Up date on T’ TAG projects

We had our monthly General Meeting on July 16, eighteen attended including our Mayor, Margaret Lupton and Wendell Graves, who works for the City of St. Thomas and is heavily involved in their main street revitalization project. The summer holiday season took its toll on attendance and project progress, as was expected. However, we still had some interesting project reports.

We have a group involved in a program called “First Impressions” through The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. Our community match, selected by OMAFRA, is Grand Valley and our committee is busy putting together their report on their visit to that community last month. A Grand Valley committee has been in Thamesford doing a similar evaluation. We expect a meeting between the Grand Valley team and our team sometime in September to compare findings and provide input into the direction of the development of a Thamesford Revitalization Plan.

Our Business Survey team is in the final phase of gathering detail from our local businesses to provide their input into that same revitalization plan. There was also some discussion about how to get the general public’s input, as they could also provide some important values to the plan. Pulling all the strings together for that plan will be the focus of the next few months and we will be looking to Nancy Ross, who is the Economic Development Consultant @ OMAFRA in Woodstock to assist us in the development of our plan. OMAFRA also provides financial assistance for these projects.

Wendell Graves provided a valued overview of some of the strategies he’s been involved with in similar revitalization plans in both Aylmer and St. Thomas. Although these communities are very different in many ways from Thamesford, a lot of the same strategies would work for us, with minor modifications. He congratulated us for the progress we have made in the development of our T’ TAG group and made it clear that we needed to use OMAFRA to help us through the planning and financing stages of our program. He also suggested he will be available to assist us on the individual phases of our program as it evolves, and we will be getting him more involved in the future.

The recent Wienerfest event that took place in the River Parkway proved to be a huge success and plans are under way to do it bigger and better in the same location next year. T’TAG provided some financial assistance through a Oxford Small Business grant to bring the event to Thamesford and we’re looking forward to a full report from event co-ordinator, Linda Collier at our September General Meeting.

All the rest of our programs are progressing at “summer time” speed, but we continue to talk out our problems and when you constantly confront any issue, solutions eventually result.

Again, many more things on our plate than we can detail here. If you’re interested in building a better tomorrow in Thamesford come and visit us @ our next General Meeting @ the Library, Aug 20 @ 7 PM.
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