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Meeting opened at 7:08 by Chair Larry Taylor. There were no regrets, special guests were Mayor Margaret Lupton, Vicki Luke, and Paul Holbrough, and new attendees were Beth O’Bright, Dave Whitney, and Marie Keasey.

Chair Larry talked about incorporation – although OMB rules indicate that citizens who are stating their opinions, or petitioners, cannot legally be held liable, there are reasons for a non-profit organization to look at incorporating:

· An incorporated organization is recognized by the legal system as having rights and responsibilities, and can enter into contracts, buy land, borrow money, have bank accounts, etc. in its own name

· The liability of the members is limited (for example, members are not personably responsible for any debts of the corporation)

· The continuity of the organization is assured while the membership changes

· Has the ability to bring a legal action in its own name

· Increases the chances of receiving government grants due to stability from incorporating

Bill Ross, a member of the incorporated Thorndale Revitalization Group will be presenting at our May 21st meeting on their experiences and why they considered incorporating important.

Vicki Luke suggested we could also protect ourselves by becoming a sub-committee of an incorporated entity, such as the Lions Club, or approved by Council as a sub committee of the Township.

Larry pointed out that it’s doubtful that the Lions would allow T’TAG to piggy back on their incorporations without voicing an opinion on programs. The Township indicated that it is reluctant to enter into such an agreement, as it tends to show favouritism and could encourage others to seek similar favours.

Committee Reports:
Finance: Agrim Jajal was not in attendance, but sent an email to Larry noting that we now have x in our bank account, thanks to a donation of x from Marie Keasey.

Empty Buildings: Jack Broadfoot reported that the empty building committee has pared down their questionnaire to 12 questions, which they will personally present and collect from the 29 businesses on Dundas street.
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Streetscape: Bob Houston presented us with before and after pictures of the building beside the bank, and noted that these are on our web site. There are 39 of the 41 new banners already spoken for, and there were 20 volunteers at the Monday work party to refurbish the Xmas decorations.

Bob also mentioned that there is supposed to be an insurance cheques of x on its way for the west entrance sign repair, and the TBA is looking at upgrading all 4 entrance signs with some financial help from the Township.

Vicki Luke once again stressed that we should work on a “grand” plan for requesting funds, not to piecemeal, as too many requests may result in being denied requests.

Gravel Pits: Bill Semeniuk updated progress – the committee received responses from their presentations to Township and County which in general, were disappointing:

· The Township has not carried out an economic impact study

· Section 66(1) of the Aggregate Resources Act (ARA) prohibits the use of municipal bylaws to regulate subject matter covered by the Act.

· The County of Oxford is not doing an economic impact study because it is not a requirement under the Oxford Official plan

· County of Oxford Planning refers to a 20 year supply of land in Thamesford

Letters have been written by citizens and “Gravel Watch” to our Provincial Government, and positive responses have come back. Also,copies have been forwarded to the Honourable Donna Cansfield, Minister of Natural Resources and she will now be having meetings with the Township on May 28th and with the County of Oxford on June 5th. 

A letter has also been sent to the Township outlining our concerns on planning, processes, noise, dust, berm heights, hours of operation, truck routes, vehicle emissions, and fuel storage/transfer, and  requests that Council start drafting new bylaws for future protection of our citizens.

Our letter for review of the ARA under the Environmental Bill of Rights has been received and the Environment Commissioners Office acknowledged receipt and the request is in the hands of the Minister of Natural resources. The Minister has 60 days to consider if a review is warranted and to report the decision back to us. Since direct contact appears to be getting attention, this committee recommends citizens write to the Minister ASAP to be within the 60 day window. It was also mentioned that at times, Ministers can have “extra-ordinary powers’ to get things done, so contact can be very effective to get decisions.
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There is a meeting scheduled with the committee chair and Ernie Hardeman (who has been copied on all correspondence) on April 25th, and it appears that the public hearings regarding the Banner Road application will be late May. There was a suggestion from the floor that we should investigate the possibility of several chairs meeting with Ernie and the appropriate Ministers.

Bill and Larry also had a layout of our immediate area, showing the existing gravel pits, those that have applications pending, and those that have had test holes dug. 

The issue of getting a petition against the Banner Pit was raised – the committee previously had deemed this to be somewhat of a “last resort”, but it could still be considered. It was also suggested that letters opposing the pit(s) to the Government from our businesses may have some extra “clout”.

When asked about Ocean and Fisheries involvement, Bill said that the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority reports to them, and if there was any detrimental effects to the Thames River, they would definitely get involved, and do have significant powers when needed.

Mayor Margaret suggested that peer reports were very slow coming in and that the Public meetings may be held before all reports are received.

Communications: Steve Turner still sees around 17 visits per day to our web site, generally with 8 being “unique”. Steve can still use photos.

Air Quality: Keith Cosby had no new info, but apparently Diana Clark did attend the meeting that was reported in March to be “cancelled”.

Doctor/Medical Center: It was moved by Roger Coker, seconded by Bill Semeniuk to accept the invitation to be a full voting member of the Ingersoll Doctor Recruitment committee – carried. Paul Holbrough mentioned that there is to be a public meeting near the end of May on the Ingersoll program. We are part of Ingersoll as far as being an “under serviced” area, but Ingersoll suggested we continue a search of our own. 

Mayor Margaret noted that it appears few Doctors want to be the only one in a community, and we may have to look at connections with other doctors. The options of looking at Nurse practitioners and immigrant Doctors were discussed and are being considered by this committee. 

Roger again noted that we are getting costs for a “turn key” premise for a family physician, but the cost will be substantial, as only 50% can be funded Provincially. Estimates of $50 - $100K have been mentioned, and there are reports of much higher amounts being used to entice Doctors to a community.
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This committee is meeting next week - with new members Candy Yates, Tammy Dickert, and Greg Stewart - to work on developing a business plan.

Larry Taylor and Roger attended a Provincial Government sponsored funding presentation where several ministries outlined their criteria and amounts of money available – there appeared to be no “gaps” between ministries.

Other: Linda Collier then addressed us regarding the “WeinerFest” coming to Thamesford on June 28th. This is the 8th year for this event which was held in London but is now moving out due to high costs - this group rescues primarily Dachshunds, but also dogs under 10 lbs. Thamesford was chosen for the accessibility for all comers from as far away as Ottawa, Michigan, and Boston, and due in part by having the Lions River Park being large enough and donated for free.

Linda was very complimentary about everyone in Thamesford, as we have been very accommodating and helpful with parking, donations, etc. and hopes that this will be a yearly event in Thamesford. Linda expects ~ 850 visitors and ~ 400 dogs, and the event runs from 10:00 to 4:00 ad does have a “Weiner” race. At this time Linda has most items looked after, but could use help with more portable toilets, stakes and caution tape along the river, and perhaps with a banner across Dundas Street.

Financial Resources: Bob and Joan Houston, Agrin Jajal, and Diana Clark had a meeting with the Township to put forth a budget request for T’TAG. Mayor Margaret informed us that the budget has just been passed, and our portion will be x with monies for garbage receptacles and other streetscape expenses. The TBA had previously received some x to cover their annual expenses for flowers and plants.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday,  May 21st at 7:00 in the Beaty room. The “coffee can” collection again covered the cost of the rental for the April meeting.   

