Thamesford Taking Action Group

Annual General Meeting June 17, 2009

Beaty Room – Thamesford Library

Submitted y Dan Fisher

Regrets were received from Mayor Margaret Lupton, Councilor Jeff Brown, Shawna Stonehouse (OMAFRA), and Warden Paul Holbrough.

It was moved by Marie Keasey, seconded by Dave Whitney to accept the Statement of Revenues and Expenditures from January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008 (attached) as presented – carried 

Marie Keasey also presented a letter from Thamesford Accounting and Financial Services stating that the statements of the Thamesford Taking Action Group for the period as stated above were reviewed and shown to be in order (attached)

Dave Whitney went over T’TAG finances and noted that our current bank balance as of June 15th was $2,152.50 – it was moved by Marie Keasey, seconded by Bob Houston to accept this report as read – carried

Marie Keasey informed us that both the Township and Oxford Small Business are supporting T’TAG and thanked them for this support. Marie also noted that Oxford Small Business will support our liability insurance.

Committee Reports:

Mill Project: Dave Whitney noted that the owners of the mill property are now in favour of having T’TAG arrange for an assessment – which is more than just for the structure but covers several aspects - and have sent a CD to Dave with over 150 photos of the buildings and property.

Dave had a meeting at the mill with the owners, Upper Thames Conservation Authority , and OMAFRA with positive results. Upper Thames laid out the options for the dam – repair/renovate which would involve approval/restrictions from Upper Thames, MNR, and Oceans and Fisheries or to have Upper Thames remove the dam and replace with an aesthetic “dam that is not a dam”. Upper Thames is also responsible for issuing approval permits for building renovations  along their floodplains.

Dave also met with Laura Dent of Dent Planning in regards to the Caledonia Mill Property where Laura acted as the consultant. Dave noted that he believes it is imperative to have this type of service, and Laura would be willing to act on our behalf to look into funding from the Trillium Foundation to finance Dent Planning as our consultants/project manager. Sarah Hill has also expressed interest in being our consultant/project manager and Laura Dent would be ok with working with Sarah as join project managers.
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In order to receive Trillium funds, it is a must that the community be behind the project, thus we need the village survey to be done asap and it should have some focus on the importance of the Mill property. 

It was moved by Keith Cosby, seconded by Dave Whitney to hire Dent Planning - or both Dent Planning and Sarah Hill - to work on getting an application to the Trillium Foundation to support their role(s) as project managers for their July 1st deadline – carried

In case the July 1st deadline was not met, it was moved by Marie Keasey, seconded by Bob Houston to have the project manager(s) work on the October 1st deadline for the Trillium application – carried

Community Survey: Agrim Jajal has submitted templates to the executive and may be waiting for responses before doing the survey.

Doctor Search: President Larry has a meeting with the Ingersoll group on the 19th.

Community Awareness: Keith Cosby will be attending a meeting at Council Chambers on June 26th in regards to increases in water and sewer charges, and his committee will be emailing Mayor Margaret regarding the need for stop signs, speed limit signs, and speed bumps for Banner Road and Thames Springs. Keith also mentioned that there is another Olympic torch relay meeting being held by Township on June 22.

Streetscape: Bob Houston noted we now have Canadian Flags at the Village entrances and will be looking into trees for Dundas street now that OSB has approved monies for this.

Wienerfest: Linda Collier is ready to go with pins, car magnets and is working on getting shirts. Linda still has concerns on parking, as the Grace Patterson park does not allow parking.

New Businesses: Don Knox said that the interest in a store was from a couple who frequently travel through Thamesford – Don advised them on who owned the empty store and has not heard back from them. 

T’TAG bylaws – it was moved by Marie Keasey, seconded by Keith Cosby to adopt the T’TAG bylaws as finalized by the Board of Directors, posted on the Thamesford Website and circulated to the members present – carried
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Annual General Meeting Business:

Moved by Marie Keasey, seconded by Pat Ball to appoint Thamesford Accounting and Financial Services to be the auditors for the next fiscal year – carried

Moved by Bob Houston, seconded by Wendy Lake to appoint the Royal Bank of Canada to be the Financial Institution for the next fiscal year – carried

There were 4 volunteers to stand as a director of T’TAG for the upcoming year – Bob Houston, Marie Keasey, Keith Cosby, and Larry Taylor. Larry will attempt to fill the Board of Directors by contacting those who were not in attendance at this meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9:25

.

