Update on T’ TAG projects

Our General Meeting on October 15th was again attended by our Mayor Margaret Lupton and the Economic Development Consultant from OMAFRA, Nancy Ross who facilitated a review of our recent First Impressions presentation by our partners from Grand Valley. Several new ideas popped out in that session and we will be reviewing those ideas along with other suggestions from our recent Thamesford Business Survey to form the future direction of T’ TAG. One of the important issues that came out of Nancy’s review was her suggestion that we also need input from the community before deciding our future direction. As Nancy put it “There isn’t any sense in knocking ourselves out to bring new businesses to town unless we know the people of Thamesford are going to support them”.  So you can expect a community survey, probably through the Village Voice, in the near future.

The Mayor talked briefly about the Township’s decision to purchase the old Dollar store and demolish it for parking. The thought is that the increased open space adjacent to the old grocery store should make that store more attractive to a potential buyer with lots of parking for businesses on both sides. Margaret also talked about a new by-law that is in the works to keep large trucks off the streets North of Dundas. There apparently have been several complaints by homeowners in that area about increased truck traffic on residential streets and the resultant safety hazard. Our T’ TAG group sees both these changes as positive progress in our community and would like to express our thanks to Mayor Lupton for her ongoing support to our community. 

Our T’ TAG organization was pleased to receive a very nice financial donation from The Calithumpian Committee as appreciation for our work to build a better tomorrow for Thamesford. We very much appreciated the donation and congratulate the Cali group for their contribution to building our community.

At our recent Board of Directors Meeting, you may be interested to know that we have aligned our executive structure to meet the requirements of Non Profit Incorporation. We are pleased to report that Roger Coker has taken on the responsibilities of our Chair of the Board and several other changes were made that you can see on our Web-site www.thamesford.org . Also we are in the process of forming two new committees, one to deal with problems / complaints on any issues relative to comfortably living in Thamesford and the other to facilitate a study of the Thamesford mill property to try to resolve issues that are hindering development. We need of course, permission from the private owners of that property to get involved, but it seems that in every discussion we enter into about the future of Thamesford, the mill is always the focal point that prevents Thamesford from reaching its full potential. In hind site it now appears that that property will only reach its full potential through public ownership. 

If you’ve got an interest in these issues and you’re interested in building a better tomorrow in Thamesford come and visit us @ our next Meeting @ the Library, November 19 @ 7 PM.
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