Update on T’ TAG projects

We had our monthly General Meeting in September on the 17th, twenty one attended including Paul Holbrough, Warden of Oxford County, our Mayor of Zorra Township, Margaret Lupton and Linda Collier, the local resident that was responsible for bringing the Wienerfest show to Thamesford last June. Sorry we missed reporting in August but, the printing deadline preceded our meeting date.

A couple of highlights of the Sept. meeting were a review of the presentation that our First Impressions Team had put together for our community match, village of Grand Valley. Our team visited Grand Valley on the 16th to report their views of that community and by the time this article is printed the Grand Valley Team will have been to Thamesford to present their First Impression of this village to our committee. That presentation is scheduled for the 29th of Sept. 

Our F/I team of Wendy Lake, Pat Ball, Nancy Turner, Keith Cosby and Diana Clark spent well over a hundred hours putting together their Power Point presentation on Grand Valley and they did an excellent job evaluating every aspect of life in Grand Valley. You may remember that the Grand Valley presentation is a key component in the development of the Thamesford revitalization plan, that T’ TAG is working on with the assistance of Nancy Ross, The Development Consultant from OMAFRA.     

Jack Broadfoot reported that our Thamesford Business Survey is now complete and he thanked the five T’ TAG team members that worked on that survey. Again, it took several hours of volunteer time to complete the survey.  Over twenty of our mostly main street businesses took the opportunity to express their views on what’s right about doing business in Thamesford and what’s wrong with it. The survey was also looking for suggestions on how we might improve the business climate, which is also a key component in the revitalization plan. Now, with our commitment to develop these key components near completion, we’ll be looking to Development Consultants, Nancy Ross @ OMAFRA and Vicki Luke @ Oxford Small Business to analyze the results and formalize a plan for possible changes in Thamesford. 

Our Doctor Search group continues to attend meetings in Ingersoll of the Doctor Retention & Recruitment Task Force. Members from Alexander Hospital and the towns governing council continue to evaluate the more successful community recruitment locations around Ontario. They are trying to develop a plan to be competitive with the best that other communities have to offer. Recruitment incentives are now the answer to getting a commitment for medical service, as the doctor shortage across the province has turned recruitment into a very large and expensive competition. Thamesford, being under the umbrella of the Ingersoll medical service area, may as their doctor program develops, become a satellite med center of Alexander Hospital. That appears to be our best opportunity to get local medical help given the current shortage situation.

Bill Semeniuk reported on the Banner Rd gravel pit application. Apparently, the Thames Valley Aggregate’s consultant is in the process of preparing responses to all

letters of objection (approx. 40) of the application.  Also, they need to address the concerns raised by the County / Township peer review consultants. Until all these issues have been resolved neither the County nor Township planning staffs will be in a position to schedule public meetings.

Linda Collier reported that her Wienerfest dog show in June was a huge success. She was very happy with the contributions she received from several local businesses, T’ TAG, and the local Lions Club. And she is planning to do it all again next year, bigger and better here in Thamesford despite attempts from several other communities to lure the event to their area. Linda was thanked by all in attendance for shining the light on the Village of Thamesford.

You should know that our group has applied for the status of Non Profit Incorporation to ensure longevity to our programs in Thamesford and to assist us in getting government assistance to develop our plans to improve living conditions here. The cost of incorporation has been funded by the Oxford Small Business Support Center and we thank them for all their help in developing our programs. Our Incorporation is expected to be completed next month. 

We also had positive reports on our Streetscape program by Bob Houston and our web-site www.thamesford.org continues to see good activity according to Steve Turner. Again many more things than we can detail here. If you’re interested in building a better tomorrow in Thamesford come and visit us @ our next General Meeting @ the Library, October 15 @ 7 PM.
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