on your property tax bill will not be known until decisions have
been made by Oxford County council on tax ratios (March) & the Province
of Ontario establishes the 2021 Education tax rates (set by the Provincial
Government). The next steps in the budget approval process are a Feb
3, 9am Council Meeting for reconsideration of Operating & Capital Budget, then a Feb 17, 6pm Public Information Session, and adoption of the
complete budget. Marcus Ryan, Mayor, Zorra Township, Councillor, Oxford
County, 519-301-1634.

MARCH BREAK CAMP

The Township is moving forward with plans to provide a Day Camp program during March Break! This year we are able to offer camp at both Embro & Thamesford Community Centres! Available for kids aged 4-10 who
reside in Zorra Township, this week-long, full day camp offers jam-packed
days full of fun activities like crafts, skating, games & outside play. Similar to camp this past summer, we are following all protective measures &
safety protocols as required by Southwestern Public Health & the Province
of Ontario. As our group sizes must stay small, spots are limited. Please
register early to confirm your childs place at camp. As we will only offer this
program as it is allowed within the Provincial Guidelines, full refunds will be
available should the program not move forward as planned. Registration &
additional information is available at www.zorra.ca.

Alexandra Hospital, Ingersoll Board of Directors

NOW RECRUITING BOARD MEMBERS
The Alexandra Hospital, Ingersoll is your community hospital.
We strive to provide excellent patient care and promote health
and wellness for those we serve.
Board members have a unique opportunity to help shape
health care for our community. The Board’s governance responsibilities include oversight and accountability for:
• Mission, Vision & Values
• Strategic planning
• Financial stewardship
• Quality & performance monitoring
• Stakeholder communication
We encourage applicants with a broad range of backgrounds
and skills to apply for consideration. Applicants should be
prepared to attend 1-2 meetings per month. Successful candidates will reside or conduct business in Ingersoll or the surrounding catchment area.
If this opportunity interests you, please forward a completed application form located at www.alexandrahospital.on.ca/
about-ahi/ahi-board/board-recruitment) & resume to:
Al Lauzon, Chair, Board of Directors
c/o loralee.heemskerk@ahi.ca
For more information, please contact Loralee Heemskerk,
Executive Assistant 519-842-3611, ext. 5303
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 4:30PM MON, MARCH 8, 2021
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finallyhometeam@century21.ca

Alison Porter*
519-854-0856

$749,900

Sales Rep.

alison.porter@century21.ca

$775,000

194568 19th Line

1410 Dundas St, Woodstock

Country duplex on 0.75 acres between Thamesford & Ingersoll. Main floor unit is a 2 bed, 1 bath unit with spacious
eat-in kitchen, spot for a dishwasher, 4 pc bath, in suite
laundry, mud room plus spacious patio. Electric baseboard heat. Unit is currently vacant. Upper unit is a 1 bdrm
(can be a 2 bdrm) with eat-in kitchen, in-suite laundry, 4
pc bath, spacious family room & large deck. Third rental
option is the 1200 sq ft shop with a 1200 sq ft loft with its
own meter. Shop has a 12’x10′ door & 10’x10′ door. Shop
is heated by propane.

Great C4- highway commercial zoned property right
off the 401. 0.36 acres right on Dundas St. Currently
owner occupied 1269 sq ft 3 BR, 1 bath house plus 1440
sq ft gas heated shop. High visibility location, main
highway and central to KW, GTA, London and Brantford. Flexible possession is available. City of Woodstock
water and sewer levy applies.

We have active buyers
looking for:

• rural properties, with over sized
garage in the Thames Springs
subdivision in Thamesford up to
$425,000.

373 Glenrose, London
Country duplex on 0.75 acres between Thamesford & Ingersoll. Main floor unit is a 2 bed, 1 bath unit with spacious
eat-in kitchen, spot for a dishwasher, 4 pc bath, in suite
laundry, mud room plus spacious patio. Electric baseboard heat. Unit is currently vacant. Upper unit is a 1 bdrm
(can be a 2 bdrm) with eat-in kitchen, in-suite laundry, 4
pc bath, spacious family room & large deck. Third rental
option is the 1200 sq ft shop with a 1200 sq ft loft with its
own meter. Shop has a 12’x10′ door & 10’x10′ door. Shop
is heated by propane.
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HOMELESS IN WINTER

Numerous groups around Oxford are working to help the homeless & to
end homelessness. You may have seen the Social Planning Council of Oxford’s report at www.spcoxford.ca, heard of Operation Sharing’s fund-raising walk on the “Coldest Night of the Year”, Feb 20 (www. cnoy.org for
info), or have watched with growing empathy as Mark Sakamoto on CBC
GEM’s “Good People” explores what it is like to be the son of a homeless woman or to live in constant uncertainty, even indignity. Decades ago,
Bryan Smith’s great aunt was among the ladies bundled up against the
winter cold in their furs & bedecked in jewels who found the sidewalks
strewn with bodies seeking warmth over sewer grates. “Someone should
do something”. One of the women did. A widow, inexperienced as many
in her generation with banking, fund-raising, organizing & interacting with
other sectors of the public, she learned how to do all these things. Today,
those skills are more widely spread, or easier to acquire. Sadly, the homeless are still with us, in greater numbers than ever. You can help.

Tooth Brushing Technique is Important...
1. Brush at a 45-degree angle to your teeth. Direct the bristles to where
your gums & teeth meet and use a gentle, circular, massaging motion, up
& down.
2. Make sure you don’t scrub. Gums that recede visibly are often a result of
years of brushing too hard.
3. Clean every surface of every tooth- the chewing surface, the cheek side,
and the tongue side. A thorough brushing should take at least two to three
minutes. Try to time yourself to ensure that.
4. Most people brush their teeth the same way all the time; this means they
miss the same spots all the time. To avoid this change your usual brushing
pattern.
5. Choose a toothbrush size and shape that allow you to reach all the way
to your back teeth. It is recommended to use a soft brush with rounded
bristles and replace it every three months.

Office of Dr Houston & Dr Sandhu
141 Dundas St., Thamesford

519-285-3307
www.thamesfordvillagedental.ca

The Council meeting on July 17 had a very de• Residential
tailed discussion about the planning
for the fu• Commercial
ture single Public Works shop
to
replace
• Industrial the two
mike@eganelectric.ca
existing ones (in Embro, and• Agricultural
South of Kintore)
with a single shop beside
the
current Kintore loand
519-285-2514
ready to go out for cost

Mike Egan

YAWNING CAGE PLAYER APPAREL

Dental Health Tips

Thamesford Village Dental

ELECTRIC INC

There are several clothing companies targeting hockey players, but Steve
Neirinckx has purposely marketed his brand differently. Yawning Cage
Player Apparel appeals to the serious hockey player & athlete along with
his or her family members. The Thamesford resident works full time as a
consultant in project management, but for him clothing & hockey have really gone hand in hand. “As I had kids and started coaching hockey, I noticed
all the apparel was predictable and funny. All the stereotypical slangs from
the sport are printed on a shirt and that’s great. But I started thinking of
the parents who invest in Triple-A hockey for their kids. They aren’t going
to wear that stuff.” Steve, who originally went to school for graphic design,
then decided to take a more serious approach to the apparel business to
appeal to families who are more serious about the sport & it has become
a passion for him. “I really enjoyed producing the graphics and coming
up with the name. The brand really is unique & stands out,” he added.
Steve says he has so far had a good response but is still learning the
ropes of the apparel industry. He launched the online business just before
the pandemic landed which has limited his ability to increase exposure at
events like hockey tournaments. He isn’t sure yet what the future holds but
understands that now isn’t the time to open a Yawning Cage storefront.
The brand itself has a unique flavour & vision which can be explained best
by its own words: “In a society overwhelmed with “bro culture”, we’re here
to remind you that this form of living isn’t for everyone. We’re a brand for
those who represent what it means to be a professional & aren’t concerned
with fitting into the classic hockey stereotypes that overwhelm the industry.
By wearing the Yawning Cage badge, you’re letting everyone know what
kind of person you are. Someone who isn’t just along for the ride. You do
whatever it takes, you never settle & push yourself each day to be the best
you can be & achieve success, in whatever it is that you’re doing.” Steve
has made the business a family affair with his blended family modelling the
goods on his website. The business has pledged to not only use high-quality products but also utilize local suppliers. The e-commerce website was
developed by a local designer & our clothing is all produced in London. It’s
especially important for us to buy local because the local community has
been supportive of us since we started. To have a look at Yawning Cage’s
product line or make an order go to www.yawningcage.com.

"Every life is worth remembering,
every family deserves our very best"

RR#1, 376311
Embro, ON N0J 1J0

Bill Friesen

Phone: 519-475-6906 • Fax: 519-475-0272

Please feel free to contact us 24 hours a day.

Scott
519-533-7171

177 Dundas St. W., P. O. Box 152, THAMESFORD, ON N0M 2M0

Phone: 519-285-2427 Fax: 519-295-0103
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Civic
Corner

THAMESFORD
LIONS
Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays
Call Dave 519-285-3016
Although he takes no credit for the idea, Bryan
Smith, who watched in awe as the Great Pumpkin
Rescue squashed food waste in 9 locations across
Oxford, was equally amazed by the postings from
goat farmers in many corners of the County who
were accepting Xmas trees for their herds to munch
on. Munch then mulch – what a good way to avoid
organic waste. This pine idea should be shared
again in December 2021 so that those who decide
to spruce up their homes for the holidays, can see
them go fir a good cause later. It’s a balsam plan to
look forward to.

NOTICES & ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Tax Department

The 2021 Interim Tax Bills were mailed the last week of January 2021. They
are calculated on half of the taxes that were billed on your property in 2020;
the bills will be due February 26 and May 31, 2021.

WINDOWS
A Division of RNB Developments

MOST ENERGY EFFICIENT
FINANCING AVAILABLE
The Best Warranty In The Business!

519-474-7100
519-200-9517

WINDOWS
DOORS
SIDING
SOFFIT
ROOFING
INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS:

February 3, 2021, 9am & February 17, 2021, 6pm – Regular Council Meetings
Check the Township website for agendas at www.zorra.ca
Due to ongoing changes in COVID-19 protocols, we cannot guarantee in-person attendance at Council meetings. All Township meetings are streamed live
on our YouTube channel at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCceQkQTakEgGU4PYRUT_C7g
If you would like to speak to an item on a Council agenda, please contact the
Clerk at 519-485-2490 ext 7228 or clerk@zorra.ca.

GO FOR THE GOATS!

2
22200
W Heritage Rd, Thorndale
firesidewindowsanddoors@bellnet.ca

Civic Corner appears monthly in the Village Voice and will keep Township residents informed about upcoming meetings, notices, announcements
& other important information. Please feel free to contact us with any
comments or suggestions. The Township thanks
JC Graphics for providing this valuable community service.

FASCIA

Why not try paying your taxes online?
Online or telephone banking is available for making monthly, arrears, or regular
instalments. To setup your property taxes as a bill payment through your online banking, go to “add a bill” and search for “Zorra”. Select Zorra Township
Tax and enter the Roll Number from your tax bill as your account number. Use
your 15-digit roll number, excluding the dashes, starting after 3227. Example:
If your roll number on your tax bill shows 011-090-25600-0000 then you
would enter this as 01109025600. If an error occurs, please add the extra four
zeros at the end and try again.
Preauthorized Payments are also available with options of on the instalment
date, 10 or a 12 month payment plan, visit our website for the authorization
form and either mail, drop off in our mailbox, or email it to Kelly with a
voided cheque.
eTransfer is now available for payments at accountsreceivable@zorra.ca . Please
indicate what you are paying or purchasing from Zorra in the message field (i.e.
building permit, composter, taxes, etc).
Sign up for e-billing
Register your property and receive your tax bills emailed to you. Visit our website for more details. www.zorra.ca
If you have any tax questions or inquiries, please direct them to Kelly Hall at
519-485-2490 ext. 7222 or khall@zorra.ca

By-law Enforcement - Winter Parking

Please be advised that the winter parking restrictions will be enforced until
March 31, 2021. For snow removal purposes, parking is not permitted on any
road or street from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 7 days a week.

JIM GOARLEY

Operations Manager

London East 519-451-2886
jimg@carstarlondoneast.ca
46 Firestone Blvd., London
Ingersoll 226-984-9284
At Glassford Chrysler
30 Samnah Crescent, Ingersoll www.carstar.ca
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All-Terrain Vehicles/Off-Road Vehicles
A reminder that ATV’s/ORV’s are not permitted on Township of Zorra roadways. As per by-law 72-20 the set fine for violation is $200.00
If you have any questions please contact the By-law Enforcement Officer at
519-485-2490 ext. 7230.
Recreation Department
March Break Camp, Ages 4-11 in Thamesford & Embro. Sign up: www.zorra.ca
Now hiring Camp & Pool Staff for this season! Contact sstarchuck@zorra.ca.
Township of Zorra 274620 27th Line, P.O. Box 306, Ingersoll, ON N5C 3K5
519-485-2490 or Toll Free 1-888-699-3868
admin@zorra.ca LIKE us on FACEBOOK
and follow us on Twitter @ZorraTwp
THAMESFORD
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Worship & More

First Baptist Church 519-485-3046 Rev Trevor Whittingham

235 Thames St S, Ingersoll, fbcingersoll.com, fbingersoll@gmail.com
SUN

Family Worship 10:30am

Due to the province wide lockdown, no in-person church services or meetings will be held until further notice.

Truth Community Church

OXFORD 4-H CLUBS

Oxford 4-H clubs are doing virtual projects. In 2020, the 4-H clubs learned
by doing by making changes to how the 4-H program is delivered to the
youth. Hickson 4-H Club project is ‘Muffins & More’, where youth will learn
to make muffins and other baked items like cream puffs, cinnamon rolls,
biscuits & loaves. Youth & leaders will be making the baked items step by
step on virtual meetings. Mt Elgin 4-H Club is also preparing for a food project with youth learning to cook through virtual meetings. Oxford Quilting/
Sewing 4-H Club will have youth making PJ pants or t-shirts. Again, youth
will be making their sewing item step by step through virtual meetings.
Brooksdale 4-H Club is currently doing the ‘Adopt A Grandparent’ 4-H project where members did have one in-person meeting to make cards for a
VON Adult Learning Group. Youth are writing letters to seniors, participating through virtual meetings to interact with seniors playing bingo & doing
a variety show. Lots is happening in Oxford 4-H! To learn more, contact
Oxford 4-H Communications Coordinator at oxfordcounty4h@gmail.com.
Youth need to be 9-21 years or 6-8 years for the Cloverbud 4-H program.

519-285-2112

154978 15th Line, Thamesford, truthcommunitychurch.ca

USE THE CONTACT FORM
TO SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS

Pastor Steve Twinem, tccthamesford@gmail.com

East Nissouri Union Church

519-709-0282

THAMESFORD.ORG

Corner of Rd 96 & Line 15, Uniondale Pastor Gail Kavelman

St. John’s Anglican Church

519-285-3218

220 Dundas St, Rev Larry Edwards, Cell: 519-630-1384

Westminster United Church

Thamesford, Ontario

519-285-3212

115 George St, Rev. Mark Marshall makingconnexions.com
Pastoral Care, Gerard Hamoen 226-781-2498

Crossroads Alliance Church

519-485-4440

194552 Oxford County Road 119, Ingersoll

Ontario Hunter Education Program
& Canadian Firearms Safety Courses

Sunday Service in person at 9 & 11am
Sign up required while restrictions are in place
Live streamed on Facebook at 9am @crossroadsingersoll

Chalmers United Church

kintorechurch.com

Rev. Douglas Peck, cell 519-872-6011, We are accessible!

Sacred Heart Church

www.ohep.net

shi.dol.ca

519-485-1802, 131 Thames St North, Like us on Facebook
MON-WED-FRI
TUE
THUR
SUN

Mass 9am

To register for the courses,
more details or
full course schedule,
contact Brian Kerr at
519 521 6703
bkerr@ecologistics.com

www.fseso.org

Apprentice Hunters & mentors welcome.
Smaller group classes are available, ask for more details.

Mass at 11:30am
Mass at 6:30pm
Masses 10am & 6pm

STOPPING TO SMELL THE FLOWERS

Free Reformed Church of Oxford County
284793 Pleasant Valley Rd., Pastor D. Kranendonk, oxfordfrc.com

Banner United Church www.bannerunitedchurch.com
602800 Road 60 at junction of Line 15, Zorra Twp.
Hosting 5 grand services per year. bannerunitedchurch.com

THE WELL

We do hope to gather to worship & praise our Saviour & King “Jesus” Sat,
Feb 20, 7-9pm and otherwise, we will take it one month at a time from now
on! 235 Thames St S, Ingersoll. Psalm 116:7 Now I can say to myself and
to all, “Relax & rest, be confident & serene, for the Lord rewards fully those
who simply trust in Him.” (The Passion Translation)
Village Voice

A Healing & Resource Centre in Thamesford
Meditation Sessions are now virtual, held every Wed 7-8pm, via Zoom.
Join us Feb 3, 10, 17, 24. If you have never meditated before this is perfect for you because it is a general & gentle approach. The meditation has
various breathing exercises & a visualization portion, all contributing to
slowing down the central nervous system from a “fight or flight” reaction to
calmness. That’s where we find peace, understanding & joy. Registration
is required by contacting: stephaniemalo@hotmail.com Participation can
take place on your cell phone/laptop/ computer - and you can also phone
in to the session if you prefer to leave technology alone! The fee for this
helpful & healing service is $35/month or $10 per session, payable via
e-transfer, cheque or cash (mailed or arranged porch drop off). New! Visit
www.stoppingtosmelltheflowers.com to access free pre-recorded meditations. Join us on Facebook: @ Stopping to Smell the Flowers: A Healing
and Resource Centre to keep up to date. Putting People in Charge of Their
Own Healing.
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Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3

• Stopping to Smell...
Virtual Meditation
• Zorra Council
• Ingersoll 50+
Meditation with John
• Local Skills Academy

GROUNDHOG DAY

• Call Ingersoll 50+
RSVP Tues Meal
• Ingersoll 50+
Zoom Zumba

7

14

8

9

• Ontario Ancestors
• Call Ingersoll 50+
RSVP Tues Meal
• Ingersoll 50+
Kickstart with Kristi

• Ingersoll Seniors
Curbside Meal
• Ingersoll 50+
Zoom Chair Yoga

• Call Ingersoll 50+
RSVP Thursday Meal
• Stopping to Smell...
Virtual Meditation
• Ingersoll 50+
Zoom Chair Cardio

15

16

17

• Call Ingersoll 50+
RSVP Tues Meal
• Ingersoll 50+
Zoom Zumba

10

• Zorra Council 6pm

• Ingersoll Seniors
Curbside Meal

• Stopping to Smell...
Virtual Meditation

• Oxford Virtual Job Fair

Thursday

4

• Ingersoll Seniors
Curbside Meal
• Ingersoll 50+ Zoom
Total Body Workout

11
• Ingersoll Seniors
Curbside Meal

18
• Ingersoll Seniors
Curbside Meal
• Grief Workshop

• Local Skills Academy

21

22

• Virtual Death Cafe

• Call Ingersoll 50+
RSVP Tues Meal
• Ingersoll 50+
Kickstart with Kristi
• Zorra Caledonia AGM

23

24

• Call Ingersoll 50+
RSVP Thursday Meal
• Stopping to Smell...
Virtual Meditation
• Ingersoll 50+
Let’s Talk Towing

• Ingersoll Seniors
Curbside Meal

Friday

5

Saturday

6

• Ingersoll 50+
World Issues

12

13

19

20

• Ingersoll 50+
Zoom OsteoFit
• Beachville Legion
Beef Supper
• Oxford Jr Farmers
Virtual meeting

• Ingersoll 50+
Zoom OsteoFit
Village Voice
DEADLINE

25

26

• Ingersoll Seniors
Curbside Meal

• Beachville Legion
Ham Supper

27

• Ingersoll 50+
World Issues

28

IN AN EMERGENCY DIAL 911

OPP DIAL 1-888-310-1122

Advertise With Us & Support Your Community
Carly Collins

519-285-3514
Agent for Heartland Farm Mutual

Klomp’s Landscaping Inc.

From Blueprint to Greenscape
519-284-0254

Heartland Farm Mutual
Elgie Bus Lines Limited
519-461-1227

Transporting students safely
throughout Zorra Township

Van Beek Nursery &
Garden Centre
519-485-3081

519-285-2916

Landscape Contractor/Design
& Installation

Thamesford Accounting
& Financial Services

519-285-3249 Printing & Design

Property, casualty & auto

JC Graphics

519-285-2499

Income tax & bookkeeping services
The Village Voice is published as a community service by JC Graphics. Any opinions expressed are those of the author and not necessarily the opinion of the publisher.
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