Update on the programs of the Thamesford Taking Action Group (T’TAG) Since our last report was written we have had two monthly meetings & our organization still continues to grow. Our membership now stands at 29.

At our May meeting we listened to Bill Ross & Ralph Stephen, who are 2 of the principals in the successful revitalization program in Thorndale. They told of a 7 year program that has culminated into no vacancies of main street businesses today & several new businesses in town, & how the people now commonly sit on benches on Main Street & enjoy talking about the slowdown of traffic through town, & the new proposals on the schedule to further improve the village. The citizens are buying into the ideas & plans of their revitalization group & are looking forward to better things to come in Thorndale. They were impressed with the size & detailed projects of our organization & encouraged us to press forward & look through the common objections to change & to try to find innovative solutions. They offered names of many resources to help us with design & financing & were optimistic about

the opportunities in Thamesford.

Following their presentation & their recommendations, our committee talked about the necessity & advantages to become a Non-Profit Incorporated organization. To protect the liability of our members, to ensure the continuity of our organization, to provide stability in the organization & increase the chances of receiving government grants. There are simply too many advantages to ignore getting incorporated. Our committee voted unanimously to incorporate & the process has started.

We also discussed the possibility of receiving some operational funding through The Oxford Small Business Support Center & decided to submit a budget asking for their support. All our committees reported activity & progress in their programs.

The highlight of our June meeting was the approval of our operational budget from the Oxford Small Business Support Center. Vicki Luke who is the Community Economic Development Officer from that Center has proved to be a big supporter of our T’TAG organization & has helped us develop into a very credible organization.

The Banner Road Gravel Pit Application continues to be a major concern to our Gravel Pits subcommittee. We have been lobbying all the appropriate Provincial Ministers to try to get them to take a serious look at the source of the public outcry across Ontario for the Natural Resource Ministry to use some “common sense” in the approval process of Gravel Pit Applications. With so many outstanding questions about the Banner Rd, application, there is absolutely no justification to approve this application.

If you have concerns about this proposed gravel pit, you should know from the published Public Notice of Application for a License, by the applicant under the Aggregate Resources Act, that the last day on which objections may be filed with the applicant and the MNR (Ministry of Natural Resources) is the 11th day of July, 2008.

Such notices to be in writing to both the addresses below, and reference The Thames Valley Aggregate application for a Category 1, Class A pit license on Part Lot 20, Concession 1, Township of Zorra, County of Oxford.

Our Business Development group is still busy doing local business surveys. 

Our Streetscape group is planning new “THAMESFORD” signage.

Our First Impressions visit to Grand Valley has been made and details are being compiled for our meeting to exchange ideas, which is scheduled this month.

We have added a Board of Directors to strengthen the structure of T’TAG.

Sarah Hill detailed her program for the Thamesford Mill; see her survey on our website. And our Doctor Search group continues to work with the Ingersoll search committee.

Again, many more things on our plate than we can detail here. If you’re interested in building a better tomorrow in Thamesford come & visit us @ our next General Meeting @ the Library, July 16 @ 7 PM.

