Thamesford Taking Action Group

Meeting of September 17th, 2008

Thamesford Library – Beaty Room

Submitted by Dan Fisher

Meeting was opened by chair Larry Taylor at 7:10. Guests were Mayor Margaret Lupton, Paul Holbrough, Oxford Warden, and Linda Collier, Wienerfest organizer.

Larry informed us that the application for incorporation has been signed and returned to Ian Blain on September 2nd. The board of Directors will be meeting on October 8th and future meetings are scheduled to be one week before the general meeting. A letter from Ian outlining the duties of the Board of Directors is attached. Policies will be made to prevent the “problems” of the August meeting. Bill Semeniuk suggested a sub committee be formed to deal with new business requests before the general meeting – this could include any requests received on the web site and passed on by Steve Turner.

Treasurer Report:
Larry thanked Dave Whitney and Marie Keasey for volunteering to be our joint treasurers. Marie presented our financial status and the written report will be made available on the Thamesford web site.

Committee reports:

Business Development: Jack Broadfoot reported that 20 of 25 questionnaires have been returned from our businesses, with 2 more expected. Vicki Luke has volunteered to compile the results for us.

Gravel Pits: Bill Semeniuk noted that the applicant is responding to ~40 objections and there will be no public meetings until these have been received. Bill also read a letter from Minister Donna Cansield noting that Premier Dalton McGuinty has been informed of the gravel situation in Thamesford and outlined the progression the application will take – letter attached. Mayor Margaret said that after her meeting with Donna, she though Donna was going to look at the cumulative impact of the gravel pits, which seems to be in conflict with the letter she sent to Larry.

Communications: Steve Turner stated that hits on the web site were down, but expected due to summer activities. Steve also noted that the committee is still looking into trails and that liability remains the main problem to overcome.

Doctor Search: Roger Coker said that the T’TAG committee has not met yet, as the Ingersoll committee just met yesterday. Larry Taylor attended on Roger’s behalf, and reported that this committee seems to be focused on the recruitment aspect and are working on incentives. 
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Warden Paul Holbrough commented that there will be a new doctor coming in July of 2009, and that the Ingersoll committee needs to broaden their focus to include looking at older doctors, part time doctors, and nurse practitioners with lab possibilities.

First Impressions: Wendy Lake and Diana Clark gave their presentation to Grand Valley on Tuesday, September 16th and thanked all who had helped put the presentation together. Grand Valley was “awed” by the professionalism and enthusiasm shown by Thamesford. The committee put in a total of 153 hours. Wendy then went through their power point presentation on lap top, but needs a projector for the meeting of September 29th when Grand Valley makes their presentation – call Wendy if you can help.

Linda Collier then talked about the Wienerfest held in Thamesford in June. The day was an overall success with feedback being very positive on the friendliness and suitability of the venue in Thamesford, and definitely will return next year, hoping to break a world record of 650 dogs sitting at one time..

56,000 flyers were mailed out, resulting in 4,052 attendees and ~$2,600 raised for small dog rescue (see thank you note attached). Linda noted that the help from IDCI and community support was great, and that it would be nice if Thamesford had a restaurant that caters to dogs.

Linda is looking for a Veterinarian Technician in order to be able to add an ID “chip” to any pet at a cost of $10

Streetscape: Bob Houston will need good turnouts at work parties to get the Xmas lights reworked. Bob looked into having trees planted along Dundas, but cannot do because of a requirement of a 50’ distance from the street centerline.

Jack Broadfoot asked Mayor Margaret if she could look into some of the designated parking areas along Dundas that are restricting views when trying to enter onto Dundas street.

Meeting adjourned at 8:47

