Thamesford Taking Action Group

Meeting of July 16th, 2008

Thamesford Library – Beaty Room

Submitted by Dan Fisher

Meeting opened at 7:10 – guests were Mayor Margaret Lupton, Wendell Graves, and Linda MacLeod, with regrets from Vicki Luke (OSBSC) and Nancy Ross (OMAFRA).

Treasurer Agrim Jajal reported a bank balance of $xxxxxxx.xx, with outstanding invoices for the portable washrooms and the banner for the Weinerfest on June 28th   which will be picked up through our grant from OSBSC.  Discussions followed on reducing costs by having each member of TTAG print their own agenda (no resolution), on not holding an August meeting (will be on August 20th), and on having a spread sheet type of treasurer’s report circulated monthly to the membership (no resolution).

Committee Reports:

Business Development: Jack Broadfoot reported that of the 29 businesses on Dundas Street, approximately ¾ have been returned and are good sources for information. Roger Coker requested this information to present to the”interested” realtor he was meeting.

Streetscape: The old signs are gone and the top portion of the new ones up, including the West entrance sign. The bottom portion is still being worked on.

Gravel Pits: Marie Keasey reported that the open meeting held by the applicant for the Banner Road pit was held on June 25th at the Arena.  Those who turned out had concerns about noise, dust, increased energy use, decreased housing values, children not being able to play outside and water issues. In attendance were Mayor Lupton and councilors Gord McKay, Geoff Brown, and John Anger.

The gravel committee prepared a letter of objections that is posted on the T’TAG website which could be used as is or the basis for individuals to send in their objections by July 11th. Mayor Lupton stated that there is also a letter with many of the same objections on the Township site, and that there are over 30 letters of objections to be addressed by the Township. Mayor Margaret has been in contact with the Hounorable Donna Cansfied, Minister of Natural resources, and is awaiting responses on several issues. Mayor Margaret also noted that the Ministry of the Environment is now aware of the gravel pits issue and apparently feel that the process for licensing may need changing.

Keith Cosby had sent a letter to Environmental Commissioner of Ontario requesting a review by the MNR – under the Environment Bill of Rights – of the Aggregates Resource Act with respect to cumulative environmental and social impact studies. A covering letter and a 17 page response was sent to Keith outlining the MNR decision that “the public interest does not warrant a review of the matters raised in this application”. In their summary (see attached files “MNR Decision – pg 16; pg 17) it is stated that “the Oxford County Official Plan (OCOP) requires a cumulative impact assessment to be undertaken prior to amending the official plan to allow for new aggregate extraction operations”. A copy of the covering letter and the 17 page decision will shortly be available on our website.
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Linda McLeod - a resident of Thames Springs – in conjunction with the gravel committee, is preparing a power point presentation to present to Council at the public meeting (no date as of yet) regarding the zoning change requested for the Banner Road Pit.

A question was raised regarding having a contingency plan if the application should succeed – such as bylaw enforcement. After some discussion on current enforcement of trucks not using the appropriate service roads  during the Phase III development of Thames Springs, Mayor Margaret asked that she be called if the trucks are becoming a problem as she would like to witness for herself.

Communications: Steve Turner reported little change in usage, and said he would add a link to the Township letter of objections. Steve may add a map of our area, showing the “blue” gravel pit locations. Steve will also post pictures taken of trucks not using the service road during Phase III, and it was suggested that when possible, phone numbers should be added.

Air Quality: Keith reported no change, as there has not been a meeting with Cold Springs.

Doctor Search:  Roger Coker had no news, as the next meeting with Ingersoll will be July 30th.

First Impressions: Wendy Lake noted that the Grand Valley committee has visited Thamesford and that our committee will be making a presentation to them, probably now into September. This process calls for a power point presentation and has a 19 page questionnaire to complete. To date this committee has spent 84 hours and still has a way to go to complete their report.

Weinerfest: Diana Clark reported that Linda Collier, the organizer, thought it was a great success with 4,000 – 5,000 visitors and the raising of over $2,000 for small dog rescue - they may be applying for Guinness World Record. Linda noted that there were many compliments on the cleanliness and shady areas of the park, and will definitely come back. Diana is to send a letter to Cold Springs, thanking them for their upkeep of the park, and Linda will be attending a Lion’s meeting to thank them as well.

Guest Speaker Wendall Graves: Wendell congratulated T’TAG for crossing the first major hurdle – getting citizens together with a desire to make improvements and do things. Wendell has been the St. Thomas city clerk since 2004, and was with Aylmer for many years where he has spearheaded successful Streetscape Improvements in both locations.

Wendell talked about some of his accomplishments, such as procuring $1.3M for Aylmer’s  downtown improvement and spending $350,000 to support over $8M of downtown development in St. Thomas. Wendell recommended working closely with OMAFRA, as they have helped him in many ways, and to make sure we prioritize what we want to accomplish and find matching funds before making a RED application. Wendell also noted that the primary reasons for a RED request are economic stimulus/activity and also the tourism aspect.

Wendell would be very willing to visit again to discuss further details on Streetscape and also the Doctor recruitment, which he noted is not an easy thing to do.
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Chair Larry Taylor informed us that our lawyer for Incorporation - Ian Blain - has completed a name search and T’TAG is ok. Larry has given Ian our purpose and mission statements, as well as a list of directors and is waiting for a list of responsibilities of the directors. On the director’s behalf, Larry has signed the approval form for the conditions of accepting the grant from the OSBSC.

Roger Coker commented that we should be putting time lines on our projects so that things are documented and would not slide away on us.

Meeting adjourned at 9:35

