Thamesford Taking Action Group

Meeting of June 18th, 2008

Thamesford Library – Beaty Room

Submitted by Dan Fisher

Meeting opened at 7:10 – new faces were Ivan Dionne, Ivan Nestic, and Dave Whitney, with regrets from Nancy Ross (OMAFRA) and Mayor Margaret Lupton. Special guests were Paul Holbrough, Vicki Luke, and Sarah Hill.

The first order of business was to vote on a board of directors for the new Corporation. It was moved by Roger Coker, seconded by Steve Turner to adopt the procedure (see attached file “Voting Procedure …..”) recommended by Chair Larry Taylor – carried none opposed. Those not wishing to be nominated were removed from the voters list, and the committee then voted for up to 5 of the remaining names – the ballots were then given to Nancy Turner to tabulate and report back later.

Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Agrim Jajal stated that all invoices up to this meeting had been paid, leaving the bank account at ~$1,500, but with invoices/receipts just received, would be ~$1,300. Agrim reminded us that to get compensated, receipts are needed.

Building Committee: Jack Broadfoot informed us that we are getting good response to the surveys, and that over half have been returned. – once all received, they will do a summary of the results.

Financial Resources Committee: Vicki Luke from the Oxford Small Business Support Center said that our proposal for $4,171 was approved and noted that our total project proposal is >$29,000 for 2008. (see attached file “TTAG Budget 2008” – contact Vicki with any questions)

Streetscape Committee: Bob Houston reported that all banners and flowers were up and gardens completed, and Bob thanked all for their help. Bob noted that he will need work parties to take down the old Village signs and put up the new ones – probably in a couple of weeks when the new ones are ready.

Gravel Pit Committee: Marie Keasey gave a progress report (see file “Gravel Pits – June 2008”). Paul Holbrough stated we will have 2 opportunities to voice our objections – one with Township and one with Oxford Council – Oxford will rely heavily on the Township report.

We were given clarification to try and remove some of the confusion around gravel pit applications. There is a 2 step process for granting permits to remove gravel – the license is given by the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) and the zoning bylaw change needed is granted by the Municipality – each has nothing to do with the other.
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Ivan Dionne was told by a truck driver dumping overburden beside his and Kevin Grange’s property lines that this was for berms ahead of extracting gravel, either this fall or next year. This land is apparently under a 4 year lease for farming, and the overburden should be removed in the near future.

It was also emphasized that all objections to the Banner Road Pit application must be in by July 11th, and these are the only objections that will be allowed by the MNR for licensing, and also by the Ontario Municipal Board if the application reaches this level.

Communications, Special Projects Committee: Steve Turner said that all is doing fine in regards to our website. Ron Bouwman has done some research on trails, and has discovered that the main problem is in the existing liability laws in Ontario. Trails Ontario is working on getting changes to the legislation, especially in the area of signage for trails. Cold Springs have been very cooperative in regards to the south side of the bridge, but there are numerous owners on the north side and getting trail permission may not be easy.

Air Quality Committee: Keith Cosby has been in contact with Cold Springs, and there will be a meeting before the end of June

Doctor Search Committee: Roger Coker reported that there has been no committee meeting since our last meeting, due to the lateness of the Ingersoll groups meeting on June 17th – see the file “Doctor Search – June 2008 for more detail.

First Impressions Committee: Wendy Lake reported via email to chair Larry that the committee toured Grand Valley for a day, visiting stores, the Lions Park, restaurants, and the Library, as well as talking with the local residents. They had a lot of fun, and have many constructive ideas to present to Grand Valley, sometime in July. The Grand Valley committee will be visiting Thamesford near the end of June, and Nancy Turner noted that the committee will be meeting on July 2 and will report back.

Nancy Turner then gave us the results of the voting for the directors:


Roger Coker and Bob Houston, each with 13 votes


Steve Turner and Larry Taylor, each with 12 votes


Wendy Lake, Agrim Jajal, Dan Fisher, each with 5 votes.

It was decided that all seven would be included in the first directors meeting.

Sarah Hill then gave a presentation about herself and her involvement with the mill property – see attached file “Thamesford Mill Report – June 2008” for details. Sarah informed us that she is going to visit a very similar mill - in size and date of building – in Bowmanville.
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 This mill has been refurbished and is now the Visual Arts Center of Clarington, and should be valuable for information available on the process of refurbishing a historic building.

Vicki Luke mentioned that there is a new program called “Break into the Business’ which is available for grades 7 & 8 - Vicki can get more information if you are interested.

Ron Bouwman shared his ideas on thinking into the future – why don’t we consider promoting the concept of developing – as one unit – the 2 buildings next to the bank. This then could contain retail and grocery stores, a medical center, and a second story as a seniors center. Roger Coker noted that he met, purely by chance, a retailer/institutional developer who has shown interest in Thamesford and was going to meet with him in the near future.

Chair Larry stated that lawyer Ian Blair is working on our incorporation, and Larry is looking at inviting Wendell Graves and Ron Koudys (Fanshawe College Landscape Architect) to attend our July 16th meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9:08

