Thamesford Taking Action Group

Meeting of March 19, 2008

Thamesford Library – Beaty Room

Submitted by Dan Fisher

Meeting opened at 7:03 with chair Larry Taylor welcoming current members and new attendees. Larry had passed out an agenda package which included an updated member list with a listing of those citizens who had expressed interest to Larry, especially for the gravel pit issue. Larry requested all new attendees to fill out a sign up sheet and to give an indication of what area they were interested in.

Larry thanked Mayor Margaret Lupton for speaking up at the Oxford Council meeting , noting the dollars wasted on Banner road infrastructure if the gravel pit goes ahead. 

Larry also asked that everyone vote on the 5 choices for letterhead that were included with the agenda package.

Treasurer’s report

Co-treasurer Agrim Jajal gave his report – we now have xxxxx in our bank account thanks to the Thamesford Lions and Bob Forbes. Agrim has been looking at the OMAFRA Rural Economic Development (RED) application process, and there will be a meeting with Nancy Ross, Agrim Jajal, Joan Houston, and Larry Taylor in the near future to work on details for making an application. Nancy Ross again stressed that applications must be project based, not generalizations. Agrim has also contacted Zorra Township regarding having a hearing for TTAG’s  request for funding, and Mayor Margaret noted that we should be contacting Don McLeod with our requests and that each area needing funding should be listed with details for each as opposed to a “lump sum” request.

Committee Reports:

Doctor/Medical Center:

Larry Taylor, on Roger Coker’s behalf, noted that the committee met with Laurie Roberts, the Community Development officer, South Western Ontario Medical Education Network, who is responsible for assisting communities in acquiring doctors to Under Serviced areas such as ours. She did advise that she had talked to a couple of med grads in training about our opportunity in Thamesford and had provided them with Rogers e-mail address should they decide to follow up. We are now in Ingersoll’s “catchment” area, and we are now  a permanent member on Paul Holbrough’s Ingersoll committee searching for Doctors as a result of Roger’s attendance at their recent meeting.

Laurie has toured Dr. Houston’s facility and has suggested that a list of supplies be put together, as most Doctors are now looking at “turnkey” operations with low or no expenses, reasonable working hours, and access to other professional employment opportunities for their partner or spouse.
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A local Doctor has informed us that both Thorndale and Dorchester are looking into building Medical Centers to bring in more Doctors. If the Ingersoll committee does not support having a Doctor in Thamesford, we may have difficulty in enticing a Doctor on our own and may have to create a transportation option to accommodate the needs of Thamesford people having to visit Doctors outside our community.

New attendees who work at the Thamesford Pharmacy expressed interest in belonging to this committee.

Business Attraction/Developments:
Mike Egan passed around a form letter which his committee will be personally delivering to all businesses on Dundas and Brock streets, asking for information on any pending transaction on the property, any future uses on the property, any refurbishing plans for their property and building facades, and ideas on “first impression” improvements – first impressions being a community exchange program revealing the first impressions a community conveys to outsiders, including tourists, potential investors, and retirees.

Streetscape Improvements:

Bob Houston and his committee will be stripping the windows of the previous Dollar Store and redoing in a more pleasing way. The committee will also be working with the TBA to refurbish 50% of the Xmas lights. New banners will be ordered – the cost is $200 for those wanting their name on the banners.

Gravel Pits:

Keith Cosby, on Bill Semeniuk’s behalf, reported that presentations were made to Zorra Township on March 4th and Oxford County on March 12th, requesting answers to several concerns such as compliance with the County’s Official Plan, responsibility for the lake that will be made, short and long term economic impact, and the impact on water table levels. It was also requested that all members of Council should physically observe the Banner Road site before making a decision.

Responses have been received, the key responses were:

Oxford County Community and Strategic Planning will prepare a planning report for Zorra Township Council And Oxford County Council that will determine whether the Banner Road application conforms to Oxford County’s Official Plan. They will also address cumulative impacts.

Zorra Township has not carried out an economic impact study
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Section 66(1) of the ARA prohibits the use of Municipal bylaws to regulate subject matter covered by the Act, the regulations or provisions of a license or site plan.

It was brought up that the EPA of MOE “trumps” all other Government entities, and there will be further communications with Zorra on pursuing this option.

A form letter is being developed to be available on the Thamesford website – with hard copy available at the Royal Bank and the Library- for any citizen to fill out and send to appropriate Government Officials. The key letter hilites include Health and Safety concerns, Village growth concerns, water table concerns, and cumulative impact concerns.

A letter is also being sent to our Provincial Government requesting that Environmental and Social cumulative impact studies will be a mandatory part of the ARA when there will be multiple gravel pits in close proximity to a serviced Community.

It was also noted that the gravel pit committee will be prioritizing as to which gravel pit applications they will look into.

Communications: 

Steve Turner informed us that there has been considerable interest shown in our website, as in February there were 368 visitations, of which 152 were unique, and to date in March there are already 317 visitations, with 167 being unique. Steve continues to improve and add material to the site and still would like more electronic pictures of and around Thamesford.

Air Quality:
Keith Cosby, as part of  the Zorra Township committee, was to attend a meeting with the new management of Maple Leaf so they could meet with community and government persons – it was cancelled and will be re-scheduled to May or June. Mayor Margaret noted that Cold Springs wants to be informed immediately when a citizen has an odour problem – call 521-4745 ext. 221, which is the phone number for their Director of Engineering and Technical Services. Keith re-emphasized that TTAG wants to work with, not antagonize, Cold Springs as they are a vital part of our community.

School Liaison:

Agrim will be meeting with the Thamesford Public School next week  - Gerard Hamoen asked to be part of this committee.

Rest of agenda items:

Option #5 was chosen for the TTAG letterhead – see attachment
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Chair Larry had a “coffee can” to collect money after the meeting to pay for the cost of $36.75 for renting the Beaty room – the amount collected was $42 which leaves a carryover of $5.25 to April and our bank account remains intact.

Roundtable Discussions:

Nancy Ross once again commented on the quality of the reports and advised that when requesting funds, that we start simple and build to larger projects. RED monies are for new initiatives and do not cover existing such as the monies spent to date on the website. Also, no funds will be available for gravel pit initiatives.

Mayor Margaret is encouraged by our progress, but cannot take sides on issues, and also cannot tell us what, or at what state, issues that the Township are working on. 

The issue of the piles of gravel and top soil on individual lots in the Thames Spring development was raised. A new contractor has been hired who will hopefully be available to address problems and will have phase VI completed this year which should resolve this issue.

Nancy Ross said that the First Impressions program with Grand Valley is a go – no date for visitations set at this time.

The meeting adjourned at 8:55

